











Tarsier monkey, Bohol

Outrigger boat, Boracay

Siquijor

Only accessible by ferry from Dumaguete, Siquijor
is known as the mystic island. There are still many
people living here who are known as healers,
using their magic powers to provide herbal
remedies. The island is also blessed with natural
and historical attractions, and in a single short day
you can swim in a waterfall, see an enchanted
tree, visit a church and a convent and relax on
the beach. There is a relaxed atmosphere on the
island and it is an ideal base for keen divers.

@ Coco GRoOVE BEACH RESORT,
SIQUIJOR

The best place to stay on Siquijor is the Coco
Grove Beach Resort. The property overlooks a
lovely white sand beach and has 37 bungalows
dotted around landscaped gardens. The dive
centre is one of the best in the Philippines and
they can arrange dive trips on the house reef as
well as to nearby Apo Island and other locations.
One of only eight eco-operators, they work
hard to protect the reefs in the area and take
interested clients on dives specifically to collect
rubbish from the reef.

Cebu

Cebu is the second largest city in the Philippines
and is home to an international airport, as well as
several shopping malls. Trade with China

Chocolate Hills, Bohol

Boracay

flourished here long before the Spanish
colonialists arrived in the |6th century and many
Chinese and Spanish landmarks remain. Across a
road bridge from the airport, Mactan Island is a
I'5 square kilometre island made entirely of coral
reef. Once a quiet fishing community, it is now
home to some of the most comfortable resorts
in the Visayas, including the Shangri-La. Just off
the northern coast of Cebu is the small island of
Malapascua. This is THE place to dive if you want
to see thresher sharks, dolphins, manta rays and
the occasional whale shark.

Boracay

Reached from Caticlan on the northemn tip of
Panay, Boracay is the best-known island in the
Philippines, famed for its stunning four-kilometre
White Beach. It's a popular destination for
weekend visitors from Manila and there is a wide
choice of hotels, resorts, restaurants and bars.
Activities on offer include a Mandala spa and a
golf course and there are countless diving and
snorkelling opportunities. If you fancy a change of
scene, you can take a boat across to one of the
neighbouring islands, such as Romblon, Carabao
or Tablas. There are also some remote and basic
accommodation options on these islands if you
want to escape the crowds for a night or two.

Ati Atihan parade

Ati Atihan

This festival takes place in Kalibo in the
third week of January each year and is
said to represent the arrival on the
island of ten Bornean lords in 1212.
They were fleeing religious tyranny, and
were made welcome here by the local
chieftain. They prepared a harvest feast
for their hosts which, combined with
processions and wild dancing is what is
replicated today.

www.audleytravel.com/philippines 01993 838 155 o Philippines
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El Nido Miniloc, Palawan

El Nido Lagen Island Resort, Palawan

Palawan

Across the water to the west of the main island
of Luzon, Palawan is an island group of more
than 1,700 islands and islets, and is truly the ‘last
natural frontier’ of the entire archipelago. Remote
jungles and rugged scenery tower over pristine
beaches. Excellent diving reefs are protected by
a strong commitment to eco-tourism. Puerto
Princesa is the capital and is reached by plane
from Cebu and Manila. Centrally located, it is a
good place to start exploring both the north
and south of Palawan. Dos Palmas is the best
resort in this area and is set on its own island
just off the coast, surrounded by fantastic dive
sites. The Underground River is a UNESCO
World Heritage Site and flows through a
network of pitch-black caves: it is thought to be
the longest navigable tunnel in the world and is
fun to explore.
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@ EL NiDo RESORTS, PALAWAN

The El Nido resorts are located on three separate
islands in an area where limestone karsts jut out
of the water, sheltering fantastic coral gardens and
excellent snorkelling reefs. Kayaking in the lagoons
is very popular as there are countless small coves
and bays to explore, but there is a wide variety of
eco-friendly land and water activities on offer at
each resort. All the resorts are simple and
picturesque, with lovely beaches, rolling hills and
jungle in the background. All offer stilted chalet
accommodation over the sea, with lovely
snorkelling right on your doorstep. El Nido
Miniloc is the simplest of the three resorts,

Apulit Island Resort is the newest, and EI Nido
Lagen has a swimming pool. All the resorts are

Amanpulo, Palawan

accessed via flights from Manila, and as part of
their commitment to responsible tourism, the
carbon from the flights is off-set.

@ AMANPULO, PALAWAN

The most exclusive resort in the Philippines,
Amanpulo sits on its own private island and offers
a luxury stay in utter seclusion. The breathtaking
white sandy beaches are surrounded by clear
turquoise waters teaming with marine life, and a
coral reef lies only three hundred metres from
shore. The ‘casitas’ are tastefully designed in
traditional Filipino style and are scattered along
the beach and in among the tropical forests.
Amanpulo is the perfect sanctuary for those
wishing for a peaceful and secluded stay in a
beautiful, remote, tropical island paradise.




Suggested 1tineraries

Tailoring your trip

The itineraries shown are designed to give you a
flavour of what is possible, and are routes that
work particularly well. We can use these as a
basis to plan your trip or can design a completely
different itinerary to suit your tastes and interests.

Please call one of our Philippines specialists to
start planning your itinerary.

Telephone: 01993 838 155

Getting around

With over 7,000 islands to discover, it is
impossible to see all of the Philippines in one
visit. It is possible to fly between most of the
islands as there are several domestic airlines
with good networks. However, there is often a
ten kilogramme luggage limit, so if you want to
keep your belongings with you, the best way to
get around is sometimes by using the network
of public ferries. The days of dangerous
overcrowding are long gone and afthough you
will see the Catholic locals crossing themselves
before every journey, your inter-island travels
are likely to be in new catamarans: fast, efficient
journeys that are also good value. Although the
roads are good, including the rice terraces of
northern Luzon in an itinerary will mean long
road journeys which take time and increase

the cost.

When to go

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

NI~ XXX X~/

V'V The best time to travel.
v A good time to travel, but there may be some factors to be aware of.
~  Travel is possible, but this is not the best time of year.

X Travel is not recommended.

There are many different micro-climates within
the Philippines, but there are two main seasons.
November to May is the dry season, with milder
months in December and January, whilst June to
October is the wet season. The best time to visit
is between February and May, when the weather
is warm and dry. Typhoons coming in from the
Pacific are commonplace, especially between July
and October, so this time of year is best avoided.
It is also wise to avoid Christmas and Easter:

it can be fun to join the festivities, but they are
very busy times of year to travel.

Time difference: GMT+8 hours
Flight time from UK: |5 hours (via Hong Kong)

Prices

We offer trips to cater for a wide range of
budgets. You can find up-to-date guideline prices
for your trip to the Philippines on our website,
alternatively please call our specialists to discuss
your plans.
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Classic Philippines

This trip gives you a good variety of cultural

experiences throughout the Philippines,

combined with time to relax in a couple of

different beach resorts. In depth exploration of
Manila is followed by a few days visiting the rice
terraces and traditional grave sites of Northern
Luzon. A flight takes you to Cebu for some beach
time, combined with a historical tour, and then a

ferry takes you to visit the Chocolate Hills and

Tarsier monkeys on Bohol.

Day | Fly from the UK to Manila, via
Hong Kong.

Day 2 Arrive in Manila for an afternoon
of exploration.

Day 3 Day tour of Manila including the
Spanish walled city.

Day 4 Drive to Banaue, famous for its
spectacular rice terraces.

Day 5 Day trip to villages around Banaue
and viewpoints for the rice terraces.

Day 6 Travel to Mount Data via the town
of Bontoc and the hanging coffins
at Sagada.

Day 7 Continue your scenic drive back
down to the plains of Baguio City.

Day 8 Return by road to Manila and then
fly to Cebu.

Day 9 Day at leisure to relax in your Cebu
beach resort.

Day 10 City tour of Cebu including the
cathedral.

Day I 1 Take the ferry across to Tagbilaran
on the island of Bohol.

Day 12 Day trip around Bohol to see Tarsier
monkeys, take a river cruise and visit
the Chocolate Hills.

Day 13 Day at leisure.

Day 14 Fly to Manila and then on to
Hong Kong.

Day I5 Arrive back in the UK.

Manila
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Island hopping

This itinerary gives you the chance to explore
many of the different islands of the southern
Philippines, whilst taking advantage of the efficient
inter-island ferries. You start in Manila on Luzon,
before flying to Dumaguete on Negros Oriental,
and then taking the ferry to Siquijor and Bohol.

Day | Fly from the UK to Manila, via
Kuala Lumpur.

Day 2 Arrive in Manila and transfer to your
hotel for the night.

Day 3 Day at leisure to explore this
bustling metropolis.

Day 4 Fly to Dumaguete and transfer to
your resort in Dauin.

Day 5 Day trip to Apo Island for snorkelling
or diving. On Wednesdays there is a
good market here.

Day 6 Spend the day exploring the area
around Dumaguete, including the
twin lakes.

Day 7 Take the ferry across to Siquijor.

Day 8 Explore the island's hills in the
interior, and beaches. You will also
have the opportunity to visit a healer.

Day 9 Day at leisure to relax.

Day 10 A further day at leisure. You may
wish to venture out to the
house reef.

Day I 1 Take the ferry back to Dumaguete

and then on to Bohol.

Day 12 Explore the interior of Bohol
including visits to the famous
Chocolate Hills and a chance to spot

the rare Tarsier monkey.

Days 13-14 Relax at the resort.

Day 15 Fly to Manila and on to the UK.

Day 16 Arrive back in the UK.

Stay longer

You could extend your trip by heading up to visit
the rice terraces of Banaue in Northem Luzon or
g0 to Boracay at the beginning of the trip and then
travel overland across Panay to reach Negros.
Alternatively add on more beach time by flying
from Manila to the Palawan archipelago.
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Papua New Guinea

ysterious Papua New Guinea
takes up half of the worlds

second largest island but remains
an enigma to all but the most
adventurous. Those who visit discover
a beautiful country of mountains and
remote tribes, untouched jungle, vast
river deltas and pristine coral waters.
PNG, as it 1s known, 1s home to the
largest intact rainforest outside the
Amazon, a sanctuary whose
tnaccessibility has protected countless
species, most famous of which are the
iridescent birds of paradise. Its tribal
population is even more diverse,
with more than 700 languages
hinting at the different cultures,
customs and costumes you will find
here. The Highlands were first
explored in the 1930s and spectacular
rituals live on in a vivid world of
feathered headdresses and spirit
doctors. The coastline 15 fringed by
beautiful beaches, coral reefs, volcanic
islands and fjords.

Huli H/‘gh/and people, Tari
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Tari Basin

The Tari Basin is known for
both the numerous Huli
tribespeople and several species
of bird of paradise. The area has
been used for BBC wildlife
documentaries.

Kavien
X g

Mount Hagen
The town comes to life during
its annual festival in August,
when all the tribes and clans
of the Highlands gather for a
competitive display of dress,
dance and song.

Sepik & Karawari
Butterflies the size of dinner
plates flutter between trees
and the peace is interrupted
only by the call of water birds
and the occasional crocodile
slinking into the river. The tribal
villages of the area are dotted
along the river and the local
people make a living from
fishing and wood carving.

Rabaul, New Britain
Rabaul is the site of two of
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n

) —~ Timbunke Papua New Guinea's most
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and Vulcan, as well as home to
amazing snorkelling spots and
wreck dives. A spectacular mask
festival takes place here in July.

Kimbe Bay, New Britain
The stunning reefs in Kimbe Bay
provide some of the best diving
in PNG and indeed the world.
It is also a superb location for
birdwatching, jungle trekking and
cultural village excursions.



Birds of paradise

PNG is home to 38 of the world's 43 species of
bird of paradise, renowned for their stunning
plumage, bizarre displays and extravagant mating
rituals. The Raggiana bird of paradise is something
of a national symbol, and is featured on coins,
notes and the national flag. Other species can
most easily be seen in the Botanical Gardens in
Port Moresby, but can also be spotted in their
natural environment, with the forests near
Madang and the Sepik and the cloud forests of
the Highlands being great places to seek them
out. Short birding walks will be a feature of most
itineraries, although dedicated birdwatching
tours can also be arranged.

Shows and festivals

PNG has a number of festivals (sing sings), each
providing an intriguing and exciting way to
experience the diverse cultural highlights of the
country. If you plan early enough and can time
your visit between July and October, you can
incorporate one of the larger events: the
Warwagira Festival in New Britain or the Mount
Hagen, Goroka or Morobe shows on the
mainland. The shows were instituted as a way of
defusing inter-tribal conflicts by gathering the clans
together to exhibit their individual traditions,
exchange information on farming techniques and
channel tribal rivalries into keenly-contested

dance competitions.

e it

Mud men at the annual Mount Hagen sig sing

Raggiana bird of paradise

@ AMBUA LODGE, TARI

Nestled at 7,000 feet, Ambua Lodge is an inspired
mix of local architecture and modest comfort,
with spectacular views of the Southern Highlands.
Set in natural surroundings, with easy access to
birding and nature walks, this is the perfect base
from which to explore PNG's wildlife and the
fascinating Huli culture of the Tari Basin. Each of
the 40 spacious cabins has private bathrooms and
panoramic picture windows. At night it can get
quite cold and whilst the rooms have no heating
there are electric blankets on the beds. There is
a welcoming fire in the main building, which is
lovely to sit by in the evenings and exchange
stories with fellow guests.

@ RoNDON RIDGE, MOUNT HAGEN
Perched on a mountain top near Mount Hagen

in the Western Highlands, this lodge offers a
spectacular setting with breathtaking views over
the city below and some of the highest mountains
in PNG. Looking over the Wahgi Valley, Rondon
Ridge offers access to exotic mountain cultures
thousands of years old, unparalleled birdwatching,
treks through rainforest and the chance to
explore newly-discovered caves.

Huli tribesman

The realities of travel in
Papua New Guinea

A trip around Papua New Guinea is very
different from travelling in the rest of the
region. It is important to realise from the
start that a touring trip here will cost
substantially more than any other country

in Southeast Asia. The fact that lodges are
only linked by light aircraft and most day
excursions need to be done by boat or
purpose built 4x4 coaches means running
costs on the ground are high. You will travel
in small groups of up to |6 people during
your time in the lodges; it is simply not
possible to provide enough vehicles for eight
groups of two people rather than one
group of |6.

Accommodation is one of the highlights.
Places like Ambua Lodge, Rondon Ridge and
Karawari Lodge are unique in location and
design and as long as you can survive without
a few home comforts, you will love them.
Service is not the most polished as the
tourism industry is still in its infancy but the
food is good and plentiful. There is rarely a
dull moment at Papua New Guinea's airports
and airstrips. You will see local tribesmen
checking in machetes, your luggage will be
thrown across the airport to join an ever-
growing pile, airstrips will appear from
nowhere with crowds of screaming locals
clearing the way just in the nick of time.

This type of experience may not appeal to
everyone, but despite the challenges of
travel in Papua New Guinea we can't
recommend it highly enough! The country

is still discovering itself and it is very hard

(if not impossible) to find anywhere else,
where you can access such remote areas.

Find out more

For suggested itinerary and practical
information about travel in Papua New
Guinea, please see page |150.

<) www.audleytravel.com

Interactive maps and features,
further suggested itineraries,
accommodation, climate information
and articles written by our specialists.

D@ Discuss your plans with our Papua New
Guinea specialists 01993 838 145
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Matong Village, New Britain

@ KARAWARI LODGE, SEPIK RIVER
Karawari Lodge stands majestically on a lone
ridge amidst a vast expanse of dense tropical
lowland rainforest, which extends beyond the
horizon in every direction. You are in Arambak
country here, one of the most remote and
unspoilt areas of Papua New Guinea, with the
Karawari River and small lodge airstrip as your
only ways in or out. From the lodge veranda,
you can view the setting sun colouring the
clouds and the snaking river below, while you
look out and realise the only other buildings
for a thousand miles are those of tribal peoples
deep in the forest.

xI» M/V SePIK SPIRIT

The ultimate ‘floating lodge’ for the adventurer
who desires a certain level of comfort while
traversing the mysterious middle reaches of
the mighty Sepik River. The M/V Sepik Spirit

is a shallow draft vessel, purpose built for
navigating shallow inland waterways. There are
nine comfortable cabins on-board, each with
an en suite bathroom and large window
offering river views. Three night cruises provide
the chance to explore the seldom visited
Middle Sepik and Black-water Lakes areas,
prolific with the traditions and wood carvings
of the Latmul people. Daily expeditions take
place on |8-seat jet boats and retumn to the
M/V Sepik Spirit for sundown.

150

Suggested 1tineraries

Tailoring your trip

The itinerary shown is designed to give you a
flavour of what is possible, and is a route that
works particularly well. We can use this as a basis
to plan your trip or can design a completely
different itinerary to suit your tastes and interests.

Please call one of our Papua New Guinea
specialists to start planning your itinerary.

Telephone: 01993 838 145

Getting around

There are very few roads to speak of in PNG and
therefore light aircraft are used to get between
the lodges on the mainland. Flights do not arrive
into PNG from the west every day and the light
aircraft flights are not daily so your specialist will
recommend the required length of stay at each
lodge to fit in with the flight schedules.

When to go

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

~ ~ ~ Vv v v Vv Vv vV VvV ~ ~

V'V The best time to travel.
v/ Agood time to travel, but there may be some factors to be aware of.
~  Travel is possible, but this is not the best time of year.

X Travel is not recommended.

The climate in Papua New Guinea is tropical.
Lowland and coastal areas are generally hot and
humid, while the Highlands are less humid and
cooler, ranging from 12-28C. Papua New Guinea
receives a lot of precipitation, often with clouds
building in the afternoon and bursting in the
evening. There are different wet seasons in the
various regions, most notably the Sepik, which

is wet between November and March. It can
be difficult to distinguish between seasons
elsewhere in the country as weather is generally
very localised.

Time difference: GMT+10 hours
Flight time from UK: 23 hours (via Singapore)

Prices

We offer trips to cater for a wide range of
budgets. You can find up-to-date guideline prices
for your trip to Papua New Guinea on our
website, alternatively please call our specialists to

discuss your plans.
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Port Moresby

Papua New Guinea Explorer

This trip is an ideal way to experience the
fascinating tribal areas of Papua New Guinea and
also gives you an excellent chance of spotting the
famous bird of paradise.

Day | Fly from the UK to Singapore.

Day 2 Arriving in Singapore, you will be met
and transferred to your hotel.

Day 3 Day at leisure before your overnight
flight to Port Moresby.

Day 4 On arrival you have a short city tour
and then lunch before your flight to
Mount Hagen. Transfer to your lodge
in the hills and spend the remainder
of the day exploring trails around the
lodge where you may spot your first
bird of paradise.

Days 5-6 Spend time around Mount Hagen
where you will visit small tribal
villages and stunning woodland areas
famed for their birdlife.

Day 7 Take a light aircraft flight over PNG's
dense jungles to the Sepik area.

Days 8-9  An early start gives you the chance to
see a local bird of paradise. You will
spend most of the next two days
travelling by boat to remote villages
to witness dalily life here.

Day 10 Transfer from Karawari to Ambua
on a spectacular light aircraft flight.
Visit a Huli tribe and then spend the
afternoon in search of birds of
paradise with your guide.

Day |11 Spend the full day visiting the
famous tribal regions of the
Southern Highlands.

Day 12 Fly back to Port Moresby where you
have an afternoon tour of the capital.

Day 13 After another short tour of the
city you will be taken to the airport
for your flight to Singapore where
you connect with your flight back to
the UK

Day 14 Arrive back in to the UK early in
the moming.




Useful information

Orang-utan, Bormeo

Contact us

| )
Children playing at Angkor Wat, Cambodia

Group Travel

Girls in Singapore

AITO Membership

Audley Travel, New Mill, New Mill Lane, Witney,
Oxfordshire, OX29 9SX.

sea@audleytravel.com

Useful telephone numbers:
Vietnam: 01993 838 140
Cambodia: 01993 838 160
Laos: 01993 838 125

Thailand: 01993 838 115
Burma: 01993 838 105
Malaysia: 01993 838 130
Borneo: 01993 838 120

Brunei: 01993 838 120
Singapore: 01993 838 135
Indonesia: 01993 838 |10
Philippines: 01993 838 155
Papua New Guinea: 01993 838 145

Terms & Conditions and
Travel Insurance

Your booking is subject to the Terms and
Conditions of Audley Travel, which we will
include with your personalised itinerary and can
also be found on our website. It is vital that you
have adequate travel insurance and we are able
to suggest a number of policies either for the
duration of your trip or on an annual basis.

We offer a comprehensive programme of guided
small group tours, typically no more than |6
travellers. Not only does this make for a sociable
group but it also enables us to use smaller and
more characterful accommodation and venture
away from the large tour groups. We offer
regular tours to several countries in Southeast
Asia which have become very popular and are
an alternative to a tailor-made itinerary.
www.audleytravel.com/groups

We can also arrange private tours, whether this is
for a group of friends, those with a special interest
or a fundraising trip for charity. For larger groups
we may be able to offer discounts or a free place
to the organiser. See our website or call us to
discuss your plans.

Flights

Southeast Asia is very well served by good quality
international airlines. Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur,
Singapore and Hong Kong all have direct flights
from the UK and offer good connections to other
cities in the region. There are also direct flights
into Vietnam. It is also possible to fly to
Southeast Asia via the Middle East. Most airlines
originate in London, but there are also a number
of connecting flights from regional UK airports.
Please discuss with your specialist if you are
interested in travelling in premium economy,
business or first class, as this will affect our

choice of airline.

AlTO Audley is a member of the

.l ssured  Association of Independent Tour
Operators. The Association represents Britain's
leading independent tour operators and
encourages high standards of quality and service.
Audley abides by the Assocation’s Code of
Conduct and adheres to the AITO Quality
Charter which can be viewed at www.aito.com

Photography in this brochure

We would like to thank the following
photographers for the images used in this
brochure:

Alamy, AWL Images, Audley staff, clients and
suppliers, Bill Hobdell, David Kirkland, Indonesia
Tourist Board, Istockphoto, Jamie Marshall,
John Gimlette, Junus Suhid — Malaysian Tourist
Board, Lonely Planet Images, Morgan Ommer —
Digital Mekong, Peter Marshall, Sarawak Tourist
Board, Singapore Tourist Board, Superstock,
Steve Allen, Tips Images.

All'images used in this brochure were obtained
in good faith by Audley Travel Group Limited
and in the belief that all necessary consents and
clearances were obtained for their use. However,
if you believe that unauthorised use has been
made of an image belonging to you please
contact us on 01993 838 040.

Visit our offices

If you would like to discuss your
travel arrangements in person we
welcome personal visits, please

call in advance to arrange an
appointment with one or more of
our country specialists. Our offices
are at the New Mill, a 17th century
converted wool mill on the outskirts
of Witney, ten miles west of Oxford
on the edge of the Cotswolds.

www.audleytravel.com/visit-us

www.audleytravel.com

@

the globe. On the site you can browse by

Our website is packed with
information, features and advice
covering all our destinations across

theme, special interest or region as well as
viewing additional accommodation options
and itineraries that are not featured in this
brochure. You can download all our
brochures online or contact us via the
website where there is the option to tell
us about your plans so that we can start
tailoring your itinerary.
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