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Introducing Audley

Canada is the world’s second largest country and has enormous tracts of land left virtually 

unpopulated, which for me is one of its greatest attractions. 

If it’s tranquillity and pure mountain air you crave, there’s plenty to be found in both Canada and 

Alaska, but there is also far more to discover. There are cosmopolitan cities, First Nations culture, 

awe-inspiring wildlife and plenty of outdoor activities to participate in.

You can stay in remote lodges devoted entirely to bear viewing, go heli-hiking in the immense 

mountains, sail to lush rainforest-cloaked islands or ride across the prairies with real cowboys. 

Experiencing the outdoors can be more sedate too though, with excellent fly-fishing, invigorating  

walks and everything from hot tubs to restaurant terraces with staggering views. 

Our Canada and Alaska specialists know these countries exceptionally well and will help you plan your 

trip in detail, making suggestions based on their personal experiences. We look forward to showing 

you Canada and Alaska; we are confident you will not be disappointed.

Dear Traveller

It was a trip around Asia in the early 1990s that 

ignited Craig Burkinshaw’s passion for travel. 

On his return he was so keen to share his 

experiences that he founded Audley, or Asian 

Journeys as we were then called. We offered a 

new type of travel – individual journeys, designed 

to match the traveller’s interests, tastes and 

budget, created with an absolute commitment  

to quality and authenticity. Today this desire to 

share authentic travel experiences is 

undiminished and Audley is one of the UK’s  

most highly regarded specialist tour operators, 

providing tailor-made trips throughout Asia, 

Africa, the Middle East, Latin America, 

Australasia, North America, Antarctica and  

the Arctic.

Tailor-made journeys

The beauty of tailor-made travel is that every  

trip is unique. Whether you want to stay in 

simple or luxurious accommodation, have great 

guides on hand or explore under your own 

steam, travel for one week or five, we can create 

a trip to match your tastes and budget. We can 

also design trips for a special occasion, whether 

this is a spectacular honeymoon or milestone 

anniversary. Throughout the brochure you will 

find suggested itineraries and some of our 

favourite places to stay, but these are all just for 

inspiration as each trip is created uniquely for 

you and there are many more options available. 

Specialist knowledge

Our Canada and Alaska specialists have all 

travelled extensively throughout the region and 

in many cases lived there, so you can rely on 

their in-depth, first-hand knowledge. They 

regularly return to discover new hidden gems in 

each country, stay in the accommodation and 

meet our guides – many of whom are firm 

friends – as well as experience all the excursions 

and activities. We believe this is the only way that  

we can genuinely offer you a tailor-made service 

and enable you to experience a side of Canada 

and Alaska that others might miss. 

Planning your trip

Speaking to one of our specialists is the best way 

to start planning your trip, whether you already 

know where you want to go or just have the 

seed of an idea. They can discuss your plans, 

offer advice and give you ideas and inspiration  

for your trip, before creating a detailed itinerary, 

which will be forwarded to you together with 

maps, accommodation descriptions and a price. 

The same specialist will then refine the plans  

until you are completely satisfied and will be on 

hand to answer questions from your very first 

telephone call until you return from your trip.

Financial security

All travel arrangements in this brochure that 

include a flight from the UK are ATOL protected 

by the Civil Aviation Authority. Our ATOL 

number is 4817. Those package arrangements 

which are not protected by ATOL are covered 

by ABTOT, the Association of Bonded Travel 

Organisers Trust. Please see our booking 

conditions for more information or visit  

www.audleytravel.com/protect

Craig Burkinshaw, Founder

Peggy’s Cove, Nova Scotia



British Columbia, Alberta  
& the Rockies

This spectacular western region is one of 

Canada’s most visited, and with good reason. 

British Columbia’s beautiful island-studded Pacific 

coast is hemmed in by mighty mountain ranges 

and great swathes of temperate rainforest, which 

offer some of the world’s best bear-viewing 

opportunities. Inland, rivers have gouged great 

canyons in the rolling grasslands, which act as 

backdrops to huge ranches and historic gold 

mining towns. Here you will also find vineyards 

and orchards that undulate towards the shores of 

enormous lakes. The cosmopolitan cities of 

Vancouver and Calgary are the principal 

gateways, but it is the Rocky Mountains that are 

the main draw for many. It is hard to describe the 

magnificence of these gigantic peaks and the 

beauty of their tranquil, vivid blue mountain 

lakes. Wildlife is prolific in these wilderness areas 

with bears, moose, elk, deer and mountain sheep 

providing frequent distractions. There is a great 

variety of activities to participate in too, 

appealing to all ages and all levels of fitness, from 

canoeing, fishing and horse riding to whale 

watching, mountain biking, white water rafting 

and hiking – perfect ways to enjoy the beauty of 

the region’s landscapes.

Ontario & Québec

Niagara Falls is unquestionably Ontario’s 

best-known attraction, but the province is also 

home to Canada’s capital city, Ottawa, and its 

largest metropolis, Toronto – a dynamic cultural 

melting pot. One sixth of the province is covered 

with water and the Great Lakes dominate the 

southern lowlands providing access to the 

nation’s industrial heart as well as stretches of 

pristine lakeside beaches. Algonquin Provincial 

Park has wonderful hiking and canoeing trails, 

and wildlife includes thriving packs of wolves.  

On Manitoulin Island a rich First Nations culture 

survives and frequent pow-wows are held each 

summer. The adjacent province of Québec is 

proudly Francophone, with arty and refined 

Montréal and the atmospheric walled city of 

Québec the major highlights. These cities are 

linked by the mighty Saint Lawrence River. The 

south bank of the river eventually gives way to 

the forested cliffs of the Gaspé Peninsula, while 

the north shore is home to the historic villages of 

the Charlevoix region and the beautiful natural 

landscapes of the Saguenay Fjord, whose waters 

are a summer haunt for pods of beluga whales.

Atlantic Canada

The provinces of Newfoundland and Labrador, 

Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island and New 

Brunswick make up Canada’s eastern seaboard. 

Mighty cliffs descend from the Torngat Mountains 

in Labrador and the precipitous fjords of 

Newfoundland’s Gros Morne National Park 

while, in iceberg season, huge white leviathans 

drift slowly along the shoreline on the Greenland 

Current. Further south, the Bay of Fundy 

experiences the world’s highest tidal range, 

creating raging torrents and tidal bores. New 

Brunswick’s salmon-rich rivers lie alongside 

historic Acadian villages, while the strong Celtic 

heritage of Nova Scotia is evident in its ceilidhs, 

sea-shanties, quaint fishing villages and rich 

maritime culture. 

Canada  
& Alaska

Audley in
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C ANAdA ANd ALASkA OFFER A WEALTH OF ExPERIENCES to travellers and each corner of 

this vast area offers something a bit different. We have divided the brochure into the regions that 

you are most likely to travel to and below you will find an overview of each, giving the highlights and 

types of experiences available.

Carved totem pole in Stanley Park, Vancouver

Niagara Falls, Ontario

Fishing gear, Cape Breton, Nova Scotia

Hiking trail near Whistler, British Columbia



Northern & Arctic Canada

An immense region of windswept tundra, 

towering mountain ranges and enormous island 

archipelagos set amidst mostly frozen seas, 

Northern and Arctic Canada is unlike anywhere 

else on Earth. Accessible mostly by air and sea, 

the region is a cradle of Inuit culture and its small 

communities hold doggedly onto tradition. The 

famed Northwest Passage wends its way through 

the northern islands and was the theatre for 

many historic voyages of Arctic exploration. In 

the brief Arctic summer the tundra explodes into 

a dazzling display of colour as wild flowers bloom 

and a plethora of wildlife emerges with polar 

bears, arctic foxes, whales, narwhals, walruses, 

musk oxen and herds of caribou to be seen. This 

unique mix of culture, wilderness and wildlife 

makes a summer visit incredibly special but in 

winter, when temperatures plummet, polar bears 

and the dancing celestial phenomenon of the 

aurora borealis can be seen from the little town 

of Churchill in northern Manitoba.

Alaska & the Yukon

A vast northern outpost of the USA, Alaska is an 

astounding region of untouched natural beauty 

and hidden mineral wealth. Along the coast 

some of North America’s highest mountains feed 

more than half the world’s glaciers, an epic sight 

as they calve icebergs into chilly waters. You can 

discover the breathtaking coastline and abundant 

wildlife on an expedition cruise or explore the 

beautiful interior in search of mighty grizzly 

bears. Canada’s neighbouring Yukon Territory is 

a largely untamed wilderness with narrow 

ribbons of civilisation surrounded by spectacular 

scenery. The setting for the klondike gold rush, 

the romance of this era survives in dawson City 

where you can step back in time on streets lined 

with wooden clapboard houses evoking the 

ghosts of a bygone age. Bears, wolves and moose 

vastly outnumber the population here, with 

trappers’ log cabins forming toehold settlements 

amongst the magnificent mountains and lakes. 

This is a great place to encounter First Nations 

people and their crafts and traditions, and where 

you’ll also find the unsealed dempster Highway, 

Canada’s only road to cross the Arctic Circle.

501993 838 700 • Introduction

Aurora borealis over the Klondike River, Yukon Territory

Polar bears in Arctic Canada
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Spectacular scenery, vast stretches of wilderness and incredible wildlife viewing are 

some of canada and alaska’s major attractions and exploring the great outdoors and participating 

in some of the wide variety of activities offers unforgettable experiences. in the buzzing cosmopolitan 

cities you will find world-class museums, rich history and culture, and a wide range of delicious cuisines 

complemented by locally-produced beers and wines.

  Canada  
& Alaska

Experience

Caribou, Newfoundland

Château Frontenac, Québec City

Bigstone Cree man, Alberta

Wildlife

canada and alaska are known for their huge 

tracts of pristine wilderness, the sheer scale of 

which has done much to protect the abundant 

wildlife. the nutrient-rich seas attract high 

concentrations of seabirds and support countless 

marine mammals, and the coasts offer fantastic 

whale watching trips. on land the large mammals 

comfortably outnumber the human population 

and canada is home to huge herds of moose, elk 

and caribou. amidst precarious mountain slopes 

bighorn sheep, mountain goats and elusive 

cougars can be found, whilst herds of bison still 

roam the vast flat grasslands. it is bears though, 

that provide the most thrilling wildlife viewing for 

many visitors. canada and alaska each have large 

and healthy populations of both black and grizzly 

bears, whilst for many the ultimate thrill is to see 

polar bears, musk oxen or narwhal in their icy 

northern world.

Landscapes & scenery

undoubtedly some of canada and alaska’s 

biggest attractions are their awe-inspiring 

landscapes. the best-known, and perhaps most 

dramatic, vistas are the magnificent mountain 

ranges of alaska and western canada. for many, 

the tree-strewn rocky Mountains, set around 

pristine blue glacial lakes, are an archetypal 

image, but this enormous country entices with 

plenty of other sublime landscapes. these include 

the huge wheat-belts of the prairies, the rolling 

farmland dotted with old red barns in ontario, 

Québec’s historic villages set along the banks of 

the mighty saint lawrence river and magnificent 

coastal drives such as nova scotia’s cabot trail. 

further north, lake-flecked boreal forests merge 

into seemingly endless tracts of tundra and arctic 

islands are dominated by great glacier-crusted 

mountains.

Culture & history

the region’s first inhabitants are thought to have 

arrived across ice bridges over the Bering strait 

from eurasia many thousands of years ago. there 

is also evidence of viking settlement, but it was 

the arrival of the europeans, most notably the 

french and British searching for whale oil and 

furs in the 16th and 17th centuries, that forced the 

rate of change. the french colony, known as 

‘new france’ was officially ceded to the British in 

1763 and the country that is now canada was 

formed in 1867 by the confederation of three 

British north american colonies. in the early 

days it was canada’s natural resources, its furs 

from the hinterland and fish from the sea, that 

laid the foundations of its wealth but it was the 

laying of the railways that transformed the 

country most dramatically. 

canada’s indigenous first nations people have 

been living here for millennia and remind us of 

the country’s pre-european history. their ancient 

traditions have been passed on from generation 

to generation and they have a profound 

knowledge of, and respect for, the natural world. 

their story is told in some excellent museums 

across the country but also in their songs, dances 

and stories that form part of tribal pow-wows 

across the country.

over the years canada has gained independence 

from the uK, but remains a constitutional 

monarchy with Queen elizabeth ii as head of 

state. with small populations spread thinly over 

a huge landscape both canada and alaska 

remain pioneer destinations – independently-

minded and forward-looking, and as any visitor 

will attest, many parts still feel barely explored: 

truly a new world.
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Outdoor activities

as a vast region that is blessed with dramatic and 

beautiful scenery, canada and alaska are meccas 

for the outdoor enthusiast. this is where some 

of the finest hiking can be found, along with 

mountain biking, horse riding, white water rafting 

and fishing. of course, canoeing and kayaking 

trips are iconic ways to explore the beautiful 

lakes and coastlines, whilst remote mountain 

peaks are accessible on spectacular helicopter or 

seaplane flights. travellers arriving during the 

winter months, between January and april, can 

participate in thrilling winter sports activities such 

as skiing and snow-boarding, ice-fishing, 

snowmobiling, snow-shoeing and dog-sledding. 

this is also the best time to travel to view the 

magnificent spectacle of the northern lights.

Food & drink

in an area this large the cuisine varies widely 

from region to region. the cities are hugely 

cosmopolitan, with all the cuisines of the world 

represented in urban centres such as Montréal, 

toronto and vancouver, where restaurants often 

put a north american twist on their culinary 

heritage. the west coast has developed its own 

pacific rim fusion cuisine which often includes 

hints of the region’s asian influence, while the 

atlantic coast is renowned for seafood, especially 

some of the freshest and largest lobsters. inland, 

meals are more likely to be made up of locally-

raised meats, with barbecues and steaks being 

perennial favourites. of course no trip here is 

complete without sampling the delicious wild 

salmon, especially when it is cooked outdoors on 

a cedar plank and drizzled with maple syrup. 

there is a host of independent breweries that 

offer a range of beers to sample, and canada’s 

wines are surprisingly good, especially the 

niagara region’s luscious sweet ice-wines.

Families

this part of the world is incredibly family-friendly, 

with monumental landscapes, fascinating wildlife 

and adventurous activities to entertain the whole 

family. you can bike, raft and canoe, see whales, 

bears and moose, stay on a ranch or in a vibrant 

and exciting city. logistics are easy too with 

accommodation particularly well suited to 

families with many properties offering multi-

bedroom suites, inter-connecting hotel rooms or 

self-catering apartments.

Getting around

there are many options for exploring and very 

often it makes sense to use a variety of transport 

arrangements to link the many sights. you may 

wish to include a short or even a transcontinental 

railway journey, discover isolated coastal regions 

on a cruise, or explore remote lakes and 

mountains in a seaplane. the best of the scenery, 

wildlife and outdoor experiences are usually 

reached with a hire car; roads are generally quiet 

and well maintained and the flexibility of having a 

car enables you to set your own pace and to 

stop wherever and whenever you wish. our 

specialists will draw on their knowledge to 

ensure that your route is carefully planned at a 

pace to suit you.

Lobster, Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia

Canoeing on Moraine Lake, Alberta
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1  Rocky Mountains
The most iconic mountain 

range in North America has to 

be seen to be believed.

See pages 25-29

2  Banff National Park
Canada’s oldest and best-

known national park, home to 

prolific wildlife, activities and 

dramatic scenery.

See page 28

3  Lake Louise &  
Moraine Lake
These iconic mountain lakes  

are known for their blue  

glacial waters.

See page 26

4  Okanagan vineyards
Go wine tasting in BC’s sunny, 

undulating lakeside vineyards.

See page 24

5  Vancouver
A dynamic, trend-setting, 

multi-cultural city magnificently 

set between the ocean and 

mountains.

See pages 10-11

6  Gwaii Haanas National 
Park Reserve
Explore the sacred sites and 

fascinating culture of the Haida 

First Nation.

See page 20

 Whale watching
BC offers some of the world’s 

best whale watching with orcas, 

grey and humpback whales 

regularly spotted offshore.

 Bear watching
Black bears, grizzly bears and 

white Kermode or ‘spirit’ bears 

thrive in this region and are a 

thrill to see in the wild.

See pages 18-19

 Walking
The region’s spectacular 

scenery is often best explored 

on foot; there are miles of 

spectacular trails to discover.

See page 27

 British Columbia, 
Alberta & the Rockies

Audley in British 
Columbia, Alberta  
& the Rockies

Western Canada’s charm lies in its varied 

accommodation, ranging from characterful 

inns and wilderness retreats, to sophisticated 

hotels in the big cities. Most visitors begin 

their journey in Vancouver or Calgary, 

travelling through the Rocky Mountains via 

Whistler, Jasper and Banff. This route offers 

spectacular scenery but can become very 

busy in the summer, when thawed lakes are 

imbued with colour and wildlife abounds. In 

addition to these popular destinations, our 

specialists can suggest alternative, lesser-

known routes and intimate bed and 

breakfasts that represent the best of the 

region and avoid the worst of the crowds.

1

2

3

45
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THE NEIGHBouRING pRoVINCEs oF BRITIsH ColuMBIA (BC) and Alberta encompass some 

of Canada’s most iconic landscapes and experiences. Many visits start in vibrant Vancouver, which 

is regularly voted one of the world’s most attractive places to live. on Vancouver Island the provincial 

capital, Victoria, is a colonial gem, whilst wild, driftwood-strewn beaches and superb whale watching 

are other unmissable island highlights. on the mainland you can expect ancient rainforests of towering 

cedar and Douglas fir, excellent bear watching, rolling grasslands riven by great river canyons, and 

sun-drenched lakeside vineyards. The mighty peaks and glacial-blue lakes of Alberta’s Rocky Mountains 

exemplify the sheer scale and obvious force of nature here. This spectacular wilderness is home to a 

profusion of wildlife, and elk, moose, eagles, bighorn sheep and bears can regularly be seen. The 

mountain towns of lake louise, Banff and Jasper offer a huge array of outdoor activities including 

hiking, white water rafting, canoeing, horse riding and fishing in the spectacular national parks that 

surround them.
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View over downtown Vancouver

Wedgewood Hotel & Spa, Vancouver

Vancouver

Cosmopolitan Vancouver is regularly voted one 

of the world’s most attractive cities to live in and 

it’s not difficult to see why. With snow-capped 

mountains, sandy beaches, massive parks and a 

host of sophisticated restaurants and boutiques, 

many visitors fall instantly in love. 

Downtown Vancouver, including historic 

Gastown, Chinatown and Granville Island, is 

compact and easily explored on foot. Also within 

easy reach is the huge expanse of Stanley Park 

with its ancient cedars and totem poles. 

Vancouver also boasts sandy beaches such as 

those at English Bay and Kitsilano, whilst the 

Capilano Suspension Bridge, strung across a 

precipitous verdant gorge, and Grouse Mountain 

with its cable car and magnificent views, lie on 

the north shore. 

This multi-cultural city also offers fabulous dining, 

shopping and entertainment, a wonderful insight 

into First Nations culture and history at the 

renowned Museum of Anthropology, and access 

to tranquil Bowen Island on a spectacular 

seaplane flight. Vancouver also has a dizzying 

variety of nightlife, from its theatres and 

orchestra to historic pubs, live music venues and 

glamorous nightclubs and cocktail bars.

 The Listel Hotel, Vancouver
The excellent value Listel Hotel is located on 

central Robson Street, just a short stroll from 

Vancouver’s shops, restaurants and principal 

attractions. There are 129 modern and well-

appointed guest rooms of various styles, some 

featuring original works of contemporary 

Canadian art, whilst others showcase the work 

of the province’s First Nations communities. The 

wide range of facilities includes a lounge, fitness 

room, underground car park and the excellent 

modern restaurant ‘Forage’ which prides itself on 

offering delicious meals from the freshest 

locally-sourced ingredients.

 Wedgewood Hotel & Spa, 
Vancouver
The award-winning Wedgewood Hotel & Spa is 

a delightful small hotel exuding European 

sophistication and charm. Ideally located on 

Robson Square in the heart of downtown 

Vancouver, this privately owned Relais and 

Châteaux hotel has just 83 comfortable rooms 

and suites, all elegantly furnished with antiques 

and original works of art. You can expect rich 

fabrics, plush carpets and marble bathrooms, as 

well as exemplary service and minute attention 

to detail. Bacchus, its celebrated restaurant and 

bar, offers a truly epicurean dining experience, 

whilst the hotel’s spa is a haven of tranquillity 

with a wide choice of treatments.
The Listel Hotel, Vancouver
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Vancouver street  
food tour
This guided two-hour walking tour is  

a gastronomic treat, taking in some  

of Vancouver’s tastiest and most 

innovative street food. You will learn  

all about the making of street food and 

be introduced to the culinary talents 

behind the scenes. It is an opportunity 

to explore the city while you sample 

treats such as North America’s most 

celebrated Japanese hotdog, hot 

smoked wild BC salmon produced 

inside a tiny food cart, and delicious 

Indian naan bread from the only food 

truck with two built-in tandoor ovens. 

You will also get to meet the talented 

chefs and food artisans who produce 

this delicious food with limited space 

and resources.

www.audleytravel.com/canada • 01993 838 700 • British Columbia, Alberta & the Rockies

Capilano Suspension Bridge, Capilano Canyon

English Bay, Vancouver Cycling through Stanley Park, Vancouver

Exploring Greater 
Vancouver

Vancouver is blessed with an enviable location, 

close to the ocean, mountains and rainforests. 

We can arrange for you to see the best of it on a 

leisurely tour starting with a guided walk of 

downtown Vancouver. You will then travel via 

Stanley Park to visit the Capilano Canyon where 

you will discover a rainforest framed by towering 

500 year old trees. Walk below the translucent 

tree canopy to learn about the flora, fauna and 

geology of the area and take in the stunning 

views across the canyon. Conclude with a visit to 

the Pacific Salmon Habitat to learn about the 

salmon migration.

Sunshine Coast

The Sunshine Coast stretches from Horseshoe 

Bay in North Vancouver to Lund, near Powell 

River, on the British Columbia coast. Noted for 

the beauty of its coastal scenery, this is where 

BC’s old-growth rainforests meet the waters of 

the Strait of Georgia. It takes approximately five 

hours to travel the length of the coast by car, and 

the journey involves taking two river ferry 

crossings, for which there is a nominal fee. There 

are plenty of charming coastal communities to 

explore en route but don’t miss seeing beautiful 

Skookumchuck Narrows and Saltery Bay 

Provincial Park.

 Painted Boat Resort Spa & 
Marina, Sunshine Coast
The Sunshine Coast’s Painted Boat Resort 

affords a wonderful position near the pristine 

islands and waters of Pender Harbour. Nestled in 

a glade of Douglas fir, the 31 waterfront villas 

offer spectacular views and large balconies 

complete with barbecues. Inspired by the fishing 

structures along the coastline, the resort has a 

distinctly ‘west coast’ feel, with plenty of exposed 

timbers and large windows with dramatic views. 

With an emphasis on comfort, the large two 

bedroom suites feature fully-equipped open 

kitchens, handmade wooden furniture and local 

artists’ prints and ceramics. Guests can take 

advantage of the infinity pool, hot tub, gym or 

the beauty spa, and for those not wishing to 

self-cater there is an excellent restaurant 

overlooking the marina.

Painted Boat Resort Spa & Marina, Sunshine Coast

Kayaks, Sunshine Coast

Vancouver Coast Rainforest Adventure



12

Inner Harbour at dusk, Victoria

Vancouver Island

You can experience nature on a grand scale in 

the forested mountains of Vancouver Island, the 

largest island off the west coast of North 

America. At around 500 kilometres long and 100 

kilometres wide, it is home to both British 

Columbia’s historic capital, Victoria, and many 

tiny fishing and logging communities which cling 

to its slopes and shores. Magnificent rainforest-

covered mountains form the spine of the island, 

providing spectacular scenery for those driving 

west to Pacific Rim National Park and the 

dramatic beaches of Tofino and Ucluelet. The 

main highway hugs the east coast and links 

Victoria to the scenic towns and settlements of 

Nanaimo, Campbell River, Telegraph Cove and 

Port Hardy. Much of the north of the island is 

pristine wilderness and is the departure point for 

many of Canada’s bear watching trips. The island 

also has a rich First Nations heritage, perhaps 

best experienced at Alert Bay where cultural 

traditions combine with natural beauty.

Victoria

Named after Queen Victoria, this compact city is 

the capital of British Columbia and known for its 

wonderful gardens. Small enough to discover on 

foot yet even more romantic when seen from a 

horse-drawn carriage, Victoria has some lovely 

colonial architecture such as the Parliament 

Buildings and the Empress Hotel, which is a 

charming venue for afternoon tea. The nearby 

Butchart Gardens are a world-renowned 

attraction, as is the Royal British Columbia 

Museum. You can also visit Craigdarroch Castle, 

a stately Victorian mansion, and the former 

home of artist and writer Emily Carr. During the 

summer season Victoria offers orca whale 

watching boat trips as well as seaplane flights 

which give you a bird’s-eye view of the city.

 Inn at Laurel Point, Victoria
Nestled on a peninsula in Victoria’s downtown 

Inner Harbour, the Inn at Laurel Point is 

surrounded by the ocean and a tranquil Japanese 

garden, whilst the city’s trendy bistros, shops, 

museums and art galleries are just a ten minute 

walk away. The hotel has 200 guest rooms, each 

with delightful water views and a private balcony. 

Particularly recommended are the Erickson 

Suites, which are tastefully decorated with 

modern furnishings and have a sitting area, 

spacious marble bathroom and a large balcony. 

The Aura is one of the most exciting and 

innovative restaurants in Victoria and worth 

trying on at least one evening of your stay. In 

addition, there is an indoor swimming pool, a hot 

tub and valet parking. The hotel has consistently 

won awards for exemplary environmental 

stewardship.

Wickaninnish Beach, Pacific Rim National Park

Harbour seal, Victoria

Inn at Laurel Point, Victoria
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Vancouver Island  
whale watching
Vancouver Island offers some superb whale 

watching opportunities between June and 

September, and also during March when 

Pacific grey whales migrate north from their 

breeding grounds in Mexico. Tours are led 

by expert guides, ensuring an informative, as 

well as fun, experience. On most trips you 

can choose between travelling in hard-hulled 

boats or, for a more thrilling option, you can 

don a waterproof thermal survival suit and 

travel in an open-topped inflatable Zodiac.

Victoria
The waters around Victoria are home to 

three resident pods of orcas. Famously 

ruthless but graceful, these magnificent sea 

mammals can be seen on three hour boat 

trips led by marine biologists.

Tofino
Whale watching tours from Tofino primarily 

focus on finding and viewing Pacific grey and 

humpback whales in Clayoquot Sound, but 

sea otters, sea lions, seals and sometimes 

orcas can also be seen.

Telegraph Cove & Johnstone Strait
Telegraph Cove and nearby Johnstone Strait 

offer some of the best marine life viewing 

opportunities on the island, and we work 

with a family-run whale watching company 

that runs superb small group trips led by 

expert guides. You are likely to see orcas at 

close quarters and humpbacks, dolphins and 

sea lions may also be spotted.

Orca watching, Victoria

Humpback whale, Tofino

 Abigail’s Hotel, Victoria
A romantic, boutique hotel located just three 

blocks from Victoria’s picturesque Inner Harbour, 

Abigail’s Hotel has Tudor-style architecture and 

colourful English gardens that will enchant you 

with their old-world charm. Each of the 23 

rooms is decorated in warm, rich colours with 

antique furnishings, and amenities that include 

spa baths, air conditioning, down duvets and 

wood-burning fireplaces. In the early evening 

hors d’oeuvres are served in the comfortable 

library lounge, whilst mornings bring the delights 

of gourmet three-course breakfasts.

Butchart Gardens

In 1904 Jennie Butchart had an idea which 

transformed the landscape next to her home 

from that of a bleak quarry pit to what is now 

one of the world’s premier floral show gardens. 

She established, in the style of the grand estates 

of the period, several distinct gardens to evoke a 

range of aesthetic experiences. The quarry was 

transformed into the dramatic Sunken Garden, 

which is a reflection of the early 20th century 

beautification movement and an exceptional 

achievement in Canadian gardening history.  

A whole day can easily be whiled away strolling 

through the beautiful grounds and learning about 

their history. Enjoy a traditional English afternoon 

tea in the old family home and learn more about 

the Butchart family. Whether you have a 

particular interest in gardens or just want to 

experience a slice of late Victorian Canadian 

history, this is definitely one of Victoria’s top 

attractions and well worth a visit.

Harbour Air seaplane flights

There really is nothing quite like seeing British 

Columbia through the window of a small 

seaplane, a typically Canadian form of transport. 

Plenty of scenic flights depart from Vancouver, 

Victoria and the small communities in between, 

and are an exhilarating alternative to a long ferry 

journey. You can also enjoy evening ‘fly and dine’ 

packages or even join the aerial postman on a 

two hour run to deliver mail to remote 

communities.

Butchart Gardens

Coal harbour seaplane base, VancouverAbigail’s Hotel, Victoria
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Virgin Falls, Tofino Creek

Tofino & Ucluelet

Situated on Vancouver Island’s Pacific coast, the 

small town of Tofino is surrounded by the 

towering rainforests of Pacific Rim National Park. 

The town is a haven for surfers, artists and whale 

watchers and its broad sandy beach offers 

wonderful walking. Eagles swoop overhead and 

black bears forage for food along the shore at 

nearby Clayoquot Sound. Inland, giant cedar and 

ancient Sitka spruce rainforests offer excellent 

hiking trails, while a short distance south of 

Tofino, the former logging and fishing village of 

Ucluelet is another popular base.

 The Wickaninnish Inn, Tofino
The Wickaninnish, a Relais and Châteaux 

property, offers comfort and sophistication 

within the most beautiful ocean setting 

imaginable. Having long established a reputation 

for excellence, ‘The Wick’ has received 

recognition with numerous awards. There are  

75 charming rooms and suites in the hotel’s two 

buildings, and each offers waterfront views. The 

Pointe restaurant is one of Canada’s most 

prestigious and offers excellent cuisine. There is 

also a lounge with stunning sea views, a library, 

coffee bar and a spa. The Wickaninnish is also 

proud of its environmentally-friendly policies.

 Red Crow Guest House & 
Cottage, Tofino
Set in extensive private old-growth rainforest, 

and at the edge of a protected intertidal 

waterway, Red Crow Guest House and Cottage 

is just a five minute drive from the heart of 

Tofino. This simple property offers two suites in 

the main house and a cottage in the garden, each 

with a deck overlooking the water. Outside there 

is a hot tub, nestled amidst ancient cedar trees, 

and spectacular views over the inlet. Rowing 

boats, canoes and bicycles are available for guests 

and the lovely Tofino Botanical Gardens are a 

five minute shore walk away. Do keep a look out 

for a local black bear who frequently forages 

along the shore here.

 Clayoquot Wilderness Resort, 
near Tofino
Clayoquot Sound Biosphere Reserve is a fragile 

and breathtaking temperate rainforest 

surrounded by tranquil rivers and wild coastal 

beaches. At the heart of this stunning setting, 

reached by a thrilling 55 minute seaplane flight 

from Vancouver, lies an exclusive wilderness 

retreat. All-inclusive Clayoquot Wilderness 

Resort is a secluded collection of 20 deluxe 

canvas tents kitted out in grand late Victorian 

style. You can enjoy a hot stone massage in the 

resort spa or watch for black bears from the 

outdoor hot tubs. Daily wilderness activities are 

tailored for each guest depending on the 

weather, tides, wildlife sightings and your 

interests. You can learn to surf on a secluded 

beach, hike with a First Nations guide, kayak 

down a rushing mountain river, cruise to hidden 

coves, go fishing or clay pigeon shooting, or ride 

through stunning scenery on horseback.

Red Crow Guest House & Cottage, Tofino Clayoquot Wilderness Resort, near Tofino

The Wickaninnish Inn, Tofino
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Family on the beach, Tofino

Fishing boats, Ucluelet 

Black bear, Tofino

Sea kayaking from Tofino

The scenery around Tofino is simply spectacular 

and there is no better way to explore it than on 

a guided kayaking trip. With just the whistle of 

the wind, the swish of your paddle and the 

breaking of waves to be heard, you will observe 

marine mammals and seabirds as you kayak past 

rainforests, deserted beaches and tidal flats. 

These small group tours are led by a 

knowledgeable and passionate guide who can 

offer a fascinating insight into the flora and fauna 

of Clayoquot Sound.

Tofino bear viewing

From April to October the sheltered waters of 

Clayoquot Sound offer some of the best bear 

viewing opportunities in the country. At low tide 

black bears forage for food on the beaches here, 

turning rocks and stones over as they search for 

rock crabs, clams and barnacles. You will observe 

the bears at close quarters from the safety of a 

24 foot Zodiac. On board, knowledgeable guides 

share information about the bears and other 

wildlife of the inlet such as seals, eagles, porpoises 

and orcas. This two and a half hour trip takes you 

through some truly wonderful scenery that you 

simply cannot reach by road. While bear sightings 

are not absolutely guaranteed, the success rate 

runs at over 80%. 

 Black Rock Oceanfront Resort, 
Ucluelet
Situated in Ucluelet on Vancouver Island’s  

rugged west coast, Black Rock Oceanfront 

Resort is perched on a promontory surrounded 

by temperate rainforest. This delightful property 

has been designed to echo the landscape; rock, 

water, glass, steel, wood and natural light all 

complement the wild surroundings and 

everywhere you look are superb ocean views. 

The resort’s restaurant is highly regarded for  

its excellent cuisine, while the lounge and patio 

offer guests a relaxing place to enjoy a drink  

and admire the vista below. The resort has a 

variety of room types with 71 lodge rooms and 

62 beach suites, each with a balcony, fireplace, 

kitchen facilities and views of the ocean  

or rainforest.

 Horizons West B&B, Ucluelet
Set in a dramatic location on the edge of the 

small town of Ucluelet, Horizons West B&B is a 

modern property overlooking the Pacific Ocean. 

There are a number of excellent coastal and 

forest walks right on the doorstep, and 

wonderful cycling, beachcombing, kayaking, 

snorkelling, fishing, and whale watching in the 

area. Alternatively, you could simply relax on the 

deck and take in the views. The three spacious 

suites are very well appointed and each has an 

en suite bathroom and a private deck 

overlooking the sea. Guests also have use of the 

common room, which boasts a large fireplace, 

the main deck with its panoramic views, and a 

private beach. A full breakfast is included and the 

charming hosts, Richard and Jennifer, will ensure 

you have a memorable stay.

Sea kayaking, Clayoquot Sound

Horizons West B&B, Ucluelet
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Hiker in Strathcona Provincial Park, Vancouver Island

Northern Vancouver Island

Nature and wildlife are the star attractions of 

northern Vancouver Island. Much of this region 

consists of rugged, unspoilt wilderness and the 

huge Strathcona Provincial Park protects tracts 

of old-growth forest laced with lakes, waterfalls 

and glaciers. The region’s largest town, Campbell 

River, is known for its Chinook salmon fishing 

and offers glorious views over the Strait of 

Georgia. Further north, the small village of 

Telegraph Cove is raised above the water on 

wooden stilts and is the departure point for 

whale watching trips in the Johnstone Strait. At 

the northern tip of the island Port Hardy is the 

terminal for ferries to and from Prince Rupert 

and the starting point, along with Campbell 

River, for some of Canada’s most awe-inspiring 

bear watching trips.

First Nations culture of  
Alert Bay

For anyone with an interest in native culture, 

Alert Bay on Cormorant Island is a real gem and 

is easily reached by ferry from Port McNeill. 

Here visitors can explore the impressive U’mista 

Cultural Centre, which houses a magnificent 

collection of coppers, masks, rattles and whistles. 

Other highlights include carved totem poles, 

including one claimed to be the world’s largest, 

traditional canoes and the ceremonial meeting 

place of the ’Namgis people. Regular cultural 

performances by local First Nations people also 

take place.

 Quarterdeck Inn, Port Hardy
This modern but simple hotel has 40 ocean view 

rooms and suites all overlooking Port Hardy’s 

inner harbour. This excellent value hotel is well 

located for access to the ferry terminal for Prince 

Rupert, and has a sauna, gym and the popular 

Quarterdeck pub. The marina, directly in front of 

the hotel, is a delightful place for a stroll.

 Hidden Cove Lodge,  
Telegraph Cove
Twenty years ago Dan and Sandra pitched their 

tent in Hidden Cove and over the next three 

years hand built Hidden Cove Lodge. This large 

wooden-beamed lodge is their lifelong home  

and can be reached either by water or by a 

graded but unsealed three-kilometre track 

through the forest. The property is set in a 

stunning wilderness environment where large 

cedar trees overlook the idyllic tidal inlet. Wildlife 

is prolific and you are likely to have encounters 

with black bears, otters, deer and eagles. The 

high timber-roofed dining room and lounge 

provide sweeping views as well as some of the 

best food in northern Vancouver Island. The 

property has nine simple but comfortably-

appointed en suite bedrooms, and Dan and 

Sandra use wind and solar power to try to 

ensure a carbon neutral approach.

U’mista Cultural Centre, Alert Bay

Hidden Cove Lodge, Telegraph Cove

Quarterdeck Inn, Port Hardy
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Helicopter trip from Nimmo Bay Wilderness Resort Nimmo Bay Wilderness Resort, near Port McNeill

Boats in the harbour, Prince Rupert Fisherman, Port Hardy

 Nimmo Bay Wilderness 
Resort, near Port McNeill
A small, secluded, family-owned and operated 

property, Nimmo Bay Wilderness Resort lies in 

the middle of British Columbia’s Great Bear 

Rainforest. Guests stay in one of nine over-water 

or stream-side wooden cabins, each offering 

breathtaking views of the bay or the surrounding 

wilderness. During your stay you will feast on 

fresh coastal cuisine and be able to relax in the 

cedar hot tubs while listening to the sounds of a 

waterfall. This luxury resort offers a wide range 

of activities, accessible by helicopter if preferred, 

including fishing, hiking, glacier tours, bear 

watching, hiking, whale watching, kayaking and 

First Nations cultural experiences.

Inside Passage Ferry

Operating between Port Hardy and Prince 

Rupert, this 15 hour scenic ferry journey takes 

you past snow-capped mountains, jagged fjords, 

forested islands and quaint fishing villages. Along 

the way there is a good chance of seeing wildlife; 

keep a lookout for orcas, seals, whales and bald 

eagles in particular. Services on board include a 

restaurant, licensed lounges, a gift shop and many 

seating areas. You may wish to reserve reclining 

seats in advance in the Aurora Observation 

Lounge, which has excellent forward-facing 

views, or have the privacy of a cabin.

Prince Rupert

Located on British Columbia’s beautiful north 

coast and at the terminus of the Skeena railway, 

Prince Rupert is an easily accessible destination. 

This is a place where eagles, bears and whales 

outnumber people, and the area has over 10,000 

years of First Nations history. In more recent 

years pulp and paper production as well as 

salmon fishing and canning have been the 

dominant industries. The Museum of Northern 

British Columbia is particularly worth visiting, 

especially for its interpretation of First Nations 

history, while the nearby Khutzeymateen 

Provincial Park occupies a beautiful valley that has 

a high density of grizzly bears and is Canada’s 

only grizzly bear sanctuary.

 Crest Hotel, Prince Rupert
Situated on a high promontory overlooking the 

inner harbour, Crest Hotel enjoys one of the 

most scenic vantage points of Prince Rupert’s 

Kaien Island yet lies just minutes from the city’s 

major attractions. There are 102 comfortable 

rooms and suites, and the Waterfront Restaurant 

offers unobstructed views of Prince Rupert 

harbour and the neighbouring islands. The menu 

features an array of local seafood, whilst the 

comprehensive wine cellar offers a fine selection 

of award-winning BC wines. The hotel also has a 

gym, steam room and outdoor hot tub.

The Skeena train

Travelling 1,160 kilometres over two days, with a 

night in Prince George, the Skeena links Prince 

Rupert on the Pacific Coast with Jasper in the 

heart of the Rocky Mountains. This is one of 

Canada’s most scenic train journeys, 

encompassing great stretches of wilderness 

punctuated by small settlements, farms and 

sawmills. This section of Canada’s northern 

transcontinental rail line was completed in 1914, 

and along the way you will see reminders of the 

ancient heritage of the First Nations people and 

the pioneer days of steam trains, gold panning 

and paddle steamers. Economy Class has wide 

seats and large picture windows, whilst Touring 

Class includes cold meals and exclusive access to 

the domed observatory car and Bullet Lounge. 

The Skeena train
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Canada is arguably the best country in the 

world to see black, grizzly and polar bears, and 

British Columbia is particularly renowned for 

black and grizzly viewing in their natural 

environment. You may see a bear by the 

roadside or from a railway carriage, but a 

guided trip or a stay at a wilderness lodge 

offers encounters at much closer range. 

Black bears
Common throughout most of Canada, black 

bears tend to like the solitude of the forest but 

they are, at times, lured into the towns by the 

prospect of an easy meal. They are excellent 

climbers and it is not uncommon to see a sow 

ushering her cubs up the nearest pine tree out 

of harm’s way. Vancouver Island and British 

Columbia’s Great Bear Rainforest, Alberta’s 

Rocky Mountains, southern Manitoba and the 

forests of Québec and New Brunswick provide 

the best sightings.

Spirit bears
The Kermode, or ‘spirit’ bear is the rarest of all 

North American bears. Revered by First 

Nations people, they can only be found in a 

small corner of British Columbia’s Great Bear 

Rainforest. Although white, they are actually 

black bears with a double-recessive gene that 

gives them their lighter colouring. September is 

the best time to spot them in the wild as they 

venture to the salmon-filled rivers to feed.

Grizzly bears
Aloof and charismatic, fiercely territorial, and at 

times frustratingly hard to find, the grizzly bear 

is one of the largest predators in North 

America. Fortunately grizzlies are guided by 

their stomachs and during the annual salmon 

run it is possible to see them gather in large 

numbers on the Pacific coast. Like black bears, 

grizzlies hibernate during the winter so sightings 

are more common between May and October, 

with the best viewing opportunities in 

September and October. 

In the spring both black and grizzly bears 

emerge from hibernation to mate and feed on 

berries, flowers and grasses, as well as fish, 

insects, honey and even elk and moose. Sows 

typically have one or two cubs every other year, 

and both black and grizzly bears live between 

15 and 25 years in the wild.

 Knight Inlet Lodge,  
Great Bear Rainforest
The longest fjord on the British Columbia 

coast, Knight Inlet enjoys a breathtaking 

backdrop as 2,000 metre high mountains 

plunge dramatically into the Pacific. In the calm 

of the temperate Great Bear Rainforest lies 

Knight Inlet Lodge, reached by a spectacular 

seaplane flight from Campbell River. This simple 

floating lodge offers just 18 comfortable rooms, 

ensuring guests a warm welcome and personal 

service. A variety of guided activities are 

available including rainforest walks, sea kayaking, 

whale watching and fishing, however, the 

highlight is the excellent bear watching. The 

area is home to one of British Columbia’s 

highest concentrations of grizzly bears, and it is 

not uncommon for up to 50 bears to be within 

the vicinity of the lodge. The superb and 

knowledgeable naturalist guides strive to show 

bears in their natural habitat without disturbing 

them, and sightings can be from boats or 

viewing platforms. All meals and activities are 

included in your stay.
Black bear, British Columbia

Bear viewing in British Columbia

Grizzly bear seen from Tweedsmuir Park Lodge

Knight Inlet Lodge, Great Bear Rainforest
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 Great Bear Lodge,  
Great Bear Rainforest
Great Bear Lodge is a very special retreat 

situated in remote and pristine rainforest 

amidst awe-inspiring scenery. Owned and run 

by a very experienced naturalist and biologist, 

Tom Rivest, and his partner Marg, the small 

specialist team here will help you to see bears 

and other native wildlife at close quarters on 

two guided trips each day. The two-storey 

floating lodge has just eight en suite bedrooms. 

The sitting room is a congenial place to relax, 

read or socialise, and the library carries a stock 

of natural history books. Wind and solar power 

fuel the lodge, and the natural wood decks 

offer a perfect place to enjoy a glass of wine 

and some of BC’s most beautiful and remote 

scenery. Occasionally, humpback whales can 

even be seen breaching in the wide estuary. 

Guests dine communally; the food here is 

excellent, and complimentary wine and beer 

are served with lunch and dinner. Spectacular 

return seaplane flights from Port Hardy are 

included.

 Tweedsmuir Park Lodge, 
Tweedsmuir Provincial Park
Tweedsmuir Park Lodge lies amongst 

magnificent mountain scenery in the heart of 

British Columbia. This delightful lodge offers 

intimate bear watching trips by river boat, and 

wonderful opportunities to explore the region’s 

thriving and ancient First Nations culture.

 Spirit Bear Lodge, Klemtu
In the heart of the Great Bear Rainforest close 

to a remote and protected archipelago of small 

islands, Spirit Bear Lodge offers unparalleled 

access to some of the best grizzly and spirit 

bear viewing in western Canada. The lodge is 

owned and operated by First Nations people 

and provides exclusive access to bear viewing 

locations in the Spirit Bear Conservancy. Bear 

viewing takes place either from boats or in small 

guided walking groups; guides are also able to 

provide a fascinating insight into the culture of 

the local Kitasoo and Xai’xais First Nations 

people. The lodge interior is decorated in the 

style of the traditional First Nations coastal 

longhouses and there are just 12 rooms all with 

king size beds and private bathrooms. After a 

day of bear viewing guests can share stories in 

the Great Room, an intimate lounge with 

comfortable sofas, six metre high windows, 

local Tsimshian art and solid cedar dining tables. 

Passing orcas, white-sided dolphins and sea lions 

can sometimes be seen right from the lounge.

 Farewell Harbour Lodge, 
Broughton Archipelago 
Provincial Park
Set on the edge of the renowned and pristine 

Broughton Archipelago Provincial Park off the 

northeast coast of Vancouver Island, Farewell 

Harbour Lodge is a charming rustic wilderness 

island retreat. Accessed by boat from Telegraph 

Cove, the lodge is renowned for superb wildlife 

viewing including some of the world’s best orca 

and humpback whale watching. There is also 

excellent black and grizzly bear viewing as well 

as fishing and kayaking. There are just 12 en 

suite guest rooms and the main lodge has an 

open fire, large picture windows and a hot tub 

on the deck. 

Black Bear watching day tour, Tofino
From April to October it is possible to see 

black bears venture onto the shores of the 

beautiful, sheltered waters of Clayoquot Sound 

in search of food. These two and a half hour 

trips in a 24ft Zodiac, leave from Tofino on 

Vancouver Island’s west coast.
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Returning to the Maple Leaf after an excursion ashore

Ninstints, Gwaii Haanas National Park

Yacht journeys in British 
Columbia & Alaska

Taking a multi-day yacht trip is a thrilling and 

adventurous way to explore the spectacular 

coasts of British Columbia and Alaska. Each day 

brings a new adventure as you cruise through 

isolated channels in search of whales and birds, 

look for foraging bears, explore abandoned 

aboriginal villages or go kayaking or hiking on 

parts of the coast that would otherwise remain 

inaccessible. Small groups enable a wonderful 

rapport to develop between passengers  

and crew.

 Island Roamer & Island 
Odyssey
Island Odyssey and Island Roamer are 65 foot 

ketches (sailing boats) that operate to Haida 

Gwaii (the Queen Charlotte Islands), southeast 

Alaska, the Gulf Islands and the islands and inlets 

of the coast of British Columbia. Each vessel can 

accommodate a maximum of 16 passengers in 

eight double cabins, sharing three small 

bathrooms with hot showers. There is also a 

comfortable lounge, well-equipped galley and a 

covered wildlife viewing area on deck.

 Maple Leaf
Maple Leaf is a completely restored 92 foot 

schooner that combines modern conveniences 

with classical decor that nods to her Edwardian 

past. With a maximum of eight guests on board 

and a crew of four or five, you are guaranteed a 

highly personalised service. The sleeping areas 

offer large comfortable beds that are separated 

by walls and heavy curtains, and three bathrooms 

with hot showers shared between them.

Maple Leaf has lots of deck space, perfect for 

admiring the incredible coastal scenery. Guests 

often dine on deck or enjoy a picnic or barbecue 

ashore, however, the comfortable dining area 

provides the perfect atmosphere for sharing the 

day’s experiences. Maple Leaf has two 15 foot 

rigid-hull inflatable boats for shore excursions 

with expert naturalists and historians to search 

for birds, bears and marine life. Kayaks are also 

available that are fun to take for a paddle while 

the boat is at anchor.

Haida Gwaii

Haida Gwaii, or the Queen Charlotte Islands, is 

an archipelago of some 154 islands lying off the 

northwest coast of British Columbia that is the 

ancestral home of the Haida people. Sometimes 

known as the ‘Canadian Galapagos’, this sparsely 

populated, wild, rainy and magical place teems 

with bald eagles, peregrine falcons, elusive 

black-footed albatrosses and the world’s largest 

black bears. The islands benefit from a warm 

ocean current whose rain clouds have created a 

landscape filled with thousand-year-old spruce 

and cedar rainforests. One of Canada’s most 

superb national parks, Gwaii Haanas, is found 

here; embracing 138 islands and some 500 Haida 

archaeological sites, this outstanding park, whilst 

not easily accessed, is well worth visiting. Here 

you will find ruined dwellings, intricately carved 

totem poles, and the finest site of all, Sgan Gwaii, 

or Ninstints, abandoned by the Haida in 1880 but 

now declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
Island Roamer
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Heli-hiking from Tweedsmuir Park LodgeCoastal scenery, Haida Gwaii

Grey wolves, Bella Coola Valley Oystercatcher, Gwaii Haanas National Park Spirit bear, Great Bear Rainforest

Tweedsmuir Provincial Park

On Canada’s west coast between the north end 

of Vancouver Island and the Alaskan border, a 

wilderness region larger than Belgium winds 

through 400 kilometres of forested islands and 

inlets. It is the largest tract of intact temperate 

rainforest left on Earth and is known as the 

Great Bear Rainforest. At its heart, the Bella 

Coola Valley is a delicately interwoven 

ecosystem, with Tweedsmuir Provincial Park 

forming the eastern end. The park is the second 

largest provincial park in British Columbia and 

this is where salmon migrate up the rivers to 

spawn in the late summer and early autumn 

before dying in their millions. Bears, eagles and 

wolves descend from the mountains in large 

numbers to feast on the salmon carcasses before 

the winter arrives, and traditionally it was also a 

rich harvest time for the local First Nations 

peoples. The first inhabitants of the valley, the 

Nuxalk people, still live here and petroglyphs 

many thousands of years old exist in large 

numbers on moss-covered boulders amongst the 

old-growth rainforest. Gold seekers and 

Norwegian farmers settled in the 1800s and it 

was they who, in the 1930s, convinced the 

provincial government to finance the building of 

‘The Hill’, a precipitous dirt road from the head 

of the valley over the mountain passes to the 

Chilcotin farmlands and Williams Lake beyond.

 Tweedsmuir Park Lodge, 
Tweedsmuir Provincial Park
Set in a large tract of wilderness 70 kilometres by 

road from Bella Coola, historic Tweedsmuir Park 

Lodge is located on the edge of the Great Bear 

Rainforest. Originally built in 1929 as a hunting 

lodge, it was rebuilt in 1952 and offers a warm, 

homely setting. There are just nine wooden 

chalets and cabins. The lodge offers guided 

fishing trips, nature walks, helicopter adventures, 

fjord trips, and tours to explore the culture and 

history of the local Nuxalk First Nations people. 

The highlight for many visitors though, is the 

thrilling boat-based bear watching trips. Quietly 

drifting along the river you will observe bears on 

the banks at eye level. The lodge also has its own 

spa, an outdoor hot tub and large deck from 

where you can enjoy glimpses of passing wildlife 

and breathtaking mountain views of the 2,500 

metre rock peak, aptly named Stupendous 

Mountain.

Tweedsmuir Park LodgeMount Stupendous, Bella Coola Valley

Nuxalk petroglyphs, Bella Coola Valley
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Trail riding, Cariboo Region 

The Cariboo region

The rolling ranch country and immense forests of 

British Columbia’s interior plateau, known as the 

Cariboo, extends from the Coast Mountains in 

the west to the Cariboo Mountains in the east. 

Between 1862 and 1870, over 100,000 people 

travelled along the Cariboo wagon road in search 

of gold. Barkerville, a restored gold rush town, is 

the most atmospheric of the remote settlements 

along this route. As the gold rush subsided some 

prospectors stayed to farm the land and today 

this is prime ranching country, criss-crossed by 

the canyons and ravines of the Fraser and 

Thompson rivers.

 Echo Valley Ranch & Spa,  
near Clinton 
Surrounded by spectacular landscapes, Echo 

Valley Ranch & Spa offers an exceptional range of 

activities from horse riding and hiking to 

photography safaris, fishing, gold panning and 

scenic flights. There are 20 stylish rooms, a 

wonderful Thai spa, and the food includes 

healthy gourmet cuisine and hearty cowboy 

cookouts. All meals are included and wine and 

beer are complimentary with dinner. As you 

arrive you are likely to be met by one of their 

eight border collies.

Wells Gray Provincial Park

Wells Gray Provincial Park is one of Canada’s 

most beautiful parks and is known for its wildlife, 

thundering waterfalls and white water rafting. 

This enormous park is set in the Cariboo 

Mountains just a short distance from the little 

town of Clearwater. Black bears, deer, moose, 

and wolves can often be seen here. From June 

onwards alpine flowers transform the meadows 

above the treeline and provide a stunning 

backdrop to excursions on horseback, by canoe 

and on foot. The most impressive of the park’s 

waterfalls is Helmcken Falls, which plunges 140 

metres into an abyss and, during winter, freezes 

into a great tower of ice.

 The Lake House, Clearwater
Sitting on the edge of pristine Dutch Lake, this 

property has just three large rooms, each with 

stunning views across the water from a private 

patio. The Lake House provides a convenient and 

tranquil retreat for those wishing to explore 

Wells Gray Provincial Park. Guests are also free 

to use canoes and paddle boards on the lake, 

which is fed by warm springs. Delicious 

breakfasts are served either in the main dining 

room or in the comfort of your room, and the 

property has a barbecue should you wish to 

cook alfresco.

 Alpine Meadows Resort,  
near Clearwater
Alpine Meadows is located an hour south of 

Wells Gray Provincial Park and 30 minutes south 

of Clearwater, and consists of 29 chalets and log 

cabins each with a full kitchen and a private deck. 

There are many activities available here such as 

canoeing on the lake, fishing, hiking, cycling and 

horse riding.

Wells Gray Park guided hike

Throughout the summer season you can discover 

the wildlife and explore the geology and human 

history of Wells Gray Provincial Park on a four 

hour guided hike. Typically three to six kilometres 

in length with plenty of time to stop en route, 

the walks are suitable for adults and older 

children of average fitness and mobility. During 

July and August you can also walk to the stunning 

Trophy Mountain flower meadows.

Alpine Meadows Resort, near Clearwater
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Nita Lake Lodge, Whistler

Echo Valley Ranch & Spa, near Clinton Trophy Meadow, Wells Gray Provincial Park Helmcken Falls, Wells Gray Provincial Park

Whistler

Whistler has earned a reputation as Canada’s 

finest year-round resort, with its spectacular 

scenery and plethora of activities just a two hour 

drive from Vancouver along the beautiful Sea to 

Sky Highway. The resort is a series of carefully 

designed villages offering easy access to Whistler 

and Blackcomb Mountain. In winter, skiing, 

snowmobiling, dog-sledding and snow-boarding 

are popular, while in summer hikers and 

mountain bikers hit the slopes, with jetboating, 

4x4 adventures, white water rafting, zip-lining, 

horse riding and heli-hiking providing additional 

entertainment.

 Nita Lake Lodge, Whistler
This stylish boutique hotel is nestled at the base 

of Whistler Mountain, on the quiet shores of 

Nita Lake. The lodge’s lakeside location, 

proximity to the train station and village centre, 

along with its wellness spa and retro-themed 

restaurant, are just a few of its distinctive 

features. All 77 rooms and suites feature a 

floor-to-ceiling basalt fireplace, heated stone 

floors and large bathrooms with deep bathtubs 

and a separate shower. A complimentary 4x4 

shuttle service is available to Whistler village.

 Delta Whistler Village Suites, 
Whistler
This great value all-suite property is located in 

the heart of Whistler village with breathtaking 

mountain views. After a day spent outdoors, you 

can relax by the fireplace, or in the hot tub or 

swimming pool. The 207 one and two bedroom 

self-catering suites are perfect for families.

Horseback camping trips

You can experience the stunning mountain 

scenery of southwest British Columbia on a 

multi-day horseback camping trip. Accompanied 

by a guide who is passionate about the region 

and an expert on its flora and fauna, you can 

tailor your trip to your interests and hike or ride 

into the mountains to see grizzly bears, fish in 

remote lakes or explore the wildflower 

meadows. For those who choose to ride, the 

Cayuse mountain horses are sure-footed, 

intelligent and friendly, and riding lessons can be 

arranged if necessary. After a day of activities you 

may wish to swim in a mountain lake, try your 

hand at archery, watch a horse logging or shoeing 

demonstration or simply relax around a campfire 

and gaze at the stars. Options are entirely flexible 

and suit a range of fitness and experience levels. 

Trips vary in duration and include all meals. If you 

prefer not to camp you can choose to be based 

at the rustic but comfortable ranch instead.

Survival & bushcraft courses

Get closer to the vast Canadian wilderness on a 

three night survival and bushcraft course where 

you will learn how to build a shelter and create 

fire without matches, source water, identify trees, 

plants and fungi and gain new navigation skills. 

You will also learn about animal behaviour and 

tracking, how to build traps and dig for wild food.

Delta Whistler Village Suites, Whistler
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Vineyard, Kelowna, Okanagan Valley

Okanagan Valley

Located in southern British Columbia, the 

Okanagan Valley is one of Canada’s warmest 

regions and its main wine producing area. Its 

international reputation is growing fast and a 

tour of the local wineries is a wonderful way to 

explore. Lake Okanagan provides a spectacular 

backdrop to the vineyards and the many golf 

courses and rolling orchards of the valley, and 

during the summer months countless lakeside 

sandy beaches offer a variety of outdoor and 

water-based activities. The main centres are 

Kelowna and Penticton, but charming Naramata 

and Osoyoos are much smaller bases from which 

to explore. 

 Burrowing Owl Estate Winery, 
Osoyoos
With its dramatic vantage point in the middle of 

the vineyards, Burrowing Owl Estate Winery is a 

winemaking facility that combines state-of-the-

art technologies with classic winemaking 

traditions. The winery offers guided tours and 

there is also an excellent restaurant and wine 

shop. The adjacent guest house provides ten 

spacious rooms, each with a private balcony or 

terrace and views of the vineyards. There is also 

a comfortable lounge and a 25 metre outdoor 

swimming pool with a sun deck and hot tub.

 Sutherland Blueberry B&B, 
Naramata
Set in lovely gardens, the good value Sutherland 

Blueberry B&B commands beautiful views over 

the orchards and vineyards that tumble down to 

Lake Okanagan. Guests here have exclusive use 

of the two bedroom suite which comprises a 

kitchen, living area and a private patio. A delicious 

breakfast is delivered each morning including, in 

season, fresh home-grown blueberries.

Kootenay National Park

The Kootenay Rockies, protected within 

Kootenay National Park, are British Columbia’s 

answer to Alberta’s famed Rocky Mountains and 

hold the same UNESCO World Heritage Site 

status. Just as big and beautiful, they are far less 

visited and thus offer visitors the chance to have 

the spectacular scenery to themselves. Wedged 

between the mountains are sparsely-populated 

valleys with large numbers of grizzly and black 

bears, deer, moose and elk.

 Cross River Cabins,  
Kootenay National Park
Located in a spectacular area of Kootenay 

National Park, Cross River Cabins offers a great 

blend of adventure activities, relaxation and 

warm hospitality. This small, family-run property 

prides itself on its environmentally-friendly and 

sustainable practices. There are just eight cabins, 

each with a wood-burning fireplace, along with 

ten traditional tipis, all surrounded by beautiful 

pine trees and breathtaking views of the Rocky 

Mountains. The spacious main lodge offers a 

large living room with vaulted ceilings and an 

open fireplace. Optional activities include guided 

hiking, canoeing, river rafting, and First Nations 

cultural experiences.

Burrowing Owl Estate Winery, Osoyoos

Cross River Cabins, Kootenay National Park
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Mountain goats

Jasper

At the heart of the towering mountains and 

turquoise lakes of Jasper National Park is the 

small town of Jasper. The town still retains a 

frontier feel, and though it is small enough to 

walk around, it offers every amenity with plenty 

of restaurants, bars and shops. The town is set 

against the stupendous beauty of the 

surrounding national park, where nature is 

revealed in all her might and majesty. Nearby, 

Spirit Island on Maligne Lake is an icon of the 

Rockies, as is Maligne Canyon. Other highlights 

include Miette Hot Springs, Medicine Lake and 

the Athabasca River. The region abounds in 

wildlife with elk, moose, mountain goats and 

bears just some of the animals that are frequently 

seen. Activity options include guided mountain 

walks, visits to the Columbia Icefields, and 

thrilling helicopter flights.

 Park Place Inn, Jasper
A small, comfortable hotel, Park Place Inn is 

located in the heart of downtown Jasper, within 

easy walking distance of a variety of restaurants, 

shops and nightlife. Your comfort is important 

here, and each of the 14 rooms offers oriental 

carpets, a marble bathroom and goose down 

duvets. Some rooms also have a Jacuzzi bath in 

the bedroom. Although there is no restaurant 

there are plenty of dining choices within a few 

minutes’ walk.

 Alpine Village Log Cabins, 
near Jasper
Set between the azure Athabasca River and thick 

spruce forest, Alpine Village Log Cabins have 

plenty of charm and character. The 48 well-

spaced, cosy cabins are located two kilometres 

south of Jasper and have been refurbished to 

retain their original historic character. The cabins 

come in a variety of sizes but all have a fireplace, 

and most have a kitchen or kitchenette and a 

private patio with barbecue. The deluxe one 

bedroom suites have king size beds, large 

bathrooms and a microwave and fridge. There is 

also a delightful hot tub in which to soak after a 

day of sightseeing or activities, making this the 

perfect place to relax whilst exploring the 

beautiful Jasper area.

White water rafting

The Athabasca River provides an excellent 

introduction to white water rafting. Travelling 

along the river you will encounter many grade 

two white water rapids and between them, 

during calm stretches of water, the guide will 

provide a commentary about the human and 

natural history of the river. This is a superb 

opportunity to admire spectacular mountain 

scenery whilst at the same time enjoying the thrill 

of white water rafting. For those seeking more 

challenging rafting, we can arrange exhilarating 

trips from nearby Clearwater; please speak to 

our specialists for further information.

Maligne Lake tour

This tour takes you to one of the most 

spectacular areas of Jasper National Park. First 

you will stop at Maligne Canyon where 10,000 

years of erosion have created a gorge 49 metres 

deep. This is best explored on a short walk, to 

marvel as the Maligne River thunders through 

the canyon in a series of waterfalls. You will then 

visit Medicine Lake before arriving at Maligne 

Lake for a boat cruise to Spirit Island in the 

centre of the lake. After the boat cruise you can 

relax and soak up the sights or enjoy tea at the 

Lake Chalet before your transfer back to Jasper.

Alpine Village Log Cabins, near Jasper
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Bow Lake, off Icefields Parkway

Icefields Parkway drive

The road linking Jasper in the north with Lake 

Louise and Banff in the south runs through the 

heart of some of the most magnificent scenery in 

Canada’s Rocky Mountains and is justifiably 

known as one of the world’s most scenic drives. 

Glaciated peaks, sparkling lakes and tumbling 

waterfalls line the route and we recommend that 

you allow a full day to complete the 232 

kilometre journey, enabling you to stop at some 

of the many sights along the way. At the 

Columbia Icefields you can board a vehicle to 

take you right onto the Athabasca Glacier. 

Nearby, turquoise Peyto Lake and thundering 

Sunwapta Falls are also quite incredible. There 

are many hiking trails along the route letting you 

discover this breathtaking area.

Lake Louise

Known worldwide as the ‘jewel of the Rockies’, 

the still blue waters of stunning Lake Louise 

reflect the Victoria Glacier and the jagged peaks 

that surround it. One end of the lake is 

dominated by huge Château Lake Louise, a 

stately hotel, but a short walk brings visitors to 

the heart of the mountain wilderness. There are 

many hiking trails here and canoes are available 

to rent. Alternatively, horse riding and mountain 

biking are great ways to explore. Lake Louise 

village offers a handful of facilities and is a good 

base for exploring the area.

Yoho National Park

Encircled by an amphitheatre of magnificent 

mountains, the little town of Field, at the heart of 

Yoho National Park, is the perfect base for 

exploring the grandeur of the surrounding 

scenery. Yoho is much less visited than nearby 

Banff National Park, yet contains mountain 

scenery of incomparable beauty, including 

highlights such as Lake O’Hara, Emerald Lake and 

Takakkaw Falls. Near Field village lie the famed 

Spiral Tunnels, a veritable feat of railway 

engineering, and the Burgess Shales, a highly 

unusual geological formation rich in fossils 530 

million years old.

 Cathedral Mountain Lodge, 
near Field
Located just outside Field, Cathedral Mountain 

Lodge has 31 cabins dotted amongst the trees. 

Locally-made furniture and wood-burning fires 

create a cosy alpine atmosphere. The main lodge 

has a spacious dining room and lounge with a 

stone fireplace, and a sun deck offering delightful 

river views. Guests also have access to the 

canoes, guided hikes and evening lectures at 

Moraine Lake Lodge.

 Moraine Lake Lodge, Banff 
National Park
This classic mountain lodge enjoys a magnificent 

location on the shores of Moraine Lake, just a 15 

minute drive from Lake Louise. The views here 

are superb and presentations in the library shed 

light on the history and wildlife of Banff National 

Park. In true mountain fashion there are no 

telephones or televisions in the 33 rooms, the 

property generates its own power and glacier 

water is filtered for the lodge and its restaurants.

Moraine Lake Lodge, Lake Louise

Cathedral Mountain Lodge, near Field
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There are literally hundreds of hiking trails in 

the Rocky Mountains, appealing to all levels of 

fitness, and hiking in the national and 

provincial parks is almost always on well-

marked, well-maintained trails. We can 

arrange small group guided day or multi-day 

hikes, led by local experts who are passionate 

about walking, or you can simply follow the 

trails independently. The hiking season in the 

Rockies is relatively short with many trails 

snowbound until mid-June. The weather can 

change very quickly in the mountains so do 

ensure you are prepared by carrying water 

and waterproofs.

Jasper National Park
The well-known scenic highlights of Jasper 

National Park include the Maligne Canyon, 

Maligne Lake, the Athabasca River and Miette 

hot springs. Jasper National Park itself is much 

less visited than Banff National Park to the 

south, meaning visitors have a better chance 

of seeing wildlife. There is a huge network of 

trails in Jasper National Park including the 

Discovery Trail, an easy eight kilometre trail 

around the edge of the town, and the three 

kilometre Mary Schaffer Loop near Maligne 

Lake. Perhaps the best known trails are the 

nine kilometre Path of the Glacier Trail to 

Mount Edith Cavell, and the 46 kilometre 

multi-day Skyline Trail, which is a breathtaking 

walk that mainly takes place above the  

tree line.

Banff National Park
Huge and historic, Banff National Park offers a 

wonderful variety of scenic walking trails to 

suit all abilities. The park does get busy, 

especially during the peak summer months, 

but is large enough to offer plenty of 

opportunities to get off the beaten path. One 

of the best hikes from Banff is the ten 

kilometre Bow River Falls and Hoodoos Trail, 

which leads around wind-sculpted rock 

formations and part of Tunnel Mountain. 

Other popular trails include Stewart Canyon, 

which is a five and a half kilometre walk to the 

Scenic walks of the Rockies

Lake Louise

Canmore

Field

Banff

Jasper

ALBERTA

BRITISH COLUMBIA

Mount
Edith Cavell

Cirrus
Mountain

Mount
Wilson

Mount
Murchison

Castle Mountain

Sulphur
Mountain

R
O

C
K

Y   M
O

U
N

TA I N
S

Abraham
Lake

Peyto
Lake

Bow
Lake

Emerald
Lake

Lake
O’Hara

Lake
Louise

Lake
Minnewanka

Maligne
Lake

Athabasca
Falls

Columbia
Icefields

Sunwapta
Pass

Saskatchewan
River Crossing

Bow Valley
Parkway

Spiral
Tunnels

Burgess
Shale Beds

Kicking
Horse Pass

Jasper
National Park

Yoho
National

Park

Banff
National Park

Kootenay
National Park

20 miles

32 kilometres0

0

Walking trail in the Rockies Peyto Lake, Banff National Park Golden-mantled ground squirrel

there are also spectacular trails around 

Takakkaw Falls and Emerald Lake. The short 

but difficult guided hike to the Burgess Shale 

beds on Mount Stephen enables you to learn 

about the region’s fascinating fossil remains.

Kootenay National Park
Kootenay is the only national park in Canada 

to boast both glaciers and cacti; summer 

temperatures can be very high here. There 

are over 200 kilometres of hiking trails but the 

most popular are relatively short, one to three 

kilometres each way and lead through forest 

trails to highlights such as Cobb, Dog or Olive 

lakes, the Paint Pots (iron-rich springs) and  

the Marble Canyon. Wonderful guided day 

and multi-day hikes are available from Cross 

River Cabins.

Cascade River and Sunshine Meadows, a 

beautiful alpine meadow set at an altitude of 

over 2,000 metres and reached on a 14.5 

kilometre hike. At Lake Louise, the Plain of Six 

Glaciers circuit is a 14.5 kilometre hike with a 

600 metre elevation gain, but for those feeling 

less energetic a simple stroll along the lake’s 

edge at either Moraine Lake or Lake Louise is 

hard to beat. You could also take guided hikes 

into Banff National Park that are led by Dave 

from Ambleside Lodge in Canmore.

Yoho National Park
Further off the beaten track, but offering 

some of the most dramatic scenery in the 

Rockies, Yoho National Park is well worth 

exploring. A short two and a half kilometre 

walk will take you to pretty Wapta Falls, whilst 
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View over Banff

Banff

The small town of Banff is dominated by the 

towering mountains of Banff National Park. The 

town itself has plenty of shops and restaurants 

but it is the stunning beauty of the surrounding 

national park that captivates visitors. Created in 

1887, this is Canada’s oldest national park, 

encompassing some of the finest scenery in 

North America, if not the world. For an overall 

view of the mountain landscape take the gondola 

to the top of Sulphur Mountain before visiting 

the Cave and Basin, Lake Minnewanka, and 

bathing in the Banff Upper Hot Springs. Activity 

options include walking, horse riding, mountain 

biking, canoeing and rafting, all of which may well 

provide a close encounter with the region’s 

abundant wildlife.

 Buffalo Mountain Lodge, Banff
Located on the slopes of Tunnel Mountain just a 

few minutes’ drive from the centre of Banff, 

Buffalo Mountain Lodge is a tranquil oasis. Built 

of timber and fieldstone, the delightful main 

lodge features wooden post-and-beam ceilings 

and a huge stone fireplace. The adjacent dining 

room offers mouth-watering local cuisine and an 

award-winning wine selection, whilst there is also 

a cafe serving more casual fare. In total there are 

108 rooms located in two-storey annexes, and all 

have a balcony or patio and a wood-burning 

fieldstone fireplace. The premier rooms are 

larger, with wooden cathedral ceilings and 

bathrooms with claw-foot baths and a separate 

shower. In addition there is a lovely outdoor  

hot tub.

 Hidden Ridge Resort, Banff
Tucked away on Tunnel Mountain, this popular 

stone and timber-built resort features 107 

well-equipped and spacious self-contained 

apartments, each with a kitchen and a sitting 

room with a wood-burning fireplace. Although 

Hidden Ridge does not have a restaurant, 

barbecues are available and a complimentary 

shuttle service operates to the restaurants and 

shops of Banff town centre. The lodge lies one 

kilometre from Banff, meaning you can escape 

the liveliness of the town centre but still have all 

its facilities within walking distance.

 Rimrock Resort Hotel, Banff
Perched high on a pristine mountain above Banff 

town, the Rimrock Resort Hotel offers 

comfortable and luxurious accommodation, 

combined with impressive alpine valley views. 

The property boasts 346 well-appointed rooms, 

in addition to three restaurants, a bar, a 

swimming pool, a squash court and a spa. 

Although a little way outside town, there is a 

regular shuttle bus into Banff, which is 

complimentary for guests, and Upper Hot 

Springs and the Sulphur Mountain Gondola are 

just a short walk away.

Buffalo Mountain Lodge, Banff Hidden Ridge Resort, Banff

Rimrock Resort Hotel, Banff
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Heli-hiking is an exciting way to access the 

heart of the Rockies and the unspoilt 

landscapes and fantastic walks that few others 

have traversed. The use of helicopters also 

provides a thrilling flight past soaring mountain 

peaks and over alpine meadows. 

Multi-day heli-hikes, which allow guests to 

experience the full diversity of the Canadian 

Rockies in a short space of time, commence 

from remote mountain lodges accessed by 

helicopter from Banff. Twice each day you will 

be flown to remote parts of the mountains 

that can otherwise only be reached by 

experienced rock climbers. Hikes can be 

tailored to any level of fitness, and walkers will 

be accompanied by expert guides.

Day 1
You will be transferred from your hotel in 

Banff to the helipad for your first helicopter 

flight over sensational mountain scenery. On 

arrival at the lodge you will be provided with 

boots, day packs and rain gear, and then at 

noon guests gather in the dining room for 

lunch, to meet the staff and have a briefing on 

the next few days. After a safety talk and a 

helicopter flight, guests set off for a 

spectacular afternoon of hiking. In the late 

afternoon, you will be picked up and taken 

back to the lodge for hors d’oeuvres and 

drinks. Gourmet dinners are served around 

one large table, and this is generally followed 

by conversation by the fire, and perhaps a 

sauna or a soak in the hot tub.

Days 2-3
Divided into groups of between eight and 

eleven people according to ability, energy and 

inclination, each group, with its own guide, will 

spend the morning roaming and hiking in 

breathtakingly beautiful mountain landscapes. 

The first helicopter leaves at 9am, making the 

short but dramatic trip to the timberline. 

Guests are given a packed lunch and, 

depending on the weather and length of the 

hike, may be moved to a different part of the 

mountains in the afternoon. This gives you the 

chance to experience a variety of settings, 

from alpine meadows to timberline ridges and 

glaciers. At the end of the day you are flown 

back to the lodge to enjoy a massage, have a 

go at the lodge’s climbing wall or enjoy a 

cocktail on the deck.

Day 4
After breakfast, the helicopter departs for 

your last thrilling flight back to the helipad 

where you board a private coach for the 

transfer to Lake Louise, Banff, or Calgary. 

Alternatively, return to your hire car and 

continue your journey.

Accommodation
Each of the small mountain lodges used for 

heli-hiking has spectacular mountain views 

and a cosy, warm, personable ambience. 

Although facilities are limited, they offer a 

surprising degree of comfort for such remote 

locations. All meals are included.

 Bugaboos Lodge, Banff
This lodge lies about 1,600 metres above sea 

level and offers spectacular views of the 

jagged Bugaboo Mountains and the great 

glaciers that swirl below them. It has 35  

en suite rooms, a large lounge, sauna, steam 

room, games room and a rooftop hot tub 

with magnificent views.

 Bobbie Burns Lodge, Banff
Bobbie Burns Lodge has 24 en suite rooms, an 

outdoor Jacuzzi with stunning mountain views, 

a sauna, games room, shop and a large 

welcoming fireplace in its very comfortable 

lounge area. Known for its excellent food, the 

lodge also has an extensive wine cellar.

Bobbie Burns Lodge, Banff

Heli-hiking

Heli-hiking from Bugaboos Lodge

Wildflowers in the Bugaboo Mountains
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Moraine Lake, Banff National Park

Off Our Rockies B&B, Canmore

Canmore

Canmore is a superb base for exploring the 

Rocky Mountains and is an excellent alternative 

to the busy nearby resort town of Banff. Indeed, 

Canmore is an authentic Canadian mountain 

town, much like Banff was years ago. Situated 

between Kananaskis Country and Banff National 

Park, the town affords a spectacular location with 

a backdrop of snow-covered mountains, the 

most recognisable being a trio of peaks called the 

‘Three Sisters’. The small town centre has a good 

selection of shops and there are some excellent 

restaurants which are well worth a visit. It is 

Canmore’s proximity to Banff National Park that 

makes it the perfect location for hiking, wildlife 

spotting or simply taking a scenic drive along the 

Bow Valley. With Banff only twenty minutes 

away, the relaxed pace, beautiful scenery and 

excellent value accommodation here allow 

visitors to enjoy the best of both worlds.

 Ambleside Lodge, Canmore
A lovely bed and breakfast property, Ambleside 

Lodge offers rustic charm nestled in the midst of 

a spectacular mountain landscape. Inside, the 

high-ceilinged sitting room has a welcoming 

stone fireplace and a brass telescope for viewing 

the mountains. There are just two en suite 

bedrooms. A delicious three-course breakfast is 

served each morning by your hosts, Sue and 

Dave Booth, who will ensure you have a very 

warm welcome. Dave, who spent most of his 

working life heading up the RAF’s Scottish 

mountain rescue teams, is a certified mountain 

guide and offers a wealth of advice to his guests 

on driving and hiking in the Banff area and the 

quieter, but no less dramatic, Kananaskis 

Country.

 Off Our Rockies B&B, 
Canmore
Nestled in the picturesque Bow Valley, Off Our 

Rockies B&B has just two spacious rooms, each 

with a queen-size bed and an en suite bathroom. 

The guest lounge is comfortably furnished and is 

equipped with guide books about the area. 

Open the large sliding doors and step out onto 

the patio where you can enjoy the magnificent 

mountain views. Each morning, your host, Jackie, 

will prepare a hearty breakfast: the perfect start 

to a day in the mountains.

Canmore

Ambleside Lodge, Canmore
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Calgary Stampede
The Calgary Stampede was inaugurated in 

1912 as a rodeo event and Wild West show 

to attract the best cowboys from across the 

continent. Today it is the largest and richest 

rodeo in the world with chuckwagon races, 

bull riding and steer wrestling competitions, 

along with agricultural and stage shows and 

even a replica First Nations village. During 

Stampede week in early July the city is 

flooded with visitors who, dressed in jeans, 

boots and cowboy hats, join locals to revel 

in the spirited atmosphere. We can arrange 

your tickets for you, but early bookings are 

highly recommended. Rodeo
The calibre of a rodeo comes down to two 

things: the skill of the competitors and the quality 

of the horses, bulls and steers, and the Calgary 

Stampede Rodeo features renowned rodeo 

riders and the finest stock. Every afternoon 

competitors face each other in a furious, 

action-packed display of skill and grit in the key 

rodeo challenges of bareback, bull-riding, ladies’ 

barrel racing, saddle bronc, steer wrestling and 

tie-down roping, which makes for an electric 

atmosphere and thrilling viewing. In addition to 

this central event, the Calgary Stampede hosts 

an agricultural show, funfair, Indian village and a 

wide range of live music venues.

Grandstand show &  
chuckwagon races
The GMC Rangeland Derby chuckwagon 

races have been described as NASCAR for 

cowboys, featuring four wagons, nine nightly 

heats and excitement that could be 

measured on the Richter scale. You’ll 

witness all the action as 36 drivers, 216 

horses and their teams of outriders vie for 

over $1.15 million in prize money. When the 

last wagon thunders across the finish line 

prepare yourself for the TransAlta 

Grandstand Show, a variety extravaganza 

that includes comedy, elaborate song and 

dance numbers, acrobatics and a spectacular 

fireworks display.

Chuckwagon racing, Calgary Stampede

Saddle bronc, Calgary Stampede

International Hotel Suites, Calgary

Calgary

Just a 90 minute drive from the Rocky 

Mountains, Calgary is a vibrant city of a million 

people. Dynamic and rapidly growing, it boasts 

great shopping and dining and a wide range of 

attractions. These include the Calgary Tower, the 

Canada Olympic Park, Eau Claire Market, the 

Glenbow Museum and St. George’s Island which 

is home to Calgary Zoo, the Botanical Gardens 

and the Prehistoric Park. Calgary is known for its 

Stampede which takes place every year in July; 

during this time the entire city is gripped in the 

party atmosphere of ‘Stampede Fever’ – don’t 

forget your cowboy boots and Stetson.

 Hotel Le Germain, Calgary
This luxurious boutique hotel has 143 spacious 

rooms decorated in a contemporary, minimalist 

style. It is a sophisticated property that combines 

state-of-the-art technology and bespoke 

furniture, wood panelling, volcanic stone, soft 

leather and works of art. There is a range of 

facilities including the popular Charcut Roast 

House restaurant along with a stunning bar, spa, 

and a fitness centre that has incredible floor-to-

ceiling windows boasting great city views. 

Located right in the heart of downtown Calgary, 

it is within easy walking distance of shops and 

restaurants.

Hotel Le Germain, Calgary

Calgary

 International Hotel Suites, 
Calgary
Centrally located, just one block from Eau Claire 

Market, Chinatown and Prince’s Island Park, this 

excellent value all-suite hotel offers 248 spacious 

studios and suites. Each features a balcony and a 

kitchenette with mini fridge, microwave, coffee 

maker and kettle. The hotel has a variety of 

facilities including a restaurant, lounge bar,  

room service, a fitness room, steam room and 

swimming pool.
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Cattle drive

Cowboy country

More than a century ago pioneer adventurers 

headed west to uncharted territory to claim land 

and start new lives. Their rich agricultural 

heritage of living life in harmony with the land 

continues today, and the undulating grasslands of 

Alberta are studded with sturdy beef cattle and 

trusty steeds. The best way to experience this 

hard-working way of life is to stay at an authentic 

working ranch, where you will have the 

opportunity to ride the open range and take part 

in branding, roping, pack trips, fence mending and 

cattle drives. Your cowboy hosts know the 

country, their cattle and their horses, and to 

share their experiences and traditions is an 

unforgettable insight into life in rural Canada.

Head-Smashed-In  
Buffalo Jump

Used for traditional buffalo hunts by native 

peoples of the North American plains for nearly 

6,000 years, this remarkable site holds UNESCO 

World Heritage status. The plains people would 

dress as wolves or foxes and spend days carefully 

herding the buffalo, finally stampeding them over 

a ten metre high cliff. This age-old practice 

stopped almost overnight in the 19th century 

when horses were introduced, allowing 

individuals to hunt without involving the whole 

tribe. The site’s name comes from the tale of a 

brave who waited below the cliff to see the 

buffaloes as they flew into the air. It is also worth 

visiting Fort Macleod, a historic outpost of the 

North West Mounted Police.

Waterton Lakes  
National Park

This park is a rare gem tucked into the 

southwestern corner of Alberta. Here the Rocky 

Mountains rise steeply from rolling prairies and 

glacier-carved valleys are filled with crystal-clear 

lakes. What makes Waterton Park unique is its 

blend of unusual geology, mild climate, rare wild 

flowers and an abundance of wildlife. The park 

borders Glacier National Park in Montana, and 

together they make up the Waterton-Glacier 

International Peace Park.

 Corner Mountain Inn,  
Waterton Lakes National Park
Located just five miles from Waterton Lakes 

National Park, Corner Mountain Inn is set in the 

glorious scenery of the Lewis Range and offers 

homely accommodation, surrounded by the 

wilderness of the Canadian Rockies. Off the 

beaten track, this property is great for anyone 

looking to explore Waterton Lakes whilst 

avoiding the busier areas of the park. The 

property also has a cedar sauna and can provide 

a massage after a busy day outdoors.

Dinosaur Provincial Park

A UNESCO World Heritage Site, Dinosaur 

Provincial Park is located two hours’ drive east  

of Calgary amidst striking badland topography. 

Known as one of the greatest dinosaur fossil 

beds in the world, 39 dinosaur species, dating 

back more than 75 million years, have been 

discovered here, and more than 500 specimens 

have been removed for exhibition. The park 

boasts a very complex ecosystem and some  

of the world’s most northerly cacti species. 

Jackrabbits, deer, pronghorn antelope and  

rattle and garter snakes are found in the park, 

while at dusk coyotes and nighthawks are 

commonly seen.

Blackfoot dancer in costume, Fort Macleod
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Contrary to its popular romantic image, life as 

a cowboy is often hard and arduous. Ranches 

in this part of Canada are usually very large, 

often with thousands of head of cattle. This 

means long hours in the saddle to check on 

stock and drive them to new pastures, and 

hundreds of kilometres of fences to maintain. 

Branding takes place in spring before the 

cattle are driven to the lush new grass on the 

higher pastures, while in summer, grass is 

grown and harvested for use as feed during 

the winter months. It is a constant struggle  

to keep stock fed, healthy and in the best 

condition.

While many cowboys still relax with a mug of 

coffee brewed over a campfire and a simple, 

hearty meal at the end of a busy day, they are 

equally at home in a local bar enjoying a beer 

and a game of pool or listening to a country 

music band. Line dancing is a popular activity 

too. Younger cowboys like to demonstrate 

their professional prowess in regional rodeos 

which provide a thrilling spectacle. In today’s 

fast-paced and complicated world it is a real 

pleasure to get an insight into the unshakeable 

faith and raw honesty of modern-day 

cowboys.

 Sundance Guest Ranch, 
Ashcroft 
Located in one of the warmest, sunniest spots 

in Canada, Sundance Guest Ranch is set 

against the panoramic backdrop of the wide 

Thompson River valley. This comfortable but 

rustic ranch has 22 guest rooms and offers a 

range of amenities that include a cosy lounge 

with large stone fireplace, sunny outdoor 

decks, a games room and an outdoor heated 

swimming pool. With over 90 horses, the 

ranch caters to all levels of riding experience 

and is surrounded by spectacular countryside 

which also offers some excellent hiking trails. 

Guests are divided into small groups 

depending on their ability and each group is 

accompanied by an experienced wrangler.

 Three Bars Ranch,  
near Cranbrook
Three Bars is a welcoming family-run guest 

and cattle ranch offering a diverse range of 

outdoor activities. Located close to 

Cranbrook with magnificent mountain 

scenery on the doorstep, this is the perfect 

base for an active, adventurous stay. There 

are many activities to choose from including 

horse riding, hiking, river rafting, mountain 

biking, fly fishing and tennis. The 24 delightful 

guest cabins overlook a central lawn and the 

main guest lodge. There is also an indoor 

heated swimming pool, a hot tub and an 

exercise room. The certified wranglers are 

dedicated to making your stay and riding 

experience as enjoyable as possible and can 

offer riding instruction where required. 

Activities are designed to accommodate all 

levels of experience.

Brewing coffee on an open fire

Cowboys

Cowboys in the saddle

Sundance Guest Ranch, Ashcroft
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Tailoring your trip

The itineraries shown are designed to give you a 

flavour of what is possible, and are routes that 

work particularly well. We can use these as a 

basis to plan your trip or can design a completely 

different itinerary to suit your tastes and 

interests. Please call one of our Canada 

specialists to start planning your itinerary.

T   01993 838 700

Getting around

Most visitors to British Columbia, Alberta and 

the Rockies fly into either Vancouver or Calgary 

but there are also direct flights from the UK to 

Edmonton, and plenty of onward connections to 

smaller communities across the region such as 

Campbell River, Prince Rupert, Bella Coola, Port 

Hardy and beyond. Canada’s national rail 

network offers regular year-round services 

between Vancouver and Jasper in the Rockies, 

and onward across the country to Toronto in the 

east. Most of the region, however, is best 

explored with a hire car, allowing you to discover 

its hidden gems at your own pace and enabling 

you to truly get off the beaten path.

When to go

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Q Q Q Q 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 ~ 5 5  
3 3 The best time to travel.

3 A good time to travel, but there may be some factors to be aware of.

~ Travel is possible, but this is not the best time of year.

5 Travel is not recommended.

Q Snow or ski season.

Coastal British Columbia has a relatively mild 

temperate climate but in the interior, especially in 

the mountains and in Alberta, winters can be 

particularly cold and can last until late April. May 

is a time when the snow melts and bears come 

out of hibernation, whilst June is an excellent 

month to travel with warm temperatures and 

fewer visitors, although mountain lakes remain 

frozen until the middle of the month. July, August 

and September offer the best temperatures, with 

southern regions getting surprisingly hot, 

although the highest mountain peaks can still get 

flurries of snow. September sees the salmon run 

in British Columbia which ensures some of the 

best bear viewing. By October temperatures 

start to drop considerably and attractions close 

for the winter.

  Time difference: GMT -7 to -8 hours

Prices

We offer trips to cater for a wide range of 

budgets. You can find up-to-date guideline prices 

for your trip to Canada on our website, 

alternatively please call our specialists to discuss 

your plans.

Tofino Harbour, Vancouver Island

Jewels of Western Canada
This is an ideal itinerary for those exploring 
western Canada for the first time. Starting in the 
cosmopolitan city of Vancouver, you will then 
travel through the interior of British Columbia  
to discover the delightfully pretty towns and 
magnificent lakes and peaks of Canada’s  
Rocky Mountains.

Day 1 Arrive in Vancouver.

Days 2-3 Spend two days exploring the sights 
of Vancouver. 

Day 4 Drive along the scenic Sea to Sky 
Highway to the mountain village  
of Whistler.

Day 5 Spend a full day exploring Whistler. 

Day 6 Drive through the arid ranchlands  
of British Columbia’s interior to 
Wells Gray Provincial Park.

Day 7 Go horse riding, fishing, white water 
rafting or admire the waterfalls in 
Wells Gray Provincial Park.

Day 8 Drive past Mount Robson, the 
highest peak in the Canadian Rockies 
to the small town of Jasper.

Day 9 Explore Jasper National Park. 

Day 10 Take a float raft trip along the 
beautiful Athabasca River. 

Day 11 Drive along the spectacular Icefields 
Parkway from Jasper to Lake Louise, 
stopping at the Athabasca Glacier.

Day 12 Spend a day enjoying the glorious 
scenery around Lake Louise. 

Day 13 Drive from Lake Louise to Banff 
where you have the afternoon free  
to explore this bustling town.

Day 14 Visit Banff ’s hot springs, take a  
gentle float raft trip down the Bow 
River or take the gondola up  
Sulphur Mountain. 

Day 15 Drive to Calgary Airport to board 
your onward flight.

Vancouver

Whistler

Wells Gray 
Provincial Park

Jasper

Lake Louise

Banff

Calgary

usa

Canada

alberta

British Columbia
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Suggested itineraries
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Canada’s Western 
Wilderness & Wildlife
This itinerary encompasses all the highlights of 
western Canada. You will explore the rainforests 
and beaches of Vancouver Island, where there are 
great wildlife viewing opportunities, before 
heading to the mountain town of Whistler from 
where the best of Canada’s scenery and 
wilderness awaits. You will also experience the 
vibrant city of Vancouver.

Day 1 Arrive in Vancouver.

Days 2-3 Explore the highlights of Vancouver.

Day 4 Take the ferry to Vancouver Island 
and drive to Victoria.

Day 5 Join an exciting three hour whale 
watching trip from Victoria. 

Day 6 Drive to Tofino on the Pacific coast 
of Vancouver Island. 

Day 7 Spend a thrilling few hours searching 
for black bears. 

Day 8 Drive east over the central 
mountains to the small town of 
Campbell River.

Day 9 Take a wildlife journey through the 
Discovery Islands, home to whales, 
eagles and other marine birdlife.

Day 10 Take the ferry to Horseshoe Bay on 
the mainland and then drive to 
Whistler. 

Day 11 Spend a full day exploring Whistler. 

Day 12 Drive to Clearwater near Wells 
Gray Provincial Park.

Day 13 Join a four hour guided hike through 
pristine mountain scenery. 

Day 14 Drive to the small town of Jasper.

Day 15 Explore Jasper National Park. 

Day 16 Drive along the spectacular Icefields 
Parkway to Canmore. 

Day 17 Spend the day exploring Banff 
National Park. 

Day 18 Head to Calgary for your  
onward flight.

Beautiful British Columbia
This delightful itinerary takes you off the beaten 
path to explore some of British Columbia’s 
hidden scenic gems. Immerse yourself in the 
spectacular scenery of the remote interior of 
British Columbia and experience magnificent 
wildlife viewing. 

Day 1 Arrive in Vancouver. 

Day 2 Spend a day exploring the city. 

Day 3 Drive to the mountain resort of 
Whistler. 

Day 4 Enjoy a full day in Whistler. 

Day 5 Drive north to Williams Lake.

Day 6 A full day’s drive along remote 
Highway 20 to Tweedsmuir 
Provincial Park.

Days 7-8 Enjoy two full days of guided boat 
trips looking for grizzly bears 
surrounded by magnificent scenery.

Day 9 Drive to Bella Coola for an  
overnight stay. 

Day 10 Take the early morning ferry to Port 
Hardy on Vancouver Island. 

Day 11 Travel south to Campbell River.

Day 12 Drive to the pretty little Pacific coast 
town of Tofino.

Day 13 Join a thrilling half-day trip to see 
black bears.

Day 14 Visit nearby Pacific Rim  
National Park.

Day 15 Drive south to Victoria.

Day 16 Join a three hour whale  
watching trip.

Day 17 Take the ferry back to the mainland. 
Drive to Vancouver airport for your 
onward flight.

Hidden Gems of the 
Rockies
This is the perfect itinerary for those seeking to 
explore the lesser known, but equally spectacular, 
parts of Canada’s Rocky Mountains. You will 
explore the vibrant city of Calgary, the rolling 
grasslands of Canada’s ‘cowboy country’, 
Waterton Lakes National Park and Kootenay and 
Banff national parks. All offer spectacular scenery 
and a wide variety of outdoor activities.

Day 1 Arrive in Calgary.

Day 2 Drive south along the Cowboy Trail 
to Waterton Lakes National Park.

Day 3 Spend a day discovering the beauty  
of the park. 

Day 4 Drive through wonderful mountain 
scenery to Fernie in British 
Columbia. 

Day 5 Your drive is filled with spectacular 
mountain vistas as you wend your 
way to Kootenay National Park.

Day 6 Spend a full day in Kootenay  
National Park. 

Day 7 Spend another full day relaxing 
amidst the park’s mountains.

Day 8 Drive through Banff National Park to 
the small town of Canmore. 

Day 9 Spend a full day exploring the  
iconic scenery of Banff National  
Park or trying some of the many 
available activities.

Day 10 Drive to Calgary to board your 
onward flight.

Black bear, Banff National Park

Vancouver

Whistler

Clearwater

Jasper

Banff  
national Park

Calgary

usa

Canada

Victoria

Tofino

CanmoreCampbell 
River

alberta

British Columbia

Fernie

Banff  
national Park

Calgary

usa

Canada
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Waterton Lakes 
national Park

Kootenay 
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British 
Columbia

Campbell 
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Hardy

Bella Coola Williams 
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Vancouver
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Canada
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The vast wilds of Canada and Alaska were 

largely tamed by the arrival of the railway and 

today these routes are among some of the 

world’s most iconic rail journeys. Travelling by 

train is a pleasurable experience, allowing the 

opportunity to chat to fellow passengers, relax 

with a good book or simply sit back and enjoy 

the timeless rhythm of the tracks as you watch 

the landscape unfold before you. Many of these 

routes are operated by Via Rail, Canada’s 

national railway provider, whilst others are 

privately operated to specifically appeal to 

leisure travellers. For the longer journeys we 

highly recommend booking sleeping berths. We 

can arrange cabins that offer a private lavatory 

and wash basin, access to a viewing lounge, and 

include all meals. Please speak to our specialists 

who will be delighted to go through the various 

available options.

Observation dome on the Canadian

Railway journeys

The Canadian

The Skeena

3  The Canadian
Considered one of the world’s great rail 

journeys, the Canadian offers the ultimate 

transcontinental train trip. It travels between 

Toronto and Vancouver, traversing the scenic 

lakelands of northern Ontario, crossing the 

western plains of the prairies and climbing 

through the splendid scenery of the Rocky 

Mountains before finishing its epic journey four 

days later in Vancouver on the Pacific coast.

4  The Skeena
One of Canada’s most scenic railway journeys, 

the Skeena operates between Prince Rupert in 

northern British Columbia and Jasper in 

Alberta’s Rocky Mountains. 

1  The Ocean
A journey on the Ocean between Montréal and 

Halifax provides a wonderful glimpse of 

Canada’s past. Travel past the pretty villages of 

eastern Québec, along the wooded coast of 

New Brunswick and through Nova Scotia’s 

coastal scenery before arriving in Halifax.

2  Corridor Services
Canada’s eastern cities are linked by regular rail 

services that transport passengers quickly and 

efficiently between Toronto, Niagara Falls, 

Ottawa, Montréal and Québec City. Standard 

or business class seats are available, the latter 

include a hot meal and complimentary  

drinks service. 
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5  The Rocky Mountaineer
One of Canada’s best-known trains, the Rocky 

Mountaineer operates during the summer 

months, linking Seattle, Whistler and Vancouver 

with the mountain towns of Jasper, Lake Louise 

and Banff. These iconic trips are two  

day journeys that include an overnight stay in a 

simple hotel, thereby ensuring you travel the 

whole spectacular route in daylight. You will  

pass through the arid grasslands and canyons  

of interior British Columbia, see thundering 

waterfalls, burrow through mountain tunnels  

and skirt the mighty snow-capped peaks of the 

Rocky Mountains. There are two classes of 

service available on most routes:

Silver Leaf
Provides wide, comfortable seats in a  

glass-roofed carriage. A guided commentary is 

provided and meals are served at your seat.

Gold Leaf
You will travel in plush reclining seats on the 

upper level of a two-storey glass-domed 

carriage. An open-air viewing platform offers 

incomparable photography opportunities whilst 

the lower level of the carriage is where 

breakfast and lunch are served – delicious fare 

of the highest standard. Complimentary wines, 

beers and spirits are available, making this an 

exceptional rail travel experience.

 6  White Pass & Yukon Route Railroad
Built in 1898 during the Klondike Gold Rush,  

the White Pass and Yukon Route Railroad links 

Whitehorse in the Yukon with Skagway in 

Alaska. The route encompasses steep gradients 

and great feats of engineering as it travels 

through some of the most dramatic scenery 

imaginable.

7  The Alaska Railroad
It took twenty years and 4,500 men to build 

the Alaska Railroad, a 756 kilometre-long 

railway from the ice-free port of Seward to  

the town of Fairbanks. The Alaska Railroad  

runs through some of the state’s most 

breathtaking scenery, including Denali National 

Park, making it a perfect form of transport to 

view this incredible wilderness and its awe-

inspiring vistas.
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1  Toronto 
Canada’s largest city with  

superb shopping, nightlife, 

sporting events and a vast  

array of restaurants.

See page 40

2  Niagara Falls
One of the world’s most 

spectacular waterfalls.

See page 41

3  Algonquin  
Provincial Park
This incredible wilderness  

region offers endless walking 

and canoeing opportunities.

See page 43

4  Parliament Hill, 
Ottawa
A magnificent and dignified 

home to Canada’s democracy 

and a reminder of its 

constitutional monarchy.

See page 44

5  Montréal 
This enormous metropolis  

offers historic squares, modern 

shopping, excellent museums, 

non-stop nightlife and 

restaurants to suit all tastes.

See page 45

6  Québec City
Explore the cobbled streets  

and historic buildings of North 

America’s only walled city.

See pages 48-49

7  Saguenay Fjord
Look for beluga whales as  

you cruise through the  

dramatic scenery of this  

national park fjord.

See page 51

8  Gaspé Peninsula
Forested mountains are a 

haven for wildlife and an 

excellent playground for those 

seeking outdoor adventure.

See page 51

Ontario & Québec

Audley in Ontario  
& Québec

We have been exploring Ontario and 

Québec for years and know the major sights 

and the lesser-known attractions extremely 

well. While first time visitors will almost 

certainly want to visit the iconic sights in and 

around Toronto, Niagara Falls, Ottawa, 

Montréal and Québec City, we can also 

offer many insider tips to help you get off 

the beaten path to smaller townships and 

areas such as Ontario’s Manitoulin Island and 

Québec’s Gaspé Peninsula. With so much to 

see and such a large area to cover we can 

advise on the logistics of getting around and 

how to combine the best of these two 

magnificent provinces. Our specialists will be 

happy to answer any questions you might 

have, share their knowledge and provide you 

with plenty of fantastic recommendations.

Accommodation 

Accommodation in Ontario and Québec is 

as diverse as the landscape and you are likely 

to experience a whole host of exciting 

places to stay ranging from cutting-edge city 

centre hotels to rustic cabins in the woods. 

Away from the cities, accommodation 

choices can be limited but we have carefully 

hand-picked the best available properties, 

whether simple motels or personable B&B 

properties. Québec in particular offers a 

good range of country inns and auberges 

which have plenty of character, usually in a 

charming location. Our specialists can help 

you choose the best options depending on 

your tastes and budget.
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Niagara Falls

T hE NEIGhBOurING PrOvINCEs OF ONTArIO ANd QuéBEC stretch from the Great Lakes 

on the usA border to the frozen shores of hudson Bay, between them covering almost two and a 

half million square kilometres. vast tracts of these provinces are lush boreal forest, but they are also 

the cultural hub of Canada, home to the country’s oldest and most sophisticated cities. Buzzing 

Toronto, Canada’s largest metropolis, and stately Ottawa, its capital, are both in Ontario, as is Niagara 

Falls, one of the world’s great natural wonders. Over the border in Québec, the unique atmosphere 

and rich heritage of French Canada creates quite a contrast. hip, urbane Montréal is steeped in history 

and yet is, at the same time, rebellious and chic, while the cobbled streets and turreted stone walls of 

Québec City are reminiscent of old world Europe. Further eastwards, along the saint Lawrence river, 

you will discover pretty villages renowned for their arts, crafts and artisan foods, and a huge array of 

outdoor activities. The thick forests of both provinces also provide excellent moose and bear viewing 

and whales can be seen off the coast. 

Algonquin Provincial Park
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Kayaking, Toronto

The Ritz-Carlton, Toronto

Vendor at the St. Lawrence Market

Toronto

Dynamic, multicultural Toronto is Canada’s 

largest city and home to world-class museums 

and galleries, excellent shopping, top-notch 

restaurants and diverse and lively nightlife. The 

city has theatres to rival New York, inspiring 

collections at the Royal Ontario Museum and the 

Art Gallery of Ontario and a number of creative 

independent retailers, yet its down-to-earth 

nature and waterfront location make it a joy to 

explore. See it all from the top of the CN Tower, 

at 553 metres one of the world’s tallest buildings, 

which affords stunning views over the city and 

Lake Ontario. Get a glimpse of Canadian passion 

at a baseball or ice hockey game at the Rogers 

Centre. Alternatively, escape the city and 

explore the peaceful islands just offshore in Lake 

Ontario, or head just a little further afield to 

thundering Niagara Falls, an unforgettable 

spectacle that can easily be visited as a day trip 

from Toronto. One of the highlights is the food, 

and the diverse nature of the city means you will 

be spoilt for choice, with suburbs such as Little 

Italy, Chinatown, Little India, Koreatown and 

Little Portugal all offering specialities from these 

countries, not to mention the food stalls of the 

St. Lawrence market.

 Courtyard Toronto Downtown
Located in downtown Toronto, close to shops 

and restaurants, the excellent value Courtyard 

Toronto Downtown is a modern hotel with 575 

comfortable rooms, a coffee shop, a fitness 

centre and an indoor lap pool. Around 25 

minutes’ walk from the CN Tower and the lake 

shore, the hotel offers a good central location 

within easy access of the city’s attractions, but  

at the same time offers a quiet and relaxed 

ambience.

 The Ritz-Carlton, Toronto
The luxurious Ritz-Carlton welcomes guests to 

the heart of the city’s financial district, and is just 

steps from landmark locations such as the Design 

Exchange, CN Tower and Toronto’s theatres  

and restaurants. The many facilities include a 

world-class spa, restaurant, bar, and a magnificent 

lounge offering views of Simcoe Park and the  

CN Tower. There are 263 rooms featuring 

floor-to-ceiling windows, luxurious bed linens, 

marble bathrooms and an iPod docking station 

and a Bose sound system.

Courtyard Toronto Downtown
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Horseshoe Falls, Niagara FallsNiagara Butterfly Conservatory, Niagara Falls

Queens Street, Niagara-on-the-Lake

Niagara Falls

One of the natural wonders of the world, 

Niagara Falls never fails to impress. The sheer 

scale of the falls is mesmerising and the 

thundering sound of water crashing over the 

precipice can be heard for miles around. The 

impressive Horseshoe Falls are separated from 

the American Falls by tiny Goat Island, and their 

combined effect is a dizzying spectacle of the 

power of nature. 

There are several ways to experience Niagara: 

take a leisurely cruise to the foot of the falls, walk 

behind the massive wall of water on the ‘Journey 

Behind the Falls’ tour, take a white-knuckle 

jetboat trip through the Niagara Gorge or opt 

for a helicopter flight for a breathtaking view of 

the region. 

Besides the falls there are plenty of other 

attractions to enjoy including the Daredevil 

Gallery which showcases the madcap 

contraptions used by thrill seekers keen to  

shoot over the falls, the Floral Showhouse with 

its incredible flower displays and Bird Kingdom, 

one of the world’s largest aviaries. The Botanical 

Gardens and Butterfly Conservatory are also 

worth a visit as is the Skylon, an observation 

tower.

 Sheraton on the Falls,  
Niagara Falls
The towering Sheraton on the Falls offers a 

spectacular panorama of both the American and 

Horseshoe Falls. The 669 rooms range from 

simple, excellent value doubles to the luxurious 

Falls View rooms with their gas fireplaces and 

Jacuzzi baths. As a base for exploring the falls 

area the Sheraton is unrivalled. The views are 

outstanding and the hotel’s restaurants, 

swimming pools and indoor water park make it a 

very attractive option.

Niagara-on-the-Lake

Founded by Loyalists fleeing from the American 

Revolution, and once the capital of the colony of 

Upper Canada, Niagara-on-the-Lake is one of 

Canada’s best preserved 19th-century towns. 

During the summer the mellow brick buildings 

are festooned with flags and flower displays and 

the renowned Shaw Festival Theatre hosts a full 

programme. Visitors can enjoy boating and sailing 

on Lake Ontario or thrilling jetboat trips on the 

nearby Niagara River. Other attractions include 

restored Fort George, the scene of bloody 

conflicts during the 1812 British-American war, 

and trips to nearby vineyards, known for their 

luscious sweet ice wines. Just a 90 minute drive 

from Toronto, it can be visited on a day trip 

including the falls, but there is plenty here to 

warrant a longer stay. 

 Antique Slumber B&B, 
Niagara-on-the-Lake
Antique Slumber is a delightful family-run 

property, located in a leafy area close to the 

heart of Niagara-on-the-Lake. Its three cosy 

guest rooms are spread across two floors, and as 

the name suggests, antiques feature heavily 

throughout, which is in keeping with the historic 

feel of the town.

 Shaw Club Hotel,  
Niagara-on-the-Lake
This wonderful property feels more like a private 

club than a hotel. The 30 rooms feature king size 

beds, luxurious contemporary bathrooms, 

original photographs by local artists and all the 

latest technology. There is a gym, a lobby lounge 

and an excellent restaurant offering both 

gourmet and casual dining.

Shaw Club Hotel, Niagara-on-the-Lake
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First Nations dancers, Manitoulin Island

Bruce Peninsula & Fathom 
Five National Marine Park

Separating Lake Huron from Georgian Bay, the 

Bruce Peninsula is renowned for its magnificent 

coastal walks along the Bruce Trail. At the 

northern tip of the peninsula lies Fathom Five 

National Marine Park which protects curious 

rock formations such as Flowerpot Island. In this 

area 22 shipwrecks lie in shallow, crystal-clear 

waters and can be viewed from glass-bottomed 

boats or on a wreck dive. The little town of 

Tobermory is the departure point for the ferry 

over to Manitoulin Island whilst the old port of 

Owen Sound, at the foot of the peninsula, is a 

good place to stay while exploring the region.

 Highland Manor, Owen Sound
Hidden in a forest of old maples in the town of 

Owen Sound, Highland Manor is a lovely 

Victorian house that has evolved into a charming 

bed and breakfast. Period features, fresh flowers 

in all the rooms and the enchanting sound of a 

grand piano wafting through the French doors 

greet guests and pave the way for a most 

memorable stay. Owners Linda and Paul pride 

themselves on attention to detail, and the four 

guest rooms, library, dining and music rooms 

offer an oasis of old-world charm and character.

Manitoulin Island

Strikingly different from the harsh grey rocks of 

the Canadian Shield, Manitoulin Island’s white 

quartz cliffs, freshwater lakes, gentle woods and 

open farmland make it a delightful place to visit. 

Manitoulin means ‘spirit island’ in the Ojibwe 

language and today a quarter of the inhabitants 

are First Nations belonging to the Ojibwe, 

Odawa and Potawatomi peoples. Every August 

the island hosts Canada’s largest pow-wow, a 

splendid celebration of native culture. Smaller 

pow-wows take place throughout the summer, 

making the island a focus for those interested in 

exploring the fascinating and ancient First 

Nations culture. The island also attracts summer 

sailors, fishermen and water sports enthusiasts, 

as well as archaeologists for the 10,000-year-old 

Paleo-Indian site here. At any time of the year 

the ‘Cup and Saucer’ walking trail provides 

spectacular views across the island.

Fathom Five National Marine Park

Autumn colours
One of the most spectacular times of 

year to visit Canada is during the 

months of September and October 

when swathes of deciduous trees 

change colour, painting the landscape in 

vivid shades of red, yellow, orange and 

russet. Some of the most magnificent 

displays of arboreal colour occur 

throughout the southern regions of 

Ontario, Québec, Nova Scotia and 

New Brunswick where this stunning 

natural display can be enjoyed with far 

fewer visitors than the states just over 

the border in New England. Dates for 

the best displays vary according to 

weather conditions, but generally the 

best time to visit is during the last two 

weeks of September and the first two 

weeks of October.
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Algonquin Provincial Park is a magnificent 

natural paradise of lush maple and fir woods, 

spring wildflower meadows, sparkling lakes 

and plentiful wildlife, and to many Canadians it 

is as much a symbol of Canada as Niagara 

Falls. Located just two and a half hours’ drive 

north of Toronto, you can go walking, fishing 

and canoeing for hours without seeing a soul. 

Algonquin was the first of Ontario’s parks, 

founded in 1893, and with almost 8,000 

square kilometres it offers many opportunities 

for wildlife encounters. The park authorities 

have been at the forefront of wolf research 

since the 1950s and on Thursdays in August 

they arrange communal ‘wolf howls’ that elicit 

ready responses from wolves in the area; a 

spine-tingling way to interact with nature.

Canoeing 
The scenery and wildlife of Algonquin are, 

perhaps, best experienced from a canoe, with 

more than 2,000 kilometres of canoeing 

routes in the park. Canoes can be hired at 

various outfitters within and near the park, 

and guided canoe trips are also available.

Wildlife 
Other than its wolves, which may be heard 

but are difficult to see, Algonquin offers 

excellent wildlife viewing opportunities. There 

is a very good chance of seeing moose in 

marshy lakeside areas, especially at dawn and 

dusk and during the spring. Other wildlife you 

might spot includes white-tailed deer, beavers 

(look for their lodges and dams on secluded 

lakes), otters, mink and black bears.

Walking Trails
There are thousands of walking trails within 

the park and a trip to the Algonquin Visitor 

Centre will provide you with plenty of 

information about the trails. Those we would 

recommend include the Track and Tower, a 

7.5 kilometre lakeside trail along an 

abandoned railway with an elevated 

viewpoint; the Lookout Trail, a difficult two 

kilometre loop – the busiest in the park but 

offering spectacular views of untouched 

nature; and the challenging ten kilometre 

Centennial Ridges which takes in the best 

panoramas in the park.

 Killarney Lodge,  
Algonquin Provincial Park
Set well inside Algonquin Provincial Park by 

the Lake of Two Rivers, lies delightful Killarney 

Lodge. The 27 rustic and beautifully 

decorated log cabins offer comfortable and 

charming accommodation. As a family-run 

property it has a lot of personal touches such 

as hearty cuisine and a cosy woodstove in the 

guest lounge. The one and two bedroom 

cabins all face the lake and include the use of a 

canoe that is waiting just outside the door. 

The restaurant is not licensed, but staff are 

happy for you to bring your own alcoholic 

drinks. All meals are included in the price, 

including a packed lunch, so that you can head 

off by car or canoe to explore for the day.

Grey wolf, Algonquin Provincial Park Killarney Lodge, Algonquin Provincial Park

Algonquin Provincial Park

Canoeing, Algonquin Provincial Park
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Rideau Canal, Ottawa

Fairmont Château Laurier, Ottawa

Changing of the Guard ceremony, Ottawa

Ottawa

Ottawa is Canada’s delightful capital city and 

occupies an enviable location high on the Ottawa 

River on the Québec/Ontario border. This is a 

city steeped in tradition, which manifests itself in 

the magnificent buildings of Parliament Hill, the 

Governor General’s (The Queen’s 

representative) residence and the many parks 

and gardens. The Parliament buildings 

themselves, and in particular the Peace Tower 

and Library, are well worth a visit, especially 

during mid-summer when the Changing of the 

Guard ceremonies take place. Another principal 

attraction is the Rideau Canal: this impressive 

202 kilometre-long waterway was opened in 

1832 to secure a route to the Great Lakes in the 

event of the Saint Lawrence Seaway falling into 

potentially hostile American hands. Today this 

UNESCO World Heritage Site provides 

delightful cycling and walking paths and when it 

freezes during winter months it becomes the 

world’s largest skating rink. As the capital, the city 

is home to the National Gallery of Canada, the 

Canadian War Museum and the Royal Canadian 

Mint. The Canadian Museum of History is 

particularly impressive, with its insights into First 

Nations culture. Ottawa is a cosmopolitan city 

that has districts known as Chinatown (along 

Somerset Street West) and Little Italy (around 

Preston Street). Nowadays many cuisines are 

represented in the city’s restaurants including 

French, Vietnamese, Canadian First Nations and 

even Ethiopian. Our favourites include the fine 

dining restaurant Beckta and the Pelican Grill for 

inexpensive seafood.

 The Metcalfe Hotel, Ottawa
Conveniently located in downtown Ottawa, 

within walking distance of Parliament Hill and 

shops and restaurants, this contemporary 

boutique hotel offers 106 modern rooms, a  

gym, swimming pool and a restaurant. The  

large range of facilities and convenient location 

combine to make it an excellent and relaxing 

base for your stay.

 Fairmont Château Laurier, 
Ottawa
Originally opened in 1912 as a railway hotel, 

Fairmont Château Laurier was named after Sir 

Wilfred Laurier, one of Canada’s Prime Ministers. 

Set in the heart of the city, adjacent to the 

Parliament Buildings and the Rideau Canal, the 

hotel offers 426 well-appointed rooms, some 

with city views, whilst others have views of 

Parliament Hill. There are many leisure facilities 

here including a swimming pool, spa, gym, and 

several bars and restaurants.

National Gallery of Canada, Ottawa



45www.audleytravel.com/canada • 01993 838 700 • Ontario & Québec

Hotel Nelligan, Montréal

Parliament Hill, Ottawa

Notre-Dame Basilica, Montréal

The Palm Court, Ritz-Carlton, Montréal

Montréal

Canada’s largest French-speaking city is a 

dynamic metropolis that offers an eclectic range 

of experiences and attractions. In the charming 

cobbled streets of old Montréal you will find 

treasures such as the Notre-Dame Basilica, the 

Place Jacques-Cartier and the Vieux Port. The 

Rue Sherbrooke, to the south of the plateau of 

Mont Royal, is home to exclusive shops, art 

galleries and the Musée des Beaux-Arts. 

Montréalers are renowned for their joie de vivre; 

this is Canada’s party capital which plays host to 

several world-renowned summer festivals. 

Amongst the many sights is the Jardin Botanique, 

which rivals England’s Kew Gardens, and the 

Olympic Park, Biodôme and Biosphère. Explore 

the city on a Bateau Mouche cruise on the Saint 

Lawrence River or discover the underground 

city, a series of malls packed with boutiques, 

shops and restaurants.

 Hotel Nelligan, Montréal
Situated in Rue Saint-Paul in the heart of old 

Montréal, the Nelligan is a delightful boutique 

hotel. There are 105 spacious rooms with 

exposed brick and stone walls and lots of natural 

wood. Each room is beautifully furnished with 

plantation shutters and contemporary fabrics. 

Amenities include a fitness centre, library, a 

rooftop terrace and a restaurant that serves fine 

French cuisine. Breakfast is served in the garden 

atrium which doubles as a tea room each 

afternoon.

 Ritz-Carlton, Montréal
Perfectly located in the heart of Montréal’s 

Golden Square Mile, and within walking distance 

of numerous boutiques, galleries and museums, 

the Ritz-Carlton Montréal has been the most 

elegant address in town since its opening in 1912. 

Today, its original character and charm goes 

hand-in-hand with the comforts and facilities of 

modern living. Renowned for its service and 

attention to detail, this lovely hotel has 96 

spacious rooms and 33 suites. The hotel has a 

stylish bar and restaurant with a conservatory 

and outside dining area, and a small saltwater 

swimming pool with external rooftop deck. 
Jardin Botanique, Montréal

A gourmet’s guide  
to Montréal
The cobbled streets and elegant boulevards 

of Montréal are littered with bistros, 

restaurants, cafes and delis. Whether you are 

after gourmet food, fine wine or artisan 

produce you are sure to find it. For a glimpse 

of the best produce the city has to offer visit 

one of the numerous well-established food 

markets where you can buy the city’s famed 

smoked meats. Atwater, Lachine, Jean-Talon 

and Maisonneuve are the biggest and the 

and best, and a visit to any one will dazzle 

your senses with the variety of local produce 

on offer, from plump local fruit and 

vegetables to honey, cheeses, breads, pâtés 

and homemade jams. Wherever you go in 

the city you will find a vast array of 

restaurants offering all sorts of cuisines to 

suit a range of budgets. Simply strolling along 

and finding the right restaurant for you is 

part of the charm of the city. Toqué! offers 

delicious suckling pig and Boileau venison, Au 

Pied de Cochon is superb for onion soup 

and mouth-watering pork, and Milos has 

excellent Greek seafood. However, one of 

our favourites, for its consistently excellent 

cuisine is Les Deux Singes de Montarvie, but 

be sure to book ahead.

Restaurant in old Montréal

Fresh fruit at Jean-Talon Market, Montréal
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Stream in the Laurentian Mountains

Hotel Quintessence, Laurentian Mountains

Laurentian Mountains

The gentle, unhurried panoramas of the 

Laurentian Mountains unfold to the north of 

Montréal, a vast landscape of majestic slopes  

clad in conifers and sprinkled with lakes and 

picturesque villages. Despite the recent 

blossoming of ski resorts such as Mont 

Tremblant, the land has remained generally 

untouched, and the magnificent scenery makes a 

perfect backdrop for many outdoor pursuits 

including hiking, fishing, kayaking and swimming. 

For cyclists, the 200 kilometre-long P’tit Train du 

Nord trail runs along the route of a former 

railway line and is a delightful way to discover the 

sublime scenery.

 Hotel Quintessence, 
Laurentian Mountains
Offering a luxurious hideaway, Hotel 

Quintessence is situated on Lac Tremblant at  

the foot of Mont Tremblant. The hotel blends 

old-world charm and classic country decor with 

all the latest conveniences. The impeccable 

service and superb facilities make the hotel a 

favoured home-from-home for bon vivants.  

The hotel has a fine dining restaurant, wine bar, 

gymnasium, infinity swimming pool, hot tub and 

spa. Each of the 30 spacious rooms overlooks 

the lake and comes with a wood-burning 

fireplace, a balcony and a claw-foot bath from 

which you can survey the spectacular scenery.

 Blueberry Lake Resort, 
Laurentian Mountains
A short drive north of Mont Tremblant, set in 

one of Québec’s most picturesque landscapes, is 

Blueberry Lake Resort. A stay here is a true 

country experience, as it is set in extensive 

private grounds encompassing two pristine lakes, 

with well-appointed Québec-style log cabins. The 

cabins all feature balconies with gas barbecue, 

wood burning fireplaces, cathedral ceilings, 

panoramic windows and a fully equipped kitchen. 

It is a particularly good option for families, 

featuring large chalets and a dedicated children’s 

playground. In addition to the resort’s restaurant, 

bar and lakeside spa, there are plenty of activities 

to keep guests occupied; from volleyball, tennis 

courts and an outdoor swimming pool to an 

extensive network of hiking trails. 

P’tit Train du Nord trail, Laurentian Mountains Lake scenery, Laurentian Mountains
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With around 830,000 animals, Canada has 

the highest population of moose in the 

world. People often mistake elk for moose 

but, although part of the same family, elk are 

smaller and more sociable animals. Moose 

are usually placid herbivores that have 

several distinctive features; a long nose, 

drooping lip, spindly legs, hump at the 

shoulders and a small tail. They can be 

spotted throughout the day but dawn and 

dusk are their most active periods. Moose 

Moose
much prefer wooded wetlands; shallow 

streams and lakesides are where they are 

most likely to be found. Although not 

normally aggressive animals, it is best to 

keep a safe distance as they have been 

known to charge when harassed by humans 

or dogs, or startled by traffic; they can run 

at up to 56 kilometres per hour and are 

good swimmers too. Do keep a look out for 

moose crossing rural roads as they can be a 

significant road hazard.

North Hatley, Eastern Townships

Saint-Benoît-du-Lac, Eastern Townships

Knowlton, Eastern Townships

Mastigouche Wildlife 
Reserve

An enchanting region of winding rivers and 

myriad lakes, Mastigouche Wildlife Reserve is 

located in the midst of the mountains between 

Montréal and Québec. The reserve was 

established in 1971 to increase public access to 

the region and today provides an ideal habitat for 

a variety of animals and birds including moose, 

black bears, beavers and loons. Mastigouche is 

easily visited on day trips from nearby hotels.

 Lac-à-l’Eau-Claire, near 
Mastigouche Wildlife Reserve
This property is nestled amongst 23 square 

kilometres of untouched wilderness and lies 

directly on the banks of Lac-à-l’Eau-Claire. In 

addition to 23 standard and deluxe rooms, the 

main building houses the reception, a relaxation 

area, the dining room, bar and a games room. 

Dotted around the grounds of the hotel are the 

guest rooms and two and three bedroom 

apartments, which are popular with families. 

There is plenty to do here including hiking and 

mountain biking along the many tracks and trails, 

and enjoying time in or on the lake, either 

swimming or in pedal boats, rowing boats or 

kayaks. For younger children there is also a 

playground and an activities area.

Eastern Townships

The Eastern Townships, or les Cantons de l’Est, 

lie on Québec’s southern border with Vermont 

and New Hampshire, and were settled by United 

Empire Loyalists who were hounded out of the 

United States after the American Revolution. 

Their loyalty to the Crown was rewarded by the 

British with freehold land grants which led to the 

many towns of the region being given English 

names. Today most residents are francophone, 

although the towns and villages around Knowlton 

and North Hatley remain staunchly tied to their 

British roots. This is a region of prosperous 

farms, splendid old mansions, antique and craft 

shops and pretty lake-studded hills.

 Manoir Hovey, North Hatley, 
Eastern Townships
Arriving at Manoir Hovey you will be taken aback 

by the beauty of it all: the house, the gardens and 

the glorious view of Lake Massawippi. Manoir 

Hovey is the archetypal country house hotel; 

grand but with touches of quaintness. The 

genteel hospitality is reminiscent of a bygone age, 

with exceptional service and an award-winning 

restaurant. There is a lovely old library and the 

37 guest rooms are all individually-appointed and 

most have lake views. Outside, the pretty 

gardens are the perfect place to sip a glass of 

wine as the sun goes down over the lake.

Female moose

Lac-à-l’Eau-Claire, near Mastigouche Wildlife Reserve
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Skyline, Québec City

Le Saint-Pierre, Québec City

Panache Restaurant, Auberge Saint Antoine

Québec City

A treasure trove of historic sites, narrow cobbled 

streets and beautiful churches, Québec City is 

one of North America’s most beguiling and 

atmospheric destinations. It is the continent’s 

only walled city and was built by the French 

during the 17th century. Québec was the 

backdrop for the Anglo-French wars that 

culminated in General Wolfe’s victory in 1759 

and eventually led to the expulsion of the French 

from Canada. Now a UNESCO World Heritage 

Site, the winding streets of the Old Town are 

lined with elegant 17th and 18th-century buildings, 

but the crowning glory is the magnificent 

Château Frontenac which dominates the skyline. 

The Vieux Port, Battlefields Park, the Citadelle, 

Artillery Park and the Place Royale all shed light 

on the city’s history while the Rue du Trésor is 

known for its artists, and Terrasse Dufferin 

affords magnificent river views. Military history 

comes alive on the Plains of Abraham while 

Québec’s ecclesiastical heritage is evident in its 

many grand churches. Filled with romantic 

restaurants and unusual boutiques, this is a city 

to explore through river cruises, horse-drawn 

carriage rides and walking tours. The leisurely 

guided walks are particularly good and will help 

you get your bearings in Canada’s Gallic 

heartland.

 Auberge Saint Antoine, 
Québec City
In the heart of Québec City’s old port, Auberge 

Saint Antoine faces the mighty Saint Lawrence 

River and is just a few steps away from the 

ramparts, the museums and the bustling streets 

of the historic Petit-Champlain area. Beautifully 

restored, it retains the charm of its past with all 

the luxuries of contemporary living, displaying 

historic artefacts recovered from the earth 

beneath the inn to create a vivid reminder of the 

city’s early history. There are 95 rooms and 

suites, each with fine linens, goose down duvets 

and luxurious bathrooms. A member of Relais 

and Châteaux, the Auberge is proud of its 

widely-acclaimed restaurant, Panache. This 

magnificent stone-walled and timber-roofed 

room has wonderful river views and serves 

French-Canadian food with a twist. Lighter fare  

is available from the Café-Bar Artéfact, adjacent 

to the lobby. 

 Le Saint-Pierre, Québec City
This delightful and friendly auberge in Québec’s 

old port retains many of the original features of 

this 19th-century building that once housed an 

early insurance company. The auberge has plenty 

of character in its exposed stone and brick walls, 

but contemporary furnishings give it a stylish, 

modern character. There are 39 rooms and 

suites, all with soft colourful hues and most with 

wooden floors and large windows. Especially 

recommended are the spacious suites, most of 

which offer partial river views. At the end of the 

day you may wish to relax with a drink in the bar 

before heading out to try one of the many 

excellent local restaurants.
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Founded by Samuel de Champlain in 1608, 

Québec City, the capital of the former French 

colony of Nouvelle France, is the site of North 

America’s first parish church, museum, hospital 

and newspaper. Today the city’s charming 

stone and half-timbered buildings, cobbled 

streets and turreted walls are protected as a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site.

The battle of Québec
The victory of Britain’s General Wolfe over 

the Marquis de Montcalm’s French troops at 

the Battle of Québec on 13th September  

1759 led to the demise of the 150 year old 

French colony of Nouvelle France. After a 

three month siege this decisive battle lasted 

only a few minutes but claimed the lives of 

both Wolfe and Montcalm and left the city 

with many ruined buildings. Today, visitors can 

explore the strategic battle sites such as the 

Plains of Abraham, Cap Diamant and 

Battlefields Park.

Historic highlights
Along with the sheer pleasure of exploring 

Québec’s charming streets, there are many 

significant historic sights. These include the 

largely restored old city walls which stretch 

for 4.6 kilometres around Haute Ville; the 

Citadel, which is North America’s largest fort; 

the Basilica of Notre-Dame de Québec; and 

the Musée de l’Amerique Francaise. Other 

attractions include Le Château Frontenac 

hotel, the Place Royale, the narrow cobbled 

Rue du Petit-Champlain and the church of 

Notre-Dame-des-Victoires.

Guided Québec City walking tour
This delightful two hour downhill walking tour 

takes in all the city’s major sights at a leisurely 

pace. Professional guides ensure that you gain 

a good understanding of the city’s history, and 

the group size is limited to just 15 people. 

The tour starts from Place d’Armes, right at 

the heart of the old city, and begins with a 

general introduction to its history. You will 

then visit Dufferin Terrace, the Saint 

Lawrence River, the Citadel and Le Château 

Frontenac hotel. Next you walk through the 

Governors’ Garden and learn about the 1759 

Battle of Québec. Your walk then follows the 

charming streets of the old town where you 

will see the Anglican Cathedral, City Hall, the 

Seminary and the Basilica of Notre-Dame de 

Québec. Following a downhill path, the walk 

continues along Rue Saint-Paul, old Rue 

Sous-le-Cap and Rue Saint-Pierre to the 

Museum of Civilization. 

The final destination is the oldest part of 

Québec City, where you will explore the 

Place Royale and the quaint Notre-Dame-

des-Victoires church built in 1688. Your tour 

then concludes at the foot of Cap Diamant, 

with Le Château Frontenac towering above.

Rue du Petit-Champlain

Historic Québec City

Etching depicting the death of General Wolfe

A gate through the city walls
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Village overlooking the Saint Lawrence River, Charlevoix

Hotel Le Germaine Charlevoix, Baie-Saint-Paul

Charlevoix

The Charlevoix region stretches 200 kilometres 

along the north shore of the Saint Lawrence 

River between the eastern edges of Québec City 

and Tadoussac at the mouth of the Saguenay 

Fjord. At its heart is a vast meteorite crater, 50 

kilometres across and draped in boreal forest, 

now listed as a UNESCO World Biosphere 

Reserve. Gentle valleys and tall cliffs protect 

pretty villages and small towns, such as Baie 

Saint-Paul and La Malbaie, where arts and crafts 

thrive in a beautiful riverside setting. Charlevoix 

prides itself on its local produce such as breads, 

cheeses, pâtés, liqueurs and chocolates which, 

along with excellent restaurants, offer tempting 

tasting opportunities along the way. Whale 

watching trips head out from Tadoussac between 

June and October with the rare opportunity to 

see mighty blue whales as well as inquisitive 

white belugas.

 Hotel Le Germaine Charlevoix, 
Baie-Saint-Paul
Situated on the edge of Baie-Saint-Paul, this very 

modern hotel is inspired by traditional farm 

buildings of the Charlevoix region and is set out 

in five pavilions. Each of the 145 rooms has light 

wooden floors and contemporary furnishings. 

There is also an on-site restaurant, spa and 

farmers market. From here you can join the 

Massif-Charlevoix scenic train, which is a great 

way to explore this beautiful region.

 Auberge des Falaises,  
La Malbaie
Overlooking the Saint Lawrence River, this 

charming inn is a great base for a stay in the 

Charlevoix region. There are 43 rooms, in both 

the main building and in a newer separate 

annexe. All have views of the river, and some 

have private balconies from where you can take 

in the fresh Saint Lawrence air. The auberge 

offers a restaurant, bar, and an outdoor 

swimming pool which has delightful views across 

the Saint Lawrence River. Many activities are 

available nearby including golf, whale watching, 

sea kayaking and horse riding.

Saint Lawrence Seaway

Opened in 1959, the Saint Lawrence Seaway 

stretches for 3,769 kilometres, connecting the 

Atlantic Ocean with North America’s Great 

Lakes. It provides passage for ocean-going vessels 

into the agricultural and industrial heart of North 

America. The seaway includes an eight metre-

deep waterway, a canal, and seven locks 

between the port of Montréal and Lake Ontario 

followed by a similar set-up on the Welland Ship 

Canal. The Sault Sainte Marie canals and locks 

are also part of this engineering marvel which 

each year transports up to 50 million tonnes  

of cargo. The Saint Lawrence River itself is 

enormously wide, especially downstream from 

Québec City, and offers delightful views from  

its banks.
Auberge des Falaises, La Malbaie
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Percé Rock, Gaspé Peninsula Sea kayaks, Gaspé Peninsula

Val Jalbert Historic Village, Lac Saint-Jean

Beluga whale in the Saguenay Fjord Val Jalbert Historic Village, Lac Saint-Jean

Saguenay-Lac-Saint-Jean

The Saguenay is one of the world’s longest fjords 

stretching inland for over 100 kilometres towards 

Lac Saint-Jean, and is hemmed in by 150 metre-

high cliffs for much of its length. The lower half of 

the fjord is a marine reserve and the seasonal 

home to hundreds of white beluga whales, which 

can be viewed on whale watching trips from 

Tadoussac at the mouth of the fjord. Inland, 

enormous Lac Saint-Jean is surrounded by sandy 

beaches and walking and cycling paths. This is a 

sleepy region of pretty dairy farms, unchanged 

villages and vast undulating landscapes capped 

with blueberry bushes and deep forests.

 Val Jalbert Historic Village, 
Lac Saint-Jean
Dating back to 1909, but with most of the 

buildings constructed in the 1920s, this historic 

village with its restored pulp and paper mill 

provides a fascinating insight into times gone by. 

The magnificent Ouiatchouan Waterfall creates a 

dramatic backdrop to the principal mill building 

and there is a spectacular viewing platform here 

and a cable car that whisks you to the top of the 

falls for dramatic views. The village has 25 

sympathetically-restored guest rooms for 

overnight visitors, all offering period charm and 

modern facilities. 

Gaspé Peninsula

Stretching northeast of Québec into the Gulf of 

Saint Lawrence, the Gaspé Peninsula has some  

of the province’s wildest and most attractive 

scenery. Popularly known as Gaspésie, it is 

geologically the northernmost tip of the 

Appalachian Mountains which come to a 

dramatic end at the Rocher Percé, otherwise 

known as Percé Rock. Dense pine forests cover a 

varied terrain that reaches from Forillon National 

Park in the east to the 1,300 metre peaks of the 

Chic-Choc Mountains in the interior, which have 

splendid mountain walking. On the eastern tip of 

the peninsula, Bonaventure Island is home to 

North America’s largest gannet colony and the 

southern coast is dotted with historic fishing 

villages, beautiful gardens and fruit farms. A good 

road circles the peninsula and allows easy access 

to all the highlights.

 Auberge de Montagne des 
Chic-Chocs, Gaspé Peninsula
Perched 615 metres high in the Matane Wildlife 

Reserve, Auberge de Montagne des Chic-Chocs 

affords a dramatic setting in an isolated 

wilderness area that is ideal for hiking, mountain 

biking and wildlife watching. The surrounding 

area supports one of the largest moose 

populations in the world, the only caribou herd 

south of the Saint Lawrence River, and a unique 

ecosystem of pine, birch and alpine tundra. This 

delightful lodge accommodates just 36 guests, 

and areas such as the dining room and lounge, 

with its large fireplace, invite friendly 

conversation among visitors. The balconies and 

large windows open onto superb views of the 

surrounding mountain peaks, and there is also a 

sauna, outdoor spa and shop. Dining is a special 

treat and the lodge’s team of talented chefs will 

prepare a wonderful selection of local cuisine. 

The lodge is accessed by a private road from the 

small town of Cap-Chat from which transfers are 

provided. All meals and activities are included.

Hikers, Auberge de Montagne des Chic-Chocs
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Tailoring your trip

The itineraries shown are designed to give you a 

flavour of what is possible, and are routes that 

work particularly well. We can use these as a 

basis to plan your trip or can design a completely 

different itinerary to suit your tastes and 

interests. Please call one of our Canada 

specialists to start planning your itinerary.

T   01993 838 700

Getting around

Most visitors to Ontario fly into either Toronto 

or Ottawa while Québec’s main gateway is 

Montréal. There are also onward connections to 

Québec City and other regional airports. Regular 

train services link all major eastern cities, 

providing a fast and effective way of reaching 

downtown city areas. The rural regions of both 

provinces are really only accessible with a hire 

car but this enables you to be completely 

independent and allows you to explore at your 

own pace.

When to go

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Q Q Q Q 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 5 Q  
3 3 The best time to travel.

3 A good time to travel, but there may be some factors to be aware of.

5 Travel is not recommended.

Q Snow or ski season.

Both Ontario and Québec experience very cold 

winters when temperatures regularly plummet to 

minus 20C (minus 4F). Snowfall is plentiful, 

especially between December and April, making 

these months popular for skiers and other winter 

sports enthusiasts. Temperatures warm up 

quickly and significantly in May and June, making 

these months a very pleasant, and often 

uncrowded, time to travel. The busiest months 

are July, August and September when the 

weather can get very hot and humid. The end of 

September and early October are popular 

months when temperatures are pleasant and the 

colours of the autumn foliage are at their best.

  Time difference: GMT-5 hours

Prices

We offer trips to cater for a wide range of 

budgets. You can find up-to-date guideline prices 

for your trip to Canada on our website, 

alternatively please call our specialists to discuss 

your plans.

Niagara Falls, Ontario

Bull moose, Québec

Jean-Talon Market, Montréal 

Glorious Ontario
This lovely trip takes in all the highlights of the 
province of Ontario. These include iconic 
destinations such as Toronto and Niagara Falls, as 
well as lesser known regions such as Killarney 
Provincial Park, Manitoulin Island and the 
delightful Bruce Peninsula. You will be able to go 
canoeing, discover First Nations culture and 
participate in wonderful coastal walking, as well  
as many other outdoor activities.

Day 1 Arrive in Toronto.

Day 2 Enjoy a full day exploring Canada’s 
largest city, Toronto. 

Day 3 Drive south to the pretty little town 
of Niagara-on-the-Lake. 

Day 4 Spend the day exploring this historic 
town and visit the magnificent 
nearby spectacle of Niagara Falls.

Day 5 Travel north, through Ontario’s 
picturesque lakes country, to 
Gravenhurst.

Day 6 Continue your drive north along the 
edge of Georgian Bay to Killarney 
Provincial Park.

Days 7-8 Spend two days in Killarney 
Provincial Park where you can enjoy 
the excellent walking and water 
sports activities or simply relax.

Day 9 Take the road bridge to Manitoulin 
Island, the world’s largest freshwater 
island.

Day 10 Explore the First Nations culture of 
Manitoulin. The island is also 
excellent for walking, cycling, boating 
and fishing. 

Day 11 Take the car ferry to Tobermory at 
the tip of the Bruce Peninsula.

Day 12 Go snorkelling or boating to see 
shipwrecks in Fathom Five National 
Marine Park.

Day 13 Drive south along the Bruce 
Peninsula to Owen Sound. Make 
sure you try one of the lovely 
walking trails.

Day 14 Enjoy a further day exploring the 
pastoral Bruce Peninsula.

Day 15 Drive back to Toronto to board your 
onward flight.
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Suggested itineraries
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Canada’s Eastern Cities  
by Train
Explore the eclectic cities of eastern Canada by 
train, including Toronto, Ottawa, Montréal and 
the charming old city of Québec. Comfortable 
and regular trains easily transport you to the 
heart of these great cities, leaving you with plenty 
of time to explore their many varied sights.

Day 1 Arrive in Toronto.

Day 2 Enjoy a full day exploring Canada’s 
largest city. 

Day 3 Join a guided tour to Niagara Falls. 
Here you will have time to admire 
this mighty waterfall as well as 
explore the pretty nearby town of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake. 

Day 4 Board the train to Ottawa.

Day 5 Spend the day exploring Canada’s 
capital including its magnificent 
Parliament buildings and its many 
excellent museums. 

Day 6 Depart by train for Montréal.

Day 7 Spend a day exploring the great city 
of Montréal. You may wish to take a 
Bateau Mouche cruise on the Saint 
Lawrence River, visit the Biodome or 
Planetarium, or enjoy the shops and 
pavement cafes.

Day 8 Take the train to Québec City. 

Day 9 Join a guided walking tour to learn  
all about the fascinating history of 
the city.

Day 10 Travel to the airport to board your 
onward flight.

Splendours of Québec
This trip starts in the great city of Montréal 
before taking in the scenic villages of the 
Laurentian Mountains and the historic city of 
Québec. You will then discover the lovely old 
villages along the banks of the Saint Lawrence 
River where artists and artisan food producers 
sell delectable local produce.

Day 1 Arrive in Montréal. 

Day 2 Montréal offers many attractions 
including the Planetarium, Bateau 
Mouche cruises on the Saint  
Lawrence River, the elegant shops 
around Sherbrooke Street and the 
old port.

Day 3 Enjoy a walking tour of old  
Montréal, learning all about its 
fascinating history. 

Day 4 Drive north, out of the city and into 
the mountains to Mont Tremblant.

Day 5 Spend a day enjoying the tranquil 
beauty of Mont Tremblant. 

Day 6 Drive to Québec City. The 
afternoon is free for you to acquaint 
yourself with this delightful historic 
city.

Day 7 Enjoy a guided walking tour of old 
Québec. 

Day 8 Continue exploring the city. 

Day 9 Drive along the banks of the mighty 
Saint Lawrence River to La Malbaie. 

Day 10 Explore the arts and craft shops of  
La Malbaie, or take a whale watching 
trip from nearby Tadoussac or Baie 
Sainte Catherine.

Day 11 Explore the stunning Saguenay Fjord 
by boat.

Day 12 Return to Québec for your  
onward flight.

Maple Leaf Trail
The best of eastern USA and Canada in one trip. 
As well as taking in Boston in Massachusetts, this 
diverse itinerary also includes time in New 
Hampshire’s White Mountains, the cosmopolitan 
cities of Montréal, Québec and Toronto, 
spectacular Niagara Falls and the splendid, 
isolated scenery of New York State.

Day 1 Arrive in Boston.

Day 2 Spend a day discovering historic 
Boston, the capital of Massachusetts 
and the largest city in New England.

Day 3 Drive into New Hampshire’s  
White Mountains National Forest. 

Day 4 Explore the White Mountains. 

Day 5 Cross into Canada and drive to 
Québec City.

Day 6 Discover Gallic Québec on an 
informative walking tour. 

Day 7 Follow the mighty Saint Lawrence 
River to Montréal.

Day 8 Spend a full day in vibrant Montréal.

Day 9 Travel along the northern shore of 
Lake Ontario to Toronto.

Day 10 A full day in Toronto. Ascend the  
CN Tower, watch a hockey game or 
visit the Royal Ontario Museum.

Day 11 Head south to Niagara Falls. 

Day 12 Cross the border back into the  
USA and drive east through  
northern New York State’s pretty 
Finger Lakes region.

Day 13 Visit the reputable wineries of the 
Finger Lakes region.

Day 14 Follow the mighty Hudson River 
south to New York City. 

Day 15 Explore New York City.

Day 16 Travel to the airport for your 
onward flight.
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Atlantic Canada

Audley in Atlantic Canada

Despite being one of the lesser visited parts 

of the country it has plenty to offer. We 

have travelled to each of the provinces of 

Atlantic Canada, explored many of the 

national parks and can recommend where 

to go and what to see based on your 

interests. The region is home to some 

remarkable wildlife, spectacular scenery and 

small friendly coastal villages. We can 

arrange boat trips to see icebergs, or for  

you to go kayaking through inlets and along 

rivers, recommend hiking trails through 

glorious national parks, or suggest which 

seaside town to stop at for a tasty meal.  

We have travelled by road and by boat and 

know the best ways to get around and 

combine the different provinces. 

Accommodation

The accommodation in this region of 

Canada is limited but there is a good choice 

of small boutique hotels, welcoming B&Bs, 

country inns and the odd resort. Some 

locations are isolated but this is often part  

of their charm and wherever you stay you’ll 

be assured of a warm welcome. We have 

selected a variety of options to reflect local 

character and to suit a range of tastes and 

budgets.

Peggy’s Cove lighthouse, Nova Scotia
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1  Lunenburg 
Stroll along cobbled streets and 

explore the maritime history of 

this charming seaside town.

See page 57

2  Bay of Fundy
See numerous species of  

whale breaching off the coast  

of New Brunswick. 

See page 59

3  Halifax 
Take in the culture of the 

largest city of the region and 

sample delicious fresh seafood 

in a harbour restaurant.

See page 56

4  Newfoundland 
Uncover pristine national parks 

and a wealth of wildlife in this 

unspoilt wilderness.

See pages 62-63

5  Cabot Trail
Drive along one of the world’s 

most spectacular roads around 

the northern tip of Cape  

Breton Island.

See page 61

6  Prince Edward Island
Hike along coastal trails and 

deserted beaches and visit the 

inspiration for Anne of Green 

Gables, a literary classic.

See page 60

7  Hopewell Rocks
Kayak on the highest tides in  

the world amongst ancient rock 

stacks and arches circled by 

thousands of seabirds.

See page 59

CloSer To eUrope THAN ANy oTHer pArT of NorTH AmerICA, Atlantic Canada is 

where the country first met the wider world, developing a culture influenced first by the Vikings 

and then by a blend of english, Irish, Scottish and french settlers. All helped shape the history of the 

area and contributed to the rich mosaic of traditional ceremonies, dialects, music and architecture that 

can be found today. Together, the provinces of New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, prince edward Island, and 

Newfoundland and labrador boast some of Canada’s most spectacular coastlines. With thousands of 

kilometres of rocky shoreline, drifting icebergs, uncrowded beaches and rugged headlands scattered 

with lighthouses and fishing communities, the ocean is a defining feature of the landscape and the 

lifestyle here. Abundant wildlife especially moose, sea birds and many species of whale make the region 

home. Whether you decide to go kayaking in the Bay of fundy, salmon fishing on the miramichi river 

or walking and cycling along the wonderful coastal trails, you can sample the diverse culture, warm 

hospitality and rich history that make this area unique.

1

2 3

4
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6

7
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Nova Scotia’s  
Maritime Heritage
Nova Scotia’s maritime economy 

boomed in the mid-19th century and 

saw the development of many harbours, 

lighthouses and port towns, such as  

the pretty UNESCO fishing port of 

Lunenburg. The fishing and racing 

schooner, Bluenose, remains 

synonymous with the town and today  

it is home to a replica, Bluenose II. Nova 

Scotia’s maritime infrastructure also 

played a pivotal role in immigration, 

becoming the first port of call for 

immigrants seeking a new life in Canada; 

the Museum of Immigration in Halifax 

charts this fascinating history. To this 

day, maritime traditions remain a 

significant part of Nova Scotia’s proud 

culture and heritage.

Sailing boat in the harbour, Halifax

Halifax

As the capital of Nova Scotia, Halifax is the 

largest city in the Atlantic provinces. Steeped in 

seafaring history, naval tradition continues here in 

one of the world’s largest natural harbours. This 

small, compact city, dominated by a citadel and its 

adjacent clock tower, is easily discovered on foot 

despite its steep streets. There are plenty of 

excellent seafood restaurants and several 

microbreweries along the waterfront, and it is 

here you will find historic buildings, the Maritime 

Museum and a collection of boutiques in restored 

warehouses. The superb Maritime Museum of 

the Atlantic showcases artefacts from the Titanic, 

which sank east of Halifax in 1912, and is well 

worth a visit. Considered the cultural hub of the 

region, Halifax also hosts concerts and festivals 

throughout the year and has plenty of bustling 

bars with live music and a thriving theatre scene.

 Cambridge Suites Hotel, 
Halifax
Located in the heart of downtown Halifax, the 

Cambridge Suites Hotel is an ideal base from 

which to explore the city. The property’s 200 

suites are modern and spacious, making it 

particularly well suited to families and those 

planning a longer stay in the city. All suites 

feature a kitchenette and a TV with in-room 

movie facilities; the larger one bedroom suites 

also offer separate living areas. The hotel has a 

rooftop patio, which provides a delightful 

location to enjoy breakfast, and the sights,  

shops and restaurants of Halifax are just a short 

walk away.

Peggy’s Cove

Travel south from Halifax along what is known 

locally as the lighthouse route and you’ll reach 

idyllic Peggy’s Cove. Recognised as one of the 

most photogenic locations in eastern Canada, 

the Peggy’s Cove coastal region encompasses a 

series of lovely bays and inlets. The small fishing 

village at the centre of the area is a charming and 

relaxed place that retains a sense of authenticity. 

Fishermen come and go, lobster traps and fishing 

nets decorate the wharves and roadside, and 

fishing boats chug in and out of the harbour 

throughout the day.

Peggy’s Cove
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Lunenburg

One of Nova Scotia’s most historic towns, 

Lunenburg captivates visitors with its colourful 

waterfront, narrow streets and old wooden 

buildings. This pretty seaside community was 

established in 1753 as one of the first British 

colonial settlements in Nova Scotia. The early 

settlers, from various parts of Europe, created a 

vibrant economy based largely on maritime 

trade. This legacy can be seen today in the 

brightly painted wooden buildings that clamber 

up from the main harbour, and an eclectic 

collection of wooden churches and mansions. 

The town is recognised as a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site, and its principal attraction is the 

excellent Fisheries Museum of the Atlantic which 

includes a great aquarium and historic fishing 

schooners. The town boasts craft shops, art 

galleries and some good restaurants – be sure  

to try the Solomon Grundy, a local dish of 

marinated herrings with sour cream.

 The Addington Arms, 
Lunenburg
Set in the heart of Lunenburg, just minutes from 

the waterfront and surrounded by restaurants, 

cafes and art shops, this hidden gem is an all-suite 

B&B. There are just four rooms, each spacious 

and comfortably furnished.

Annapolis Royal

Annapolis Royal is an historic town of splendid 

Victorian mansions nestled in a fertile valley 

between the Annapolis and Allain rivers. 

Originally inhabited by the indigenous Mi’kmaq 

people, in 1605 the area became home to some 

of North America’s earliest European settlers 

and was controlled mainly by the French until the 

Nova Scotia Peninsula was handed over to the 

British by the Treaty of Utrecht in 1713. The 

town has a small centre with attractive buildings 

and historic gardens, and the impressive Port 

Royal National Historic Site is close by. Visitors 

can explore the substantial remains of Fort 

Anne, the region’s main defence location, which 

has views of the nearby river. The dramatic 

scenery of the Bay of Fundy is also just ten 

kilometres away.

 The Queen Anne Inn, 
Annapolis Royal
The Queen Anne Inn, built in 1865, is one of our 

favourite bed and breakfast properties and offers 

excellent value. Located on the Evangeline Trail 

and just minutes from the centre of historic 

Annapolis Royal, the house was fully restored in 

1989. The grand staircase takes you to the 

well-appointed guest rooms which are furnished 

with period antiques. There are ten rooms in the 

main inn and two suites in the Carriage House 

located directly behind it. The Queen Anne Inn 

is known for its three course breakfasts served in 

the formal dining room each morning.

Country store, Annapolis Royal The Queen Anne Inn, Annapolis Royal

Lunenburg Harbour

Annapolis Valley

Port Royal National Historic Site
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Music
Across the Atlantic provinces music 

plays an important part in reinforcing 

regional identity and local culture. If you 

have the opportunity we would highly 

recommend finding a music event to 

attend. Celtic music in particular thrives 

in this part of Canada and it’s not 

unusual to find bagpipes playing, 

particularly in Antigonish. You are also 

likely to come across a ceilidh taking 

place in a pub, concert hall or 

restaurant, and visitors are often 

encouraged to participate. The small 

fishing village of Canso plays host each 

July to the Stan Rogers Folk Festival, 

one of Nova Scotia’s biggest music 

festivals, where thousands of spectators 

attend to listen to traditional Celtic 

music, country, blues, rock, bluegrass 

and folk.

Kings Landing Historic Settlement, near Fredericton

St. Andrews by the Sea

One of the oldest and most attractive of the 

maritime towns, St. Andrews by the Sea is a 

charming seaside community. With a wealth of 

beautiful architecture, the town represents one 

of the best preserved examples of colonial 

heritage in North America, earning it National 

Historic District status. The centre of the town 

remains steeped in history with elegant streets 

supporting numerous galleries, small shops and 

boutiques, while the Kingsbrae Garden is a 

horticultural masterpiece.

 Rossmount Inn, St. Andrews 
by the Sea
The Rossmount Inn is a delightful three-storey 

manor house and is part of an extensive estate 

set between the forest and the sea. The estate 

includes Chamcook Mountain, the highest  

point in the Passamaquoddy Bay area with 

breathtaking vistas over the bay, Chamcook Lake, 

St. Croix River and the coast of Maine. The inn 

offers 18 comfortable guest rooms, all furnished 

with unique antiques. By day visitors can enjoy 

the great views from the veranda and pool deck 

or take a leisurely walk through the estate’s 

meadows, including a scenic nature trail up the 

mountain or a stroll through the organic kitchen 

garden. In the evening meals are served in the 

casual but elegant dining room.

Fredericton

The capital of New Brunswick, Fredericton lies 

on the Saint John River and is a small, compact 

town that is easily explored on foot. Originally a 

French settlement, the town developed under 

British rule during the 18th century as loyalist 

sympathisers sought to build a new capital in 

British North America. It was to be a centre of 

education and culture, a stronghold for the 

Anglican Church and the centrepiece of a new 

society. A sense of this history can be felt in 

nearby Kings Landing Historic Settlement as well 

as the old architecture of Fredericton itself. The 

town has retained its small, intimate atmosphere 

as well as an air of refined prosperity and 

cultured self-importance.

 Quartermain House B&B, 
Fredericton
Quartermain House B&B offers guests a relaxing 

stay in a heritage property located on the Saint 

John River, a ten-minute walk from downtown 

Fredericton. This intimate property features just 

three rooms, one with en suite, the other two 

with private adjacent bathrooms. It is easy to feel 

at home here; in addition to a library, parlour 

and dining room, guests can enjoy the outdoors 

on the front porch or the back garden terrace. 

The B&B also provides guests with freshly-baked 

treats, fruit and drinks each day.
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Home to the highest tides in the world, the 

Bay of Fundy stretches 270 kilometres 

between the provinces of New Brunswick and 

Nova Scotia. Each day 100 billion tonnes of 

seawater flows in and out of the bay during 

each tide cycle – more than the combined 

flow of all the world’s freshwater rivers. 

According to the folklore of the local Mi’kmaq 

First Nation, these incredible tides are caused 

by a giant whale attempting to break a dam at 

the mouth of the bay, however the more 

prosaic explanation comes from the funnelling 

effect of the narrow bay combined with 

exceptional tidal resonance. 

Either way, Fundy’s impressive tides mean that 

the landscape here changes by the minute, as 

cliffs, coves, beaches and harbours succumb to 

the power of nature. Nowhere is this more 

apparent than in Fundy National Park, on the 

New Brunswick side of the bay, where wild 

and rugged sea cliffs, tidal mud flats and 

forested hills make an incredible backdrop to 

some exhilarating walking trails. East of here 

lies the dramatic Cape Enrage with its jagged 

sea cliffs and churning waters, whilst further 

on at the Hopewell Rocks you can walk on 

the ocean floor during low tide and kayak 

around the rocks when the tide is in. 

Wherever you go you’ll find fine scenery and 

a rich history, charming villages and some 

excellent seafood.

Wildlife
Along the headlands, both in the water and 

soaring overhead, the wildlife around the Bay 

of Fundy is as varied as it is prolific. Moose 

and deer can be spotted close to the river 

inlets and marshlands, sandpipers and plovers 

scurry across mudflats while eagles and 

ospreys circle the skies. Take a boat trip out 

on the chilly water and you’ll appreciate the 

rich marine life, including various species of 

whale, dolphin, seal, shark and friendly 

porpoises. There is a huge variety of fish too, 

making it one of the most popular and 

valuable fisheries in Canada.

Activities 
The natural and unspoilt landscape around 

the Bay of Fundy provides an opportunity for 

any number of different activities. Depending 

on your interests and fitness levels we can 

arrange cycling excursions and rafting trips or 

recommend hiking trails and good swimming 

spots. There are secluded beaches perfect for 

picnics, lakes ideal for fishing, and quiet coves 

and river inlets suitable for kayaking. The area 

is renowned amongst birdwatchers and there 

are whale watching excursions, numerous 

historical sights and interpretative guided 

walks to discover the regional ecology.

 Falcon Ridge Inn, Alma,  
Bay of Fundy
Falcon Ridge Inn is a modern bed and 

breakfast located in the small village of Alma. 

Making the most of its hilltop location, the 

comfortable lounge offers 180 degree 

unobstructed, panoramic views of the Bay  

of Fundy, the Nova Scotia shoreline, Fundy 

National Park and the surrounding areas.  

The four spacious guest rooms are tastefully 

decorated and have breathtaking views  

over the bay.

North Atlantic right whales, Bay of Fundy 

Black-bellied plover, Bay of Fundy

Bay of Fundy

Hopewell Rocks at high tide, Bay of Fundy
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Covehead lighthouse, Prince Edward Island

The Great George, Charlottetown

Prince Edward Island

Prince Edward Island, Canada’s smallest province, 

is a land of rolling hills, rich farmland, lush valleys, 

stunning seascapes and bustling harbours. This is 

modern Canada’s birthplace – three British 

colonies ushered in Confederation here in 1867. 

The province’s small capital, Charlottetown, is full 

of leafy avenues of Victorian clapboard houses, 

and the city’s compact size lends itself to 

exploration on foot. The island has several 

provincial parks, the ‘singing’ sands at Basin Head 

and an abundance of lighthouses. A highlight is 

Prince Edward Island National Park where the 

north coast’s glorious beaches and sand dunes 

protect a fragile ecosystem. The 13 kilometre 

Confederation Bridge offers easy access from 

New Brunswick to the island.
 The Great George, 

Charlottetown
A unique cluster of 17 award-winning heritage 

buildings, the Great George is located in the 

heart of Charlottetown’s historic district. Now 

converted into a small luxury hotel, each building 

has been lovingly restored and has a character 

and story all of its own. A stay here offers a 

fascinating insight into times past as well as the 

complex restoration process the hotel has 

undergone to reflect the elegance and inn-

keeping spirit of the 1800s. Each of the 54 guest 

rooms is unique and most are furnished with 

antiques.

Prince Edward Island  
National Park

Prince Edward Island National Park spans a 

spectacular stretch of land encompassing sand 

dunes, salt marshes, remnants of an Acadian 

forest, coastal headlands, beaches and sandstone 

cliffs. Situated on the central north shore of 

Prince Edward Island, the park faces the Gulf of 

Saint Lawrence, and although small by Canadian 

standards it is a popular destination, with 

outstanding coastal landscapes perfect for hiking 

or cycling. Many visitors are drawn to the area as 

it was the setting for Lucy Maud Montgomery’s 

beloved 1908 novel, Anne of Green Gables.

The park’s ecosystems support 400 different 

species of plant and a variety of animals. Coyotes, 

red foxes, raccoons, beavers, mink and weasels 

are common along with more than 300 species 

of bird, including the endangered piping plover.

Malpeque Harbour, Prince Edward Island Patchwork of fields, Prince Edward Island
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Cabot Trail
Recognised as one of the world’s most 

stunning drives, the Cabot Trail is a  

297 kilometre loop carved into ancient 

highlands, that clings to the steep 

oceanside cliffs of Cape Breton 

Highlands National Park. Drive the 

route in either direction and you will  

be treated to spectacular views and 

most probably the sight of eagles 

soaring above you, seals splashing below 

you and moose wandering along the 

roadside. The town of Baddeck, on Bras 

d’Or Lake, is a good starting point for 

the drive. For the best experience allow 

a couple of days to complete the route 

and enjoy the scenery, excellent seafood 

restaurants, hospitable inns and B&Bs, 

and wonderful hiking trails along  

the way.

www.audleytravel.com/canada • 01993 838 700 • Atlantic Canada

Cape Breton Highlands National ParkFly fishing in the Margaree River, Cape Breton Island

Baddeck, Cape Breton Island

Louisbourg Harbour Inn, Louisbourg Bull moose, Cape Breton Highlands National Park Historical re-enactment, Louisbourg Fortress

Cape Breton Island,  
Nova Scotia

The most northerly part of the province of Nova 

Scotia, Cape Breton Island encompasses 

dramatic coastal scenery, vast inland lakes and a 

proud Celtic culture. Highlights are undoubtedly 

Cape Breton Highlands National Park and the 

renowned Cabot Trail driving route which draws 

thousands of visitors every year. The park was 

established in 1936 when the government set 

aside 950 square kilometres of the northern tip 

of Cape Breton Island to protect some of 

Canada’s most breathtaking scenery – a land of 

mountains, forest wilderness, windswept coasts 

and timeless fishing villages. On the eastern 

shore lies Louisbourg, which was a busy French 

seaport during the 18th century before it was 

captured by the British in 1758. Today the 

reconstructed fortress provides a fascinating 

insight into the region’s military history and life in 

a mid 18th-century colonial settlement. 

 Seascape Coastal Retreat, 
Ingonish
Seascape Coastal Retreat is situated on the 

Cabot Trail on the edge of Cape Breton 

Highlands National Park. This great value 

property enjoys a wonderful location with 

panoramic ocean and mountain views. 

Accommodation is provided in ten comfortable 

air-conditioned cottages, each with a living room 

with fireplace, kitchenette and a bathroom with 

whirlpool bath. From your own private 

barbecue-equipped patio you can enjoy the 

pristine views whilst a wide, gently sloping 

pathway leads down to a quiet sandy beach 

below.

 Louisbourg Harbour Inn, 
Louisbourg
This century-old sea captain’s house, in which the 

inn keeper himself was born, was built by 

Captain Thomas Townsend, a descendant of a 

prominent officer who fought in the 1758 Siege 

of Louisbourg. Located just off Main Street, the 

inn overlooks the harbour and is next to a 

working fishing wharf and the Louisbourg 

Playhouse. There are eight beautifully decorated 

guest rooms, six of which overlook the historic 

waterfront. The balcony overlooking the water 

affords excellent views of the fishing boats, 

wharves and the ocean beyond.
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With over 29,000 kilometres of coastline, 

Newfoundland (pronounced locally as  

Newfen-land) and Labrador encapsulate the 

majesty of Atlantic Canada with wild mountain 

terrain and rugged seascapes waiting to be 

explored. 

This most easterly part of North America is off 

the beaten path but has sites of historical 

significance, pristine national parks and 

remarkable wildlife across the province, making 

it well worth a visit. The seas teem with 

thousands of whales and sea lions, the seabird 

colonies are the largest in the northern 

hemisphere attracting over 35 million seabirds 

annually, and in the interior moose and herds of 

caribou roam the deserted plains and 

mountains. 

The sweeping natural harbour at Trinity Bay is 

home to a picturesque colonial fishing 

community, while St. John’s is the province’s 

welcoming historic capital. It has more pubs per 

square kilometre than any other city on the 

continent.

The Newfoundland character
Human habitation has always been sparse here 

and only the hardiest of souls have made it their 

home. In a region of modest infrastructure and 

limited development, local community remains 

at the heart of Newfoundland and Labrador 

life. While the fishing industry, the mainstay of 

the economy, has faltered in recent years, there 

is a tangible sense of resilience and a hardy 

spirit amongst local people. If you venture into 

a restaurant or pub in the area or stay at a B&B 

you’ll be warmly welcomed with an infectious 

friendliness, a multitude of accents and an 

entertaining story or two.

History 
The first evidence of settlement in the region 

was in the north of Newfoundland at L’Anse 

aux Meadows. The site, where remains of 

Viking settlements have been discovered, 

makes for an interesting visit and has been 

dated back to 1,000 AD. Newfoundland and 

Labrador was further settled by European 

fishermen with communities appearing along 

the coast in the 17th century. Explorers realised 

the waters in the region offered some of the 

best fishing in the Atlantic, and this led to land 

disputes between Britain, France and Spain. 

Conflict was inevitable and after several battles 

a series of treaties were agreed, giving the 

British land ownership and fishing rights. 

Newfoundland remained a British Colony  

until 1949 when, after much debate, it officially 

joined Canada.

Humpback whale fluke, Newfoundland

Newfoundland & Labrador

St. John’s Harbour entrance, Newfoundland
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Northern gannets, Cape St. Mary’s Ecological Reserve

Iceberg Alley, Twillingate Neddies Harbour Inn, Gros Morne National Park

Fishers’ Loft Inn, Trinity Bay

Wildlife 
With such a vast, diverse and largely 

unpopulated landscape, Newfoundland and 

Labrador is home to a wealth of wildlife. 

Moose, caribou, foxes, lynx, deer, beavers and 

wolverines can all be found in forests across the 

region, and polar bears can be seen in remote 

northern Labrador.

We would highly recommend a boat trip to 

appreciate the rich and varied marine life. You 

will often see pods of dolphins gliding through 

from bay to bay, as well as a variety of whales 

including humpback, orca and minke, all of 

which travel a migratory path up and down the 

coast. 

Located about 200 kilometres southwest of St. 

John’s, Cape St. Mary’s Ecological Reserve (also 

known as ‘the Cape’) is one of Newfoundland’s 

major wildlife hot spots, particularly renowned 

for its seabird colonies. Cape St. Mary’s is one 

of the best and most accessible places to see 

nesting seabirds, and during the breeding 

season it is home to large numbers of northern 

gannets, black-legged kittiwakes, and common 

and thick-billed murres. In addition, razorbills, 

black guillemots, double-crested and great 

cormorants, and northern fulmars nest there. 

Perhaps what makes it so spectacular, however, 

is that all these birds can be seen from land, as 

close as ten metres away.

Iceberg Alley
Each spring thousands of icebergs arrive from 

the freezing Arctic and travel along the 

northern and eastern Newfoundland coast and 

past the town of Twillingate in a stretch of 

water known as Iceberg Alley. Sculpted into 

incredible angular shapes and ranging in colour 

from snow-white to the deepest aquamarine, 

the icebergs make for quite a sight. You can 

easily see them from a hike along one of the 

coastal trails but witnessing them up close, 

either by taking a boat tour or by paddling past 

in a sea kayak, really brings their scale and 

majesty into perspective. It was one such 

iceberg that sank the Titanic, a mere 645 

kilometres from this coast. Today, the icebergs 

pose less of a threat to shipping but are still so 

plentiful that locals put them to good use 

melting the ice to create their own line of spirits 

including Iceberg vodka, gin and rum and the 

popular Iceberg Beer.

 Fishers’ Loft Inn, Trinity Bay
Nestled in the hills on a quiet winding lane, 

Fishers’ Loft Inn overlooks the old fishing and 

boat-building harbour of Ship Cove in Port 

Rexton. The inn is made up of a collection of 

Victorian buildings overlooking Trinity Bay. 

There are 26 casually elegant rooms and suites, 

most with sea views, and all are bright and 

spacious, with hand-crafted furniture and 

original works of art.

 Neddies Harbour Inn,  
Gros Morne National Park
Positioned on the waterfront, Neddies 

Harbour Inn is a perfect base to explore Gros 

Morne National Park. This tranquil location 

provides magnificent views of the bay, the Long 

Range Mountains and the Tablelands. The inn is 

excellent value, and has 15 spacious and 

tastefully furnished rooms, a restaurant serving 

the freshest local ingredients, an exercise room, 

sauna and hot tub. Sustainability is a key theme 

and environmentally-friendly energy systems 

and the use of authentic local craftsmanship 

and products are a priority here. 

National parks
The scenic landscape across Newfoundland and 

Labrador is perhaps at its most spectacular in 

the regional national parks. Terra Nova 

National Park, along the east coast, consists of 

attractive wetlands and dense forests of spruce, 

pine and maple trees as well as stunning cliffs 

and sheltered inlets. Gros Morne National Park, 

in the west, is one of the largest parks in 

eastern Canada, and is filled with freshwater 

fjords, craggy bays, forests and rugged 

moorland dotted with rocks. It is renowned as 

an area of complex geology and has generated 

theories on plate tectonics. These two national 

parks are accessed by road and can easily be 

incorporated into a self-drive itinerary of the 

region.

Torngat Mountains National Park is larger still 

and covers a vast 9,700 square kilometres at 

the northern tip of Labrador. This remote area 

is filled with towering mountain peaks, 

iceberg-filled fjords and valleys of glacial 

remains. Torngat is also home to the Labrador 

Inuit who still live a very traditional life and add 

a unique cultural facet to a visit here. The park 

is very remote and offers magnificent polar 

bear viewing in a dramatic landscape.

 Fogo Island Inn, Fogo Island
Located off the northeast coast of 

Newfoundland and accessible by ferry, Fogo 

Island is a place of craggy coastlines, secluded 

bays and small fishing communities. The 29 

room Fogo Island Inn is a community-based 

project developed by local artists and is an ideal 

place to appreciate the untouched beauty and 

solitude of this region on the very edge of the 

North American continent. The inn is a bold, 

modern building with comfortable rooms, each 

with spectacular panoramic ocean views. A stay 

here is a unique experience with the 

opportunity to observe local wildlife, view 

icebergs, hike along hidden beaches and truly 

get away from it all.
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Tailoring your trip

The itineraries shown are designed to give you  

a flavour of what is possible, and are routes that 

work particularly well. We can use these as a 

basis to plan your trip or can design a completely 

different itinerary to suit your tastes and 

interests. Please call one of our Canada 

specialists to start planning your itinerary.

T   01993 838 700

Getting around

The provinces of Atlantic Canada are largely 

separated by water, but the local infrastructure is 

good with a number of bridges and car ferries 

linking the provinces. We have researched many 

self-drive routes and can advise on the most 

scenic roads to take. Additionally, there is a 

reliable and regular ferry timetable and a 

network of domestic flights that connect small 

communities with the larger towns and cities of 

the region. The distances between communities 

can be significant, though it is perfectly feasible to 

combine several provinces in the same itinerary.

When to go

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Q Q Q 5 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 5 5 5  
3 3 The best time to travel.

5 Travel is not recommended.

Q Snow or ski season.

Atlantic Canada is at its best and most accessible 

during the summer months from late May to 

September. The temperatures are warmer, and 

whilst never very hot, it can be surprisingly  

warm when the sun is out. The exposed coastal 

regions can be windy and rain can fall across the 

provinces at any time of the year. We would  

not recommend travel during the long winter 

months between October and April when 

temperatures drop below freezing and many 

attractions are closed.

  Time difference: GMT-5 hours

Prices

We offer trips to cater for a wide range of 

budgets. You can find up-to-date guideline prices 

for your trip to Canada on our website, 

alternatively please call our specialists to discuss 

your plans.

Hopewell Rocks, Bay of Fundy

Puffin, Bonavista Peninsula

Lobster pots, Cape Breton Island

Canada’s Maritime 
Treasures
This well-paced self-drive itinerary provides  
a fascinating insight into life in the Maritime 
provinces. Starting and ending in Halifax, the trip 
will take you to historic fishing communities, 
national parks and wonderful coastal landscapes.

Day 1 Arrive in Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

Day 2 Spend the day exploring Halifax.

Day 3 Drive along the ‘lighthouse route’  
past Peggy’s Cove to Lunenburg. 

Day 4 Enjoy a full day in the UNESCO 
World Heritage town of Lunenburg. 

Day 5 Drive through southern Nova Scotia 
to Annapolis Royal.

Day 6 Enjoy a day in the historic town of 
Annapolis Royal. 

Day 7 Take the ferry across the Bay of 
Fundy to New Brunswick then drive 
to Fundy National Park. 

Day 8 Explore the seascapes and birdlife of 
Fundy National Park.

Day 9 Drive across the Confederation 
Bridge to Prince Edward Island.

Day 10 Visit Cavendish, home to Anne of 
Green Gables, or take a scenic 
ocean drive.

Day 11 Discover Charlottetown or take in a 
scenic ocean drive.

Day 12 Take the ferry to the small 
settlement of Pictou in Nova Scotia, 
landing place of the first Scottish 
settlers. 

Day 13 Drive north to join the start of the 
famed Cabot trail. 

Day 14 Visit Cape Breton Highlands 
National Park and take in more of 
the spectacular coastal scenery.

Day 15 Make your way to the historic town 
of Louisbourg.

Day 16 Visit Louisbourg Fortress.

Day 17 Journey to the little port of  
Charlos Cove.

Day 18 Drive along the rugged Atlantic 
coast back to Halifax. Board your 
onward flight.

Charlos Cove

Louisbourg

Cape Breton 
Highlands 

National Park

Pictou

Prince Edward 
Island

Fundy 
National 
Park

Saint John

Annapolis 
Royal

Lunenburg

Halifax
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Suggested itineraries
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Newfoundland Explored
Explore the main highlights of Newfoundland in 
this comprehensive self-drive itinerary. Visit 
unspoilt landscapes, remote coastal communities 
and dramatic national parks. Travelling by car, you 
can take your time to appreciate local life, the 
spectacular scenery and remarkable wildlife.

Day 1 Arrive in St. John’s, the capital of 
Newfoundland. 

Day 2 Spend a full day exploring St. John’s. 
Try one of the many colourful pubs 
around the harbour.

Day 3 Drive to Trinity Bay, stopping at 
small fishing villages en route.

Day 4 Enjoy a day in Trinity Bay. Take a 
whale watching excursion in the 
afternoon.

Day 5 Journey northwest to Twillingate. 
Look out for sea mammals, birdlife 
and for mighty icebergs drifting past.

Day 6 Hike along one of Twillingate’s 
stunning coastal trails. 

Day 7 Take the road to Gros Morne 
National Park on Newfoundland’s 
west coast. 

Day 8 Drive north along the Northern 
Peninsula to St. Anthony.

Day 9 Visit nearby L’Anse aux Meadows, an 
authenticated Viking site.

Day 10 Spend another day in northern 
Newfoundland, perhaps looking for 
the area’s prolific wildlife.

Day 11 Drive south to Gros Morne  
National Park.

Day 12 Join a guided boat trip into the 
spectacular scenery of the national 
park, looking out for sea mammals 
and birds. 

Day 13 Go walking along Gros Morne’s 
spectacular cliffs, discovering its 
remarkable geology, or go cycling or 
kayaking.

Day 14 Drive to Deer Lake to drop off  
your hire car and board your  
onward flight.

A Glimpse of Nova Scotia
Nova Scotia offers something for everyone and 
this delightful itinerary encapsulates the best of 
this bewitching province. Distances are relatively 
small leaving you plenty of time to really get to 
know the quaint historic fishing villages, 
spectacular coastal drives, historic towns and 
unspoilt bays.

Day 1 Arrive in Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Day 2 Explore Halifax including the Citadel 
and the city’s famous clock. 

Day 3 Drive south to the quaint little 
fishing port of Lunenburg. 

Day 4 Spend a day exploring the UNESCO 
World Heritage Town of Lunenburg. 

Day 5 Head west to Annapolis Royal.

Day 6 Explore the richly fertile Annapolis 
Valley, with its grand old houses and 
interesting history. 

Day 7 Drive to Pictou on the 
Northumberland Strait.

Day 8 Journey to Cheticamp on the west 
coast of Cape Breton Island with its 
wonderful sea views.

Days 9-10 Follow the stunning Cabot Trail 
north to Ingonish, stopping at small 
coastal villages along the way. Spend 
time exploring the northern tip of 
Cape Breton Island.

Day 11 Travel to Louisbourg to visit the 
reconstructed 18th century fortress 
and learn all about the struggle for 
power between Britain and France.

Day 12 Travel back to mainland Nova Scotia.

Day 13 Continue your drive south along the 
rugged Atlantic coast back to Halifax 
for your onward flight.

Ultimate New Brunswick
For those looking for exhilarating coastal walks 
and excellent seabird and whale watching, this trip 
is highly recommended. It combines New 
Brunswick’s French Acadian heritage, beautiful 
rolling sand dunes, world-renowned salmon 
fishing rivers, pretty villages and magnificent 
coastal scenery.

Day 1  Arrive in Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

Day 2 Drive from Halifax to Moncton in 
New Brunswick. 

Day 3 Follow the coast north to the city of 
Miramichi, stopping at spectacular 
sand dunes en route. 

Day 4 Go salmon fishing on the Miramichi 
River before continuing on to 
Fredericton.

Day 5 Explore New Brunswick’s historic 
capital Fredericton before continuing 
to St. Andrews by the Sea. 

Day 6 Take the ferry to Grand Manan 
Island, the largest Island in the Bay of 
Fundy.

Day 7 Enjoy a sailing adventure where you 
may see whales.

Day 8  Follow the scenic Fundy coastal drive 
to Saint John.

Day 9 Visit Hopewell Rocks to experience 
the Bay of Fundy’s tides. Continue  
to Shediac to take an evening lobster 
cruise.

Day 10 Drive back to Halifax Airport. Drop 
off your hire car before boarding 
your onward flight.

Fishing on the Miramichi River, New Brunswick
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1  Beechey Island Graves
Seeing the graves of Franklin’s 

crew is a poignant reminder of 

the dangers faced by early 

explorers.

See page 69

2  Nahanni National Park
One of the most magnificent 

national parks in North 

America.

See page 73

 Polar bears
Encountering a polar bear in its 

natural environment is truly 

awe-inspiring.

See pages 70-71

 Aurora borealis
See the rippling, dancing 

displays of the northern lights. 

See page 73

 Narwhal
It is a rare privilege to see these 

elusive tusked whales in the icy 

Arctic waters.

 Arctic wildlife
Far from being a barren 

wasteland, the Arctic teems 

with wildlife including numerous 

bird species, whales, musk oxen 

and caribou.

 Inuit
Friendly, hospitable and 

resourceful, Inuit, which 

translates to ‘the people’, have 

survived in this harsh landscape 

for thousands of years and have 

a fascinating culture.

Northern & Arctic Canada

Audley in Northern  
& Arctic Canada

This vast region offers a variety of 

experiences from exploring the islands, 

inlets and seas on an expedition ship to 

staying in remote Arctic lodges and 

discovering the surrounding terrain and 

wildlife on guided excursions, both on land 

and in small Zodiacs. Most settlements are 

extremely remote and isolated, few have 

roads and the only routes in or out are by 

air or sea. It can be difficult to choose the 

best way to discover the region and its 

wildlife, but there are plenty of options and 

we are able to suggest those that best suit 

you. The harsh northern climate makes 

travel almost impossible for much of the 

year, but our specialists have experience of 

planning trips to Northern and Arctic 

Canada and can advise you on whether 

areas are better visited on a land-based trip 

or on an expedition cruise. We can also 

advise you on where and when to travel for 

the best chances of seeing the northern 

lights, polar bears or other Arctic wildlife.

Accommodation

As you may expect, accommodation options 

are very limited in Northern and Arctic 

Canada. Most larger towns have a simple 

but comfortable hotel or motel, but the 

most memorable accommodation options 

are rustic wilderness lodges set in 

spectacular locations. We work with some 

of the most respected outdoors adventure 

operators in the north, and the quality of 

the guides, wildlife viewing, scenery and 

adventure activities at these lodges is rarely 

surpassed. Our most adventurous trips 

involve travelling to the edge of the ice floes. 

Here, you are guaranteed magnificent 

opportunities to see wildlife, while 

accommodation is in tents, with all supplies 

carried in and out on sleds, creating an 

adventure in itself.

1

2

CANAdA’S NOrTH rEMAINS one of the world’s most untouched wildernesses, little visited by 

outsiders and isolated by its severe winters and lack of infrastructure. This isolation, however, 

protects the vast expanse of tundra, the huge herds of caribou, prowling wolves, majestic polar bears, 

incredible marine life and in many ways, the local people and their traditions. While 4x4s, snowmobiles 

and the internet now make daily life and communications far easier than before, the harsh landscape 

and climate dictate that much remains the same too. during the brief northern summer pristine fjords, 

magnificent waterfalls, glaciated mountain ranges and ancient prehistoric sites bask under a sun that 

never sets and the tundra explodes into vibrant colours as millions of wild flowers make the most of the 

brief respite from winter. Wildlife flocks here to feast in the nutrient-rich waters. The very names of 

places such as Baffin and Ellesmere Islands, the Parry Channel and the davis, ross and Franklin Straits 

invoke reminders of centuries of pioneering exploration for the elusive Northwest Passage.

Walruses, Ellesmere IslandNarwhals, Nunavut
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Walruses on an ice floe, Nunavut

Arctic Watch Lodge, Somerset Island

Nunavut

Nunavut is an immense region of tundra, 

plateaux, mountains and islands that split from 

the Northwest Territories in 1999 and is now a 

self-governing Inuit territory. It covers about one 

fifth of Canada’s land mass and stretches from 

Hudson Bay in the south to the Arctic islands in 

the north. The famed Northwest Passage wends 

its way through the northern islands, making this 

the theatre for many historic Arctic voyages. 

Indeed, the three Franklin expedition graves on 

Beechey Island are a stark reminder of the 

dangers faced by early explorers. Nunavut, 

meaning ‘our land’, is home to 28 Inuit 

communities, the largest of which is Iqaluit on 

Baffin Island. Accessible only by air and sea, many 

facets of the rich Inuit culture survive in these 

tiny communities, and seeing a traditional drum 

dance, hearing hypnotic throat singing or 

travelling on a dog sled are wonderful ways to 

experience this age-old culture. A plethora of 

wildlife inhabits these seemingly desolate lands 

with polar bears, arctic foxes, whales, narwhals, 

walruses, musk oxen and herds of caribou in 

abundance. Baffin Island’s Sirmilik and Auyuittuq 

national parks are havens for birdlife as well as 

narwhals and polar bears, and nearby Lancaster 

Sound and Devon and Somerset islands are 

some of the richest wildlife regions of the Arctic. 

Igloolik, on the shores of the Foxe Basin, is where 

large numbers of bowhead whales and walruses 

can be found during the summer months of July 

and August.

 Arctic Watch Lodge,  
Somerset Island
Arctic Watch is the remotest and most northerly 

lodge in the world, located on the northern tip 

of Somerset Island, 800 kilometres north of the 

Arctic Circle and 80 kilometres from the nearest 

settlement. It provides a comfortable base from 

which to take in the stark beauty of the Arctic 

environment. 

Somerset Island is of particular interest to 

naturalists and photographers because it is a 

beluga whale observation site, but it is also home 

to narwhals, musk oxen and polar bears. The 

terrain can be discovered on foot, by ATV or by 

sea kayak, making Arctic Watch the perfect base 

from which to explore. The main lodge houses 

the dining room, kitchen, showers and boot 

room. The Great Room acts as an Arctic 

interpretive centre, displaying regional artefacts, 

traditional Inuit clothing and 42 million year old 

wood, bones and fossils, as well as detailed 

geological and geographical maps. The kitchen 

conjures up delicious dishes including local food 

such as musk ox tenderloin, and fresh bread is 

baked daily. Arctic Watch has 14 private guest 

cabins, each with a marine toilet and cold water 

sinks; thermos bottles with hot water are offered 

to guests every night and beds have thick duvets 

for the cool Arctic nights. The lodge is owned 

and operated by the Weber family who are 

intrepid polar explorers.
Inukshuk landmark, Victoria Island
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Franklin expedition
In May 1845 Sir John Franklin sailed 

from England on his fourth voyage of 

Arctic exploration. Sixteen months later 

his ships, HMS Erebus and HMS Terror 

became ice-bound in Victoria Strait 

near King William Island. In 1848 a 

search for the missing expedition was 

launched and the graves of three 

crewmen were found on Beechey 

Island. Various relics of other crew 

members were discovered, including 

bones with cut marks, suggesting 

cannibalism. Studies show that 

hypothermia, starvation, lead poisoning 

and exposure led to the deaths of all 

128 men. Recently, the wrecks of both 

ships have been discovered and today 

Franklin is largely credited with the 

discovery of the Northwest Passage.
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Visitor on Bylot Island, Sirmilik National ParkInuk, Iqaluit

Franklin expedition graves, Beechey IslandPolar bear seen from the deck of the Ocean Endeavour

Arctic cruising

Sailing between the little-visited islands, gulfs and 

communities of the Canadian Arctic, an 

expedition cruise is possibly the easiest and most 

comfortable way to experience this huge region. 

Travelling on one of these vessels gives you 

access to regions that are otherwise unreachable 

by land. Most days will involve disembarking from 

the ship to see the wildlife, scenery and Inuit 

culture of the area, either by Zodiac or on land, 

usually in groups of no more than 15 people. 

Various types of ships operate in these northern 

waters during the brief Arctic summer but we 

only work with smaller ships to ensure a more 

intimate experience. Most have ice-strengthened 

hulls and offer varying degrees of facilities and 

luxury. All meals are included and the ships are 

operated to the highest safety standards. 

On-board lectures keep you fully informed about 

what you will see. These trips are led by highly 

qualified guides who have a deep knowledge of, 

and an infectious passion for, the wildlife, history, 

scenery and culture of these pristine 

environments. 

 Ocean Endeavour 
This 198 passenger vessel is perfect for 

expedition cruising. Ocean Endeavour is purpose-

built for passenger experiences in remote 

environments, equipped with 20 Zodiacs, 

advanced navigation equipment, a top deck 

observation room and multiple lounges, where 

passengers might gather for a seminar, workshop, 

or to share a drink. Launched in 1982, she has 

had numerous upgrades, most recently in 2015. 

Her shallow draught and manoeuvrability allow 

her to access isolated fjords, bays and secluded 

communities, and, boasting an 1B ice class, she is 

able to freely explore throughout the Arctic 

summer. At 450 feet in length, Ocean Endeavour 

has plenty of interior and exterior space.  

A variety of cabin categories are available, all 

equipped with a private bathroom, a phone for 

internal calls, radio, TV and air conditioning. The 

crew is experienced and friendly and will ensure 

that you have a truly memorable experience.

Ocean Endeavour
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Seeing polar bears in their natural environment 

has to be one of the most thrilling wildlife 

encounters possible. These massive, graceful 

and ferocious creatures are the world’s largest 

land carnivores. Weighing up to 600 kilograms, 

with razor sharp claws and teeth and the ability 

to run up to 50 kilometres per hour, polar bears 

are justifiably renowned for being the kings of 

the Arctic. Despite their role as the dominant 

species of the region, climate change means a 

precarious future for these magnificent bears.

Where to go
Northern Canada offers some of the best and 

most accessible polar bear viewing in the world. 

For those wishing to see gatherings of bears, the 

little town of Churchill on Hudson Bay offers 

some of the best opportunities. However, there 

are also many other places to see polar bears, 

especially in northern Québec, Arviat on 

Hudson Bay’s western shore, Southampton 

Island and Baffin Island.

Churchill
The town of Churchill lies on the edge of 

Hudson Bay and is known as the ‘polar bear 

capital of the world’. Every year in the autumn 

migrating polar bears gather in nearby Wapusk 

National Park waiting for the bay to freeze to 

enable them to go hunting on the ice. If polar 

bears wander into the town they are humanely 

moved to a large enclosure from where they 

are transported away from civilisation. The best 

bear viewing takes place on the tundra in 

specially adapted vehicles. You will stay in 

comfortable lodges and when you are not 

spotting bears you can pay a visit to the 

excellent Eskimo Museum and Cape Merry 

National Historic Site. Other historic sites in the 

vicinity include the Prince of Wales Fort and 

York Factory, site of the Hudson Bay Company’s 

first trading post. Churchill is most easily 

reached by scheduled flights from Winnipeg.

Arctic
Further north, towards and beyond the Arctic 

Circle, are stunning glacier capped coastlines 

where you have the opportunity to see bears 

in their natural habitat as they swim, play and 

hunt. This little visited part of Canada is a truly 

pristine wilderness with mirror smooth water, 

sparkling peaks and icebergs offering wonderful 

photographic opportunities. Access is best 

during the short Arctic summer in July and 

August when the polar bears hunt across the 

ice floes and the days are long. Despite the 

remoteness you can stay in a comfortable tent 

in a magnificent wilderness location right on the 

edge of the ice floe itself.

Polar bear seen from a tundra vehicle, Lazy Bear Lodge Polar bear viewing, near Baffin Island

Polar bears

Polar bear, near Seal River Heritage Lodge



71www.audleytravel.com/canada • 01993 838 700 • Northern & Arctic Canada

Visitor dressed for the weather, Cambridge Bay

Seal River Heritage Lodge, near Churchill

Lazy Bear Lodge, Churchill Arctic camp on the floe edge

Where to stay

 Lazy Bear Lodge, Churchill
Constructed from hand-hewn logs pulled from 

the nearby boreal forest, Lazy Bear Lodge 

offers comfortable, friendly and atmospheric 

accommodation in downtown Churchill. There 

are just 33 guest rooms, each with a private 

bathroom, and a pleasant dining room, which 

offers delicious homemade dishes. Trips are 

taken on to the tundra in specially-adapted 

vehicles, or by boat, providing excellent guided 

polar bear viewing opportunities.

 Seal River Heritage Lodge, 
near Churchill
Located 65 kilometres north of Churchill, Seal 

River Heritage Lodge is built on the shores of 

Hudson Bay and is home to some of the best 

whale and polar bear watching in the world. 

The lodge is only accessible by seaplane or 

helicopter and it has exclusive access to the 

surrounding wildlife. There is accommodation 

for just 16 guests in the lodge, which has a 

comfortable sitting room with fireplace, library, 

and expansive picture windows. Each day you 

will travel by boat, Zodiac, tundra vehicle, or 

simply on foot to view the wildlife. The guides 

here are all respected authorities in their fields 

and include photographers, biologists and polar 

bear experts. The remoteness and low number 

of visitors ensures that the wildlife is relaxed in 

your presence. There is also a viewing tower to 

take in the expansive tundra landscape and its 

wild inhabitants. In the evenings you will have 

plenty of opportunities to relax around the 

fireplace, enjoy a glass of wine and recount your 

day’s experiences with the other guests.

Climate
The weather in Churchill during the prime polar 

bear viewing months of October and 

November is likely to be very cold with average 

temperatures of around minus 25C (minus 

13F). However, all hotels and vehicles are well 

heated and you won’t actually spend much time 

outdoors at this time of year. In contrast, the 

short summer months of July and August can 

be surprisingly warm with temperatures usually 

between 10C and 15C (between 50 and 60F) 

by day with almost round-the-clock daylight. 

Specially adapted tundra vehicle, Lazy Bear Lodge Seal River Heritage Lodge, near Churchill

Clothing needs
Travelling this far north necessitates being 

prepared for weather extremes at any time of 

the year. For travel during October and 

November it is sensible to dress in plenty of 

layers including a fleece, wind-proof jacket, 

sturdy thermal high-leg boots, waterproofs, 

scarf, gloves and warm socks. Winter parkas 

and boots are usually provided. Summer visitors 

should also dress in layers and take waterproofs, 

comfortable boots and insect repellent.

 Arctic camps
Staying in an Arctic camp on the ice is an 

incredible adventure. We work with suppliers 

who use the latest and best quality equipment 

to ensure you can enjoy the experience in 

safety, comfort, and warmth. The camp consists 

of a welcoming lounge/dining tent where 

delicious meals are served, while your individual 

tents are spacious and feature raised beds with 

insulated floors. Each year the camp locations 

change depending on the ice floe, shelter and 

proximity to wildlife. The guides who 

accompany you throughout are local Inuit and 

know the terrain exceptionally well. Their 

advice and knowledge provide an added 

authenticity to the experience together with a 

higher probability of seeing the animals you 

want to see. 

How to see the bears
We work closely with a selection of specialist 

operators in Northern and Arctic Canada that 

run trips to see polar bears in a responsible and 

sustainable manner. Our most popular trips are 

small group adventures, travelling on land in 

specially adapted tundra vehicles around 

Churchill. With expert guides on board you will 

spend a whole day learning all about the polar 

bears, and hopefully getting to see them at 

close range. It is not uncommon for these 

curious bears to come right up to the vehicles, 

often standing up to get a better look inside. 

The vehicles are warm, equipped with 

lavatories, and lunch and drinks are served on 

board. In addition you can choose to spot polar 

bears on a guided walking safari or from the 

water, either from the deck of an Arctic cruise 

ship or exploring by Zodiac as the bears swim 

amongst the ice floes.
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Musk ox, Northwest Territories

Mackenzie River Delta

Local women, Inuvik

Northwest Territories

The Northwest Territories, stretching from the 

60th parallel in the south to the Beaufort Sea in 

the north, offers the adventurous traveller a 

number of thrills. The capital city, Yellowknife, is 

situated on the Great Slave Lake which is also 

the heart of Canada’s diamond mines. To the 

north lies Great Bear Lake whilst westwards the 

Mackenzie Mountains form a natural border with 

the Yukon. The territory is dominated by the 

mighty Mackenzie River in whose delta lie the 

settlements of Inuvik and Tuktoyaktuk. Probably 

the greatest jewel, however, is Nahanni National 

Park, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. With the 

racing rapids of the South Nahanni River, 

enormous gorges and magnificent Virginia Falls, 

this spectacular national park must surely rank as 

one of the finest in North America.

 Blachford Lake Lodge,  
Great Slave Lake
Owner-operated Blachford Lake Lodge is one of 

the finest in the Northwest Territories and is 

dedicated to providing a unique northern 

experience. Located in the vicinity of the Great 

Slave Lake, the lodge is reached by a 45 minute 

seaplane flight from Yellowknife and guests come 

from around the world to enjoy the remoteness 

of the great Canadian boreal forests which 

surround it. The main lodge offers ten 

comfortable rooms with shared bathrooms, a 

spacious lounge with delightful lake views and a 

dining room where delicious home-cooked meals 

are served. 

The vast landscape, clean air and utter tranquillity 

here mean you can simply relax, or take part in 

some of the activities on offer. In summer fishing, 

hiking, canoeing, kayaking and mountain biking 

are popular while in winter you can go dog-

sledding, ice fishing, tobogganing on seal skins, 

sleep in the snow house, skate on the lake or 

enjoy the excellent outdoor hot tub. The lodge 

has a strong eco-friendly focus and celebrates 

the traditions of the local Dene Inuit. Lying 

beneath the aurora oval, Blachford Lake Lodge 

also offers exceptional aurora borealis viewing. 

The best chances of seeing this natural 

phenomenon are from mid-August to the end of 

September, and from December to mid-April.

Blachford Lake Lodge, Great Slave Lake
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Aurora borealis
One of the great joys of travelling to 

northern Canada and Alaska is the 

possibility of seeing the dancing celestial 

phenomenon of the aurora borealis. 

This dramatic spectacle is a result of 

charged particles in solar winds being 

directed into the atmosphere by the 

Earth’s magnetic field. Vivid reds, greens 

and sometimes violets and blues 

shimmer in dazzling displays that can 

last for just a few minutes or, at times, 

hours. Long winter nights with clear 

skies make for the best viewing but 

conditions are also good in late August, 

September and March in northern parts 

of the Yukon, Alaska, Nunavut and the 

Northwest Territories. 
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Canoeing, Nahanni National Park

Virginia Falls, Nahanni National Park

Diamond cutter, Yellowknife 

Mount Harrison Smith, Nahanni National Park

Nahanni National Park

With gorges deeper than the Grand Canyon and 

waterfalls twice the height of Niagara, vast 

Nahanni National Park is one of the world’s most 

rugged wilderness areas. The untamed South 

Nahanni River rushes through the park 

surrounded by the towering peaks of the 

Mackenzie Mountains, and offers the ultimate 

thrill for canoeists. A highlight is stunning Virginia 

Falls which should not be missed. There are no 

roads in the park so sightseeing seaplane flights 

offer a thrilling way to explore this remote, and 

otherwise largely inaccessible, wilderness.

 North Nahanni Naturalist 
Lodge, near Fort Simpson
Reached by either jetboat or seaplane from Fort 

Simpson, North Nahanni Naturalist Lodge enjoys 

a magnificent wilderness setting on Cli Lake in 

the Northwest Territories’ Mackenzie Mountains. 

Most of the lodge buildings have been 

constructed from locally-harvested timber and 

much of the furniture has been handmade by 

local people using traditional tools and 

techniques. The main lodge has six comfortable 

guest rooms accommodating no more than 18 

guests. The deck provides spectacular views of 

the lake and the imposing rock face on the 

opposite shore. Hearty and delicious home-

cooked meals are served buffet style. 

A highlight of a stay here is the variety of 

outdoor activities, including canoeing, fishing, 

guided or unguided hiking, superb wildlife and 

bird viewing, and an introduction to the native 

Dene culture. After a day’s exploration you can 

curl up on the sofa next to the woodstove with a 

book from the library or relax in the sauna or 

hot tub. The lodge offers spectacular scenic 

flights into Nahanni National Park with stops at 

Virginia Falls or Glacier Lake. Guided heli-hiking 

and photography trips can also be arranged in 

the Nahanni Karst area or the Ram Plateau.
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Tailoring your trip

The itineraries shown are designed to give you a 

flavour of what is possible, and are routes that 

work particularly well. We can use these as a 

basis to plan your trip or can design a completely 

different itinerary to suit your tastes and 

interests. Please call one of our Canada 

specialists to start planning your itinerary.

T   01993 838 700

Getting around

There are few roads in Northern and Arctic 

Canada, although the Northwest Territories’ 

capital, Yellowknife, can be reached on a long 

and lonely highway, and there is a train that 

connects Churchill with Winnipeg in Manitoba. 

The far-flung communities of Northern and 

Arctic Canada are therefore accessed either by 

sea or by air. Expedition cruises operate in the 

short Arctic summer, usually between June and 

September, and offer a wonderful way to 

experience tiny Inuit communities, the prodigious 

wildlife and immense landscapes from the 

warmth and comfort of an expedition ship. 

Alternatively, scheduled and charter flights 

operate to many tiny settlements and wilderness 

lodges across Canada’s Arctic, making even the 

remotest communities accessible.

Polar brochure

We also have a brochure dedicated to Polar 

Expedition Cruising. Please ask our specialists  

for a copy. Alternatively please see our website 

for further details.

When to go

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Q Q Q Q Q ~ 3 3 3 3 ~ Q Q Q  
3 3 The best time to travel.

3 A good time to travel, but there may be some factors to be aware of.

~ Travel is possible, but this is not the best time of year.

Q Snow or ski season.

The best time to experience Northern and 

Arctic Canada is during the brief summer, usually 

limited to the months of July and August in the 

High Arctic, when temperatures can be 

surprisingly high, around 10C (50F), although 

snow can occur at any time. This is the best time 

to see wildlife including thousands of whales, 

musk oxen and polar bears, and when the Arctic 

tundra teems with birdlife and wild flowers. At 

this time the north is bathed in 24 hours of 

daylight as the sun never sets. For those intent on 

seeing polar bears at close quarters, however, 

the best time to visit is during October and 

November which is when bears congregate near 

Churchill on the shores of the Hudson Bay. The 

winter months, despite temperatures 

plummeting to as low as minus 30C (minus 22F), 

are also the best time to see the dazzling aurora 

borealis and to experience dog sledding, 

snow-mobiling and ice fishing.

  Time difference: GMT -5 to -7 hours

Prices

We offer trips to cater for a wide range of 

budgets. You can find up-to-date guideline prices 

for your trip to Canada on our website, 

alternatively please call our specialists to discuss 

your plans.

Tanquary Fiord, Ellesmere Island

Narwhal, Polar Bear &  
Floe Edge Adventure
This thrilling adventure takes you to the north of 
Baffin Island where, from your tent-based camp 
set up at the edge of the ice floe, you will have 
the rare opportunity to experience the area’s  
rich wildlife. Limited to just ten travellers and led 
by expert guides, this trip enables you to discover 
the beauty of the Arctic.

Day 1 Arrive in Ottawa.

Day 2 Fly to Pond Inlet in northern Baffin 
Island via Iqaluit. During dinner your 
expedition leader will give a briefing 
and check gear.

Day 3 You will set off by komatiks 
(motorised sleds) and snowmobiles 
across the sea ice to southeast Bylot 
Island and the floe edge, discovering 
historic grave sites, hanging glaciers 
and abandoned whaling stations and 
hunting cabins.

Days 4-5 There is plenty of time for unhurried 
observation and photography. You 
are likely to see narwhals, bowhead 
whales, polar bears and possibly 
walruses and beluga whales on daily 
trips from the camp. 

Days 6-7 Travelling by snowmobile or komatik 
you will have the opportunity to 
track land mammals, see ancient 
Thule sites and traditional tent rings, 
and learn the history of the area.

Day 8 After breakfast, you will break camp 
and reload the komatiks for your 
return journey to Pond Inlet. Fly to 
Iqaluit for an overnight stay. 

Day 9 Fly to Ottawa to board your  
onward flight. 

Ottawa

Pond Inlet

Iqaluit

Bylot Island

usa

canada

greenland
Baffin 
Island
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Suggested itineraries
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The Great Polar Bear 
Gathering
Timed to coincide with the freezing of Hudson 
Bay, this superb trip offers some of the best 
winter polar bear viewing opportunities in the 
world. We only work with the most reputable, 
environmentally-conscious suppliers, who employ 
some of the most knowledgeable guides in their 
field. A maximum of just 15 passengers are 
allowed, guaranteeing a window seat on the 
tundra vehicle for everyone.

Day 1 Arrive in Winnipeg where you will 
meet your fellow travellers and enjoy 
an orientation dinner with your 
expedition leader.

Day 2 Board a flight to Churchill. In the 
evening you will have dinner on 
board the tundra vehicle where you 
are likely to see your first polar 
bears and, if it is a clear night, you 
may see the stunning aurora 
borealis.

Day 3 Embark in the tundra vehicles for a 
full day of polar bear viewing in 
Wapusk National Park.

Day 4 Spend another day watching these 
amazing creatures from the warmth 
and comfort of the tundra vehicle.

Day 5 There is time in the morning to visit 
the Eskimo Museum or take an 
optional dog-sled trip. In the 
afternoon fly from Churchill to 
Winnipeg.

Day 6 Explore Winnipeg before boarding 
your onward flight.

Summer Polar Bears  
& Belugas
Perched on the shores of Hudson Bay, Seal River 
Heritage Lodge offers exceptional summer beluga 
whale and polar bear watching opportunities. 
Daily expert-led adventures on land and on the 
water allow you to experience the bay’s wild 
landscape and plentiful wildlife. This remote fly-in 
eco lodge offers simple comfort along with 
exceptional food and service in the heart of polar 
bear country. 

Day 1 Arrive in Winnipeg for an overnight 
stay and meet the rest of the group.

Day 2 Fly to Churchill and transfer to  
Seal River Heritage Lodge. This 
afternoon take a trip to Hudson Bay.

Days 3-6 Enjoy a variety of activities from the 
lodge. These include inflatable boat 
expeditions to see whales, polar 
bears and seals, guided walking 
tours, kayaking, bird watching and 
aurora borealis viewing. Three 
hearty meals are included each day 
and lectures take place at the lodge 
most evenings after dinner. 

Day 7 Fly back to Churchill where there is 
time to discover the town before 
your flight to Winnipeg where you 
spend the night.

Day 8 Head to the airport for your  
onward flight.

Polar bear, Hudson Bay Walruses, Foxe Basin, Nunavut
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Into the Northwest 
Passage Expedition Cruise
Follow in the footsteps of intrepid early explorers 
as you trace the Northwest Passage from the 
mighty fjords of western Greenland towards the 
Pacific Ocean. The Ocean Endeavour ship is an 
excellent base from which to discover the 
spectacular Arctic scenery, a wide range of wildlife 
and small Inuit communities.

Day 1 Arrive in Toronto. 

Day 2 Fly to Kangerlussuaq and transfer to 
the Ocean Endeavour.

Day 3 Explore Greenland’s west coast.

Day 4 Visit the colourful coastal town of 
Ilulissat and explore its icefjord.

Day 5 In Karrat Fjord you will cruise 
through one of Greenland’s most 
spectacular fjords.

Day 6 Cruise in isolated Melville Bay to see 
its dramatic landscapes.

Day 7 See millions of seabirds and the rich 
wildlife of Kap York. 

Day 8 Arrive in Canada and explore Smith 
Sound, a main route for explorers.

Day 9 Visit Aujuittuq where you will be 
greeted by the Inuit community.

Day 10 Explore the dramatic seabird cliffs  
of Coburg Island.

Day 11 Arrive at Devon Island, the largest 
uninhabited island on Earth

Day 12 Look for caribou and polar bears on 
Bathurst Island.

Day 13 Visit Melville Island, discovered by Sir 
William Parry in 1819.

Day 14 Arrive at Banks Island, home to 
caribou, polar bears and musk oxen.

Day 15 Cruise through Prince of Wales 
Strait, part of the Arctic Ocean.

Day 16 Explore Ulukhatok on the west 
coast of Victoria Island and home to 
an abundance of musk oxen.

Day 17 Your cruise comes to an end in 
Kugluktuk. Fly to Edmonton for an 
overnight stay.

Day 18 Board your onward flight.   
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1  Kenai Fjords  
National Park
Spectacular fjords, glaciers  

and wildlife fill this national 

park, which can be explored  

by boat.

See page 79

2  Prince William Sound
Expansive iceberg-strewn  

waters that offer superb whale 

watching experiences.

See page 86

3  Denali National Park
Home to mighty Mount Denali 

and prolific wildlife.

See page 82

4  Wrangell-St. Elias 
National Park
This vast wilderness and its  

Canadian neighbour, Kluane 

National Park, are studded with 

some of the continent’s highest 

mountains.

See page 86

5  Glacier Bay  
National Park
The place to see huge 

tidewater glaciers calving  

into icy waters.

See page 87

6  Dawson City
Get a taste of the Yukon’s  

gold rush history in this 

atmospheric mining town.

See page 91

 Bear watching
Alaska has some of the  

best grizzly bear viewing in  

the world.

See pages 80-81

 Alaska cruises
The breathtaking scenery and 

tiny settlements of Alaska’s 

coast are often best viewed 

from the water.

See pages 88-89

Alaska & the Yukon

Audley in Alaska &  
the Yukon

The coastal regions of Alaska are best seen 

from the decks of a cruise ship and we can 

offer trips on large vessels which offer a 

wide range of facilities, or more intimate 

expedition cruises that concentrate on the 

region’s spectacular scenery and wildlife.  

We have also assembled a collection of 

accommodation and itinerary options that 

enable you to explore on land. Getting 

around Alaska and the Yukon lends itself to 

a variety of modes of transport, and while 

driving in this sparsely populated wilderness 

is a great experience, journeying amid such 

inspiring scenery by train, light aircraft, ferry 

and cruise ship are highly enjoyable ways to 

travel too. It is easy to cross the border 

between Alaska and Canada’s Yukon and a 

trip that covers both regions is a popular 

way to explore. Our Alaska and Canada 

specialists will be delighted to make 

recommendations for an itinerary to  

suit you.

Accommodation

Due to the remoteness and small size of 

most communities, accommodation choices 

are often limited, but our Alaska and Canada 

specialists are able to recommend some 

delightful lodges, bed and breakfast 

properties and wilderness retreats. With 

such a short summer season and so many 

small communities, early reservations are 

highly recommended. Our specialists have 

visited a huge range of properties and can 

recommend those that match your 

preferences and budget.

1

2

3

4

5

6

Wrangell-St. Elias National Park

TO MANY PEOPlE, AlASKA AND THE YuKON are defined by their environments. Although in 

separate countries, these are both lands of glaciers, raging rivers, towering mountains and dense 

forests. Alaska, the uSA’s largest state, comprises great tracts of Arctic tundra and tidewater glaciers 

that calve into chill waters with a mighty crash. The state also offers superb fishing as well as wonderful 

bear and whale watching opportunities. This rich natural heritage contrasts with the Russian Orthodox 

churches and brightly-coloured Nordic houses of the tiny coastal communities that are only accessible 

by ferry or cruise ship. Inland, mighty Mount Denali is the grand centrepiece for the spectacular 

wilderness of Denali National Park. Crossing the border into Canada, the Yukon is a very special place 

to visit. Vast numbers of moose, caribou and bears provide magnificent wildlife viewing opportunities 

set against a breathtaking backdrop of pristine mountains or tranquil lakes. The Yukon’s gold rush 

history is almost tangible too, while opportunities to view the incredible aurora borealis abound across 

the country. 

Grizzly bear, Katmai National Park 



78

Bald eagle in flight, Kenai Peninsula

Wooden fishing boats, Homer

Anchorage

Alaska’s largest city, Anchorage is located on the 

shores of Cook Inlet and set against the 

panoramic backdrop of the Chugach Mountains. 

With nearly half the state’s population calling it 

home, and most international and national flights 

departing and arriving from here, it is Alaska’s 

main hub. Anchorage is a modern city 

surrounded by wilderness. It has the biggest 

selection of entertainment, restaurants, 

accommodation and shopping in Alaska, and is a 

great starting point for day trips to see bears, the 

Alaskan Arctic, Prince William Sound and Kenai 

Fjords National Park.

 Copper Whale Inn, Anchorage
A well-located bed and breakfast in the heart of 

historic Anchorage, Copper Whale Inn has views 

across Cook Inlet to the Alaska Range, and 

binoculars in the living room help you to spot 

bald eagles, beluga whales and other passing 

wildlife. Built in 1939 by a local doctor, it is one  

of the few structures that survived the 1964 

Anchorage earthquake and contrasts with the 

nearby downtown high-rises. There are 15 guest 

rooms and the spacious lounge is warmed by an 

open fire, the perfect place for chatting with the 

owner, who is a mine of information about 

Alaska.

 Hotel Captain Cook, 
Anchorage
This is one of Anchorage’s most comfortable 

hotels and is conveniently situated in the bustling 

heart of the city. There are 546 rooms and 

suites, each with a view of either the Chugach 

Mountains or Cook Inlet. The Crow’s Nest 

restaurant, located on the top floor, is highly 

regarded and also boasts some of Anchorage’s 

best views. There is a swimming pool, sauna, 

solarium and steam room, and the lobby contains 

some interesting Captain Cook memorabilia.

Homer

Located in a far corner of the Kenai Peninsula, 

Homer sits on the shore of Kachemak Bay. This 

bustling settlement offers a picturesque setting, 

mild climate and great fishing. Across the water 

the impressive Kenai Mountains dominate the 

skyline, and the beautiful panorama of Kachemak 

Bay State Park, including the Grewingk Glacier, 

can be seen too. While Homer itself offers a 

number of restaurants, galleries and shops, most 

visitors head to the long finger of land that 

stretches into the bay known as Homer Spit. 

Homer calls itself the halibut capital of the world, 

and anglers flock here to try to land a big catch. 

Other popular activities include kayaking and 

scenic boat tours, while no trip is complete 

without a visit to the historic Salty Dawg Saloon.

 Bay Avenue B&B, Homer
This bed and breakfast occupies a spot on a bluff 

at the very edge of Kachemak Bay, between 

Homer Spit and the town centre. In addition to 

delightful scenic views, the property offers a 

quiet, comfortable and convenient base for 

exploring the region. There are seven rooms in 

the main house and the friendly owners ensure 

that guests are made to feel welcome. Bald 

eagles perch in the spruce trees that surround 

the property, while shorebirds, waterfowl and 

sandhill cranes gather in the nearby lagoon and 

tidal flats.
Copper Whale Inn, Anchorage
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Kenai Fjords 
National Park cruise
On this captivating eight-hour cruise 

passengers travel through the stunning 

scenery of Resurrection Bay, Kenai 

Fjords National Park and the Chiswell 

Islands National Wildlife Refuge. A 

naturalist provides an informative 

commentary and is on hand to answer 

questions. Keep a look-out for orca  

and humpback whales, bald eagles  

and otters. There are many highlights, 

including a close-up view of Aialik 

Glacier where it is often possible to  

see huge chunks of ice calving into  

the water. The tour also passes a 

rookery of Steller sea lions. Listed as 

endangered, it is a thrill to see these 

creatures in the wild.
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Kenai Fjords National ParkSea otter, Resurrection Bay 

Driving along the Seward Highway

Boats in the harbour, Seward

Seward Harbour 360 Hotel

Halibut catch, Seward

Seward

Beautiful Resurrection Bay, 126 miles south of 

Anchorage, is the location of the town of 

Seward. Abrupt mountain slopes cloaked in 

summer green and surrounded by snow-capped 

peaks form an impressive backdrop to this 

settlement of 2,500 people. The town is named 

after William H. Seward, who is known for 

arranging the purchase of Alaska from Russia. 

Today, Seward is best known as the gateway to 

Kenai Fjords National Park, one of Alaska’s 

natural treasures, full of wildlife and spectacular 

glacial scenery. Marine life thrives in the 

surrounding fjords and sightings of orca and 

humpback whales, sea otters and seabirds are 

common. Close to town, there are some 

excellent walks including the gruelling Mount 

Marathon and the rewarding Exit Glacier Trail. 

On the harbour front, the Alaska Sea Life Center 

is an interesting marine research facility and 

aquarium that is well worth a visit.

 Exit Glacier Lodge, Seward
Set in the Resurrection River valley below Exit 

Glacier, Exit Glacier Lodge is a simple character 

property with 15 rooms. This excellent value 

lodge is a short drive from downtown Seward 

and a few steps away from a popular local 

salmon bake restaurant. The outside of the 

building harks back to the gold rush era and 

guests can enjoy a warming drink next to the 

lodge’s large stone fireplace.

 Seward Harbour 360 Hotel
Located in the heart of Seward’s harbour, this 

modern property is well located for tours of 

Kenai Fjords National Park and is within walking 

distance of plenty of restaurants and the train 

station. All 90 rooms have views of the harbour 

or the mountain behind the property. Some have 

a private balcony where you can enjoy the 

glorious scenery from the comfort of your room. 
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Bears are perhaps the ultimate symbol of the 

Alaskan wild, and seeing one, even for a fleeting 

moment, is a magical experience. More than 

50,000 black bears and 30,000 grizzly bears 

(known as brown bears in Alaska), roam the 

state’s untamed wilderness, lumbering through 

berry-covered hillsides and swiping at fish in the 

salmon-rich rivers.

Seeing bears
Unlike moose, you probably won’t encounter 

bears casually by the roadside; you really have 

to search for them. One option is to visit Denali 

National Park, where your chances of seeing 

them, at least from a distance, improve. To 

witness bears up close though, light aircraft 

trips to remote habitats provide the best 

viewing possibilities. The flight is an experience 

in itself, providing a wonderful opportunity to 

view the Alaskan wilderness. You’ll fly over 

lakes, mountain peaks, massive ice fields, pebble 

beaches and tundra. A fly-in trip is not cheap 

but offers the best bear viewing in Alaska.

Hallo Bay, Katmai National Park
Hallo Bay offers a wonderful opportunity to get 

close to grizzly bears at any time of the summer 

season. Your adventure begins with a light 

aircraft flight from Homer, landing on a remote 

beach on the wild, volcanic coast of the Alaska 

Peninsula. There are no roads within 480 

kilometres of Hallo Bay, which is surrounded by 

the 16,500 square kilometres of pristine 

wilderness that make up Katmai National Park. 

The beaches are stunning, but it is the coastal 

bear viewing that is the main draw; the highest 

concentration of grizzly bears in Alaska is found 

here. Diverse food habitats help to keep the 

bears in the same vicinity. From May to early 

July they are engaged in complex mating 

behaviour, digging clams in the inter-tidal areas, 

and grazing on the coastal sedges. In mid-July 

the first of the salmon arrive, providing a feast 

and a change in diet. 

Bear viewing takes place on foot in groups of 

four or five guests with experienced naturalist 

guides, making the experience personal and 

informative. Accommodation is simple but hot 

showers are available and plenty of hearty food 

is included. Hallo Bay can also be visited as a 

day trip from Homer.

Bear viewing at Brooks Falls

Black bear, Anan Creek

Bear viewing in Alaska

Grizzly bear at Brooks Falls
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Commercial salmon fishing, Kodiak Island

Seaplane at Brooks Falls

Brooks Falls, Katmai National Park
The archetypal image of bears in Alaska is of 

grizzlies waiting at the top of a waterfall, 

attempting to catch leaping salmon. This 

spectacular natural phenomenon takes place at 

Brooks Falls in Katmai National Park, where a 

large population of grizzly bears is attracted by 

masses of migrating fish. Special platforms 

overlooking the river offer visitors superb 

independent bear viewing and park rangers are 

on hand to answer questions and ensure  

your safety.

Bears are typically seen all summer long, but it 

is in July that they stand at the top of the falls to 

catch the spawning salmon, while in September 

they gorge on dead fish, fattening themselves 

up before winter hibernation. Brooks Falls can 

be visited on a day trip from Anchorage, or 

there is very simple accommodation available 

for those who wish to stay longer.

Bear viewing in Alaska

Grizzly bear in Katmai National Park

Kodiak Island
This island is the second largest belonging to 

the USA, and is often called Alaska’s ‘Emerald 

Isle’. Kodiak town was once a capital of Russian 

Alaska, and the Baranof Museum, Erskine 

House and Holy Resurrection Church testify to 

the town’s heritage, but today fishing is the 

prominent industry. Two thirds of this 

mountainous island is a wildlife refuge, home to 

as many as 3,500 of the largest grizzly bears in 

the world, known as Kodiak bears. The salmon 

here are so abundant that the bears only eat 

the most nutritious parts – the skin and the roe 

– and discard the rest. Bear watching trips are 

made by light aircraft in very small groups, 

usually only four passengers, guided by a pilot 

who is also an experienced naturalist. Landing 

in a remote valley to watch bears is an 

unforgettable adventure, and you may also see 

Sitka black-tailed deer, mountain goats, foxes, 

elk, otters and bald eagles.

Admiralty Island
Off the coast of Juneau, Admiralty Island is 

home to over 1,600 bears, making it one of the 

densest concentrations in the world. The island 

became a National Monument in 1979 to 

protect this pristine environment, which 

supports a plethora of wildlife including bald 

eagles, seals and whales. The prime bear 

viewing season is from mid-July to mid-August 

when the salmon are spawning; at this time 

bears can often be seen devouring salmon 

carcasses or grazing on the sedge grasses. 

Access to the island is by seaplane from Juneau, 

and participants will need to hike for several 

kilometres, accompanied by the naturalist pilot 

and guide, to reach the bears. The trip can be 

booked for a four or seven-hour duration.

Anan Creek
Both black and grizzly bears can be seen on a 

trip to Anan Creek in the heart of the Tongass 

National Forest. Accessed by a 45 minute jet 

boat trip from Wrangell in southeast Alaska, 

seals, Steller sea lions, dolphins and the 

occasional orca might all be encountered along 

the way. A kilometre walk through the 

rainforest to an observation platform results in 

superb opportunities for viewing both types of 

bears fishing directly below you or across the 

river. July to late August is the prime season, 

and visitors can spend up to six hours watching 

this mesmerising activity.
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Hiking, Denali National Park

Denali National Park

This national park is renowned for two reasons: 

the rich diversity of its wildlife, and North 

America’s highest mountain, Mount Denali, which 

towers over 6,100 metres high. Animals roaming 

the 24,300 square kilometres of wilderness 

include caribou, moose, Dall sheep and grizzly 

bears, and the spectacular landscape contains the 

mountains of the Alaska Range, countless 

glaciers, dense boreal forests and vast sub-Arctic 

tundra. Private vehicles are not permitted in the 

park, but tour and shuttle buses operate on a 

daily basis and provide an insightful commentary. 

It is possible to take a scenic flight for an 

unbeatable view of the peak, while hiking and 

rafting adventures along the Nenana River are 

other popular options.

Alaska Railroad

Picture yourself in a remote corner of the Alaska 

wilderness, standing beside an isolated railway 

track. The distant sound of an approaching train 

breaks the silence, and then it gradually appears 

into view. Waving a white flag, the engineer 

acknowledges you with a whistle, and the train 

eases to a standstill. You hop on board to join 

others from the bush – fishermen, backpackers,  

a hunter with his quarry, and locals whose 

homesteads can only be reached on this, one of 

America’s last flag-stop trains. Alternatively, you 

might prefer to opt for the Gold Star service, 

where passengers can sink into comfortable 

leather seats in glass-domed carriages, enabling 

them to take in the views while enjoying waiter 

service. Whichever way you choose to travel, a 

journey on the Alaska Railroad, which runs from 

Seward to Denali and Fairbanks, is a wonderful 

one day trip through some of the most 

spectacular scenery in the state.

 Grande Denali Lodge,  
Denali Park Entrance
Offering some of the finest views in the area 

from its elevated position, Grande Denali Lodge 

is conveniently located just north of the Denali 

National Park entrance road. The property has 

160 comfortable guest rooms and six deluxe 

cabins. The mountain surroundings provide 

guests with a peaceful setting amid the 

wilderness of the Denali area. The restaurant 

offers a cosy atmosphere, delicious menu, and 

superb views along the Nenana River.

 EarthSong Lodge, Healy,  
near Denali National Park
Comfortable cabin accommodation close to 

Denali National Park awaits guests at EarthSong 

Lodge. Located 27 kilometres north of the park 

on scenic Stampede Road, the property sits 

above the treeline on the open tundra. 

Panoramic views of the mountains and excellent 

wildlife spotting opportunities (caribou, moose, 

grizzly bears, and numerous bird species) feature 

strongly here, and Mount Denali is just six 

kilometres away. A highlight of EarthSong Lodge 

is a visit to the sled dog kennels, which house 

some of the friendliest working huskies in Alaska, 

many of whom are veterans of Arctic 

expeditions and still guide people into Denali 

National Park. Expert local knowledge is also on 

hand here; one of the property’s owners, Jon 

Nierenberg, is a sled dog guide, expedition 

leader and former park ranger.

Cabin at EarthSong Lodge, Healy

Alaska Railroad
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Adventure beyond 
the Arctic Circle
This thrilling day trip starts with an early 

morning minibus journey before 

boarding a light aircraft for an 

exhilarating flight beyond the Arctic 

Circle to the native village of Anaktuvuk 

Pass – or ‘the place of caribou 

droppings’, as it translates locally. The 

village lies far north in the central 

Brooks Range and is the last remaining 

settlement of the Nunamiut, or the 

inland northern Inupiat Eskimo. Here 

you learn about the culture and lifestyle 

of the local people from your guide and 

meet many of the Nunamiut people, 

before returning to Fairbanks.
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Aurora borealis seen from Fairbanks

Sandhill cranes, Fairbanks

Sternwheeler, near Fairbanks

Bull moose, Fairbanks

Fairbanks

Alaska’s second largest city is located in the heart 

of the Tanana Valley. Recognised as the gateway 

to Alaska’s Arctic, Fairbanks has a long and 

colourful history dating back to the late 1800s 

and the discovery of gold. Today, it combines 

modern amenities with a frontier atmosphere. 

Fairbanks is the starting point for trips to the 

Arctic Circle, exploration of a nearby gold mine 

and historic sternwheeler cruises. 

 SpringHill Suites, Fairbanks
Located in downtown Fairbanks, just across from 

the Chena River, SpringHill Suites offers visitors 

comfortable, convenient accommodation. The 

property has 140 spacious suites with private 

bathrooms, mini-refrigerators, microwaves and 

coffeemakers. In addition, the hotel has a 

restaurant, laundry facilities, indoor swimming 

pool and a small gym.

 River’s Edge Resort, Fairbanks
River’s Edge Resort enjoys a scenic setting on the 

banks of the Chena River. The owners are 

third-generation Alaskans and pride themselves 

on their local knowledge and attention to detail. 

There are 94 private cottages and suites in the 

main lodge building. Some of the cottages have 

excellent river views, while all have a private 

outdoor garden area in which to enjoy warm 

summer evenings. There is a restaurant and a 

shuttle to the centre of town.
River’s Edge Resort, Fairbanks

Mount Denali and Wonder Lake, Denali National Park

Inuit woman, Anaktuvuk Pass
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The magic of Alaska’s rugged interior is best 

experienced by staying in one of a handful of 

very special wilderness lodges. Renowned for 

their remote setting amid Alaska’s immense 

wilderness, these properties offer intimate 

hospitality, great food, comfortable rooms and 

expert guides. Most are impossible to reach by 

road, so light aircraft or boat transfers provide 

an exciting introduction. A typical day will 

usually consist of kayaking, whale watching, 

fishing, or taking a guided walk through a 

coastal rainforest in search of grizzly bears. You 

will return to a hearty meal, perhaps a soak in 

the hot tub with a glass of wine, and the 

conversation of fellow guests.

 Kenai Fjords Glacier Lodge
This property sits on the shores of a protected 

lagoon in full view of Pedersen Glacier and 

offers a unique way to experience Kenai Fjords 

National Park. It is the only lodge located within 

the park, and features an elegantly rustic main 

building and 16 well-appointed cabins, each 

with private bathroom. The setting is 

breathtaking, and cabins have been designed to 

be barely visible from the adjacent Pedersen 

Lagoon while still offering spectacular views 

from within. 

A range of activities is available for guests to 

participate in, from guided hiking and whale 

watching to kayaking through the lagoon and 

Aialik Bay. Other options include searching for 

sea lions, bald eagles and harbour seals, viewing 

calving glaciers or strolling along the beach. The 

property is located within a native-owned 

wildlife sanctuary, and these heritage lands 

represent a small portion of the ancestral 

homeland of the Alutiiq people, who once lived 

along the entire coast of south-central Alaska. 

The lodge is reached by boat from Seward.

 Kenai Fjords  
Wilderness Lodge
Fox Island in the vast expanse of Resurrection 

Bay is the setting for this remote lodge, which is 

only accessible by boat from Seward. Its 

comfortable waterfront cabins are nestled in 

the woods between the ocean-side pebble 

beach and a quiet freshwater lagoon. There are 

never more than 18 guests staying overnight 

which makes for a very personal experience. 

Meals are served in the main lodge, where 

guests can relax with a book by a wood-

burning stove, on one of the comfortable sofas. 

You can enjoy a gentle walk to one of the 

nearby secluded beaches, a more strenuous 

hike on the mountain trails or a guided sea 

kayaking trip. When you leave the lodge you 

will return to Seward on a day-long cruise 

through Kenai Fjords National Park. This tour 

takes you deep within the park to view 

tidewater glaciers calving into the sea below 

and the marine wildlife that is abundant during 

the summer months; expect to see orca and 

humpback whales, sea otters, Steller sea lions, 

bald eagles and a wide variety of other birds 

including puffins. 
Kayaking from Kenai Fjords Glacier Lodge

Alaska’s wilderness lodges

Winterlake Lodge from the air
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Kayaks on the deck, Tutka Bay Lodge

Kenai Fjords Glacier Lodge Kenai Fjords Wilderness Lodge Cabin at Winterlake Lodge Sea otter at Tutka Bay Lodge

Humpback whale watching in Kenai Fjords National Park

 Winterlake Lodge
This property overlooks Winter Lake, a three 

kilometre finger-shaped waterway where 

landings are by seaplane in the summer and 

ski-plane in the winter. Winterlake provides 

seclusion and spectacular scenery; views of 

Trimble Glacier and the beginnings of the Rainy 

Pass are visible here. Behind the lodge, 

Wolverine Mountain offers hiking and wildlife 

spotting, and there are wild flowers, plants and 

many species of Alaskan birds that are hard to 

spot in other areas. Activities organised by the 

lodge include hiking along the Iditarod Trail, 

swimming in the lake and kayaking or canoeing. 

Further afield are opportunities to go glacier 

trekking, white water rafting, fishing for salmon 

and rainbow trout, and exploring for gold. 

Helicopter trips are included and offer a 

magnificent way of exploring.

The five rooms are in individual cabins located 

around the main building. Lodge facilities 

include a comfortable central sitting room 

where guests can relax by the fire and view the 

lake from large picture windows, as well as a 

cosy dining area, large meditative yoga room, 

hot tub on the main deck, and a lakeside 
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wood-fired sauna. The lodge offers cuisine 

developed by award winning chef Kirsten 

Dixon, which encompasses organic, natural and 

local Alaska ingredients, often from their own 

gardens or foraged from nearby wild places. 

Guests are welcome in the kitchen to watch, or 

assist, if they wish.

 Tutka Bay Lodge
This wilderness lodge is located on the Kenai 

Peninsula across the bay from Homer and is 

adjacent to Kachemak Bay State Park. Tutka 

Bay, a spectacular and rugged fjord, reaches 

eleven kilometres into the glacier-studded 

Kenai Mountains. These glaciers join one 

another to form the massive Harding Icefield, 

which presses down the other side of the 

mountains into the Kenai Fjords National Park. 

The delightful lodge buildings at Tutka Bay sit in 

a secluded cove. The six spacious rooms each 

have a bathroom and shower, TV and internet 

access, and panoramas of the ocean, mountains 

and forest. A beachfront gazebo contains a hot 

tub, and there is also a wood-fired sauna to 

relax in. From the lodge solarium guests can 

enjoy views of the islands and inlets of Little 

Tutka Bay, as well as the grand and moody 

Jakolof Peak. The property also has a library 

where guests can learn more about native 

Alaskan art, archaeology, birds, marine biology 

or local botany. 

Activities abound here, from wildlife spotting 

trips to see bald eagles and sea otters, to 

privately guided hikes, fishing and bear viewing.



86

Wrangell-St. Elias National Park & Preserve

Columbia Glacier, Prince William Sound

Wrangell-St. Elias  
National Park & Preserve

Created in 1980, and extending to over 53,500 

square kilometres, Wrangell-St. Elias is the largest 

national park in the USA. The region 

encompasses several mountain ranges and the 

park boasts many of the highest peaks in North 

America. Bordered by Canada’s Kluane National 

Park, the two reserves make up nearly 81,000 

square kilometres of canyons, valleys, towering 

mountains and icefields. The 205 kilometre long 

Bagley Icefield is the largest non-polar ice sheet 

in North America, while the Malaspina Glacier is 

larger than the state of Rhode Island. Wildlife 

here surpasses all other Alaskan parks in its 

abundance and diversity, with healthy 

populations of moose, grizzly and black bears, 

Dall sheep, wolverines, mountain goats and three 

herds of caribou. Wrangell-St. Elias remains a 

wilderness park with very few visitors, which 

alone makes it worth a visit.

 Kennicott Glacier Lodge, 
Wrangell-St. Elias National Park
Built in 1987 Kennicott Glacier Lodge is a replica 

of one of the historic Kennicott mining buildings. 

The lodge is decorated with photographs and 

personal items of miners, which creates a unique, 

historical atmosphere. Rooms are small and 

simple but comfortable. The lodge operates the 

only restaurant in Kennicott and offers tasty 

home cooked food. The main building has two 

rooms with shared bathrooms, while the newer 

south wing rooms have private bathrooms and 

superb glacier views.

Valdez

Surrounded by magnificent mountains, Valdez is 

a picturesque coastal town located on Prince 

William Sound, accessible from the Richardson 

Highway. It had a turbulent history, starting out 

as a gateway to the goldfields; today it is one of 

the entry points to Prince William Sound, where 

you can join a cruise and see calving tidewater 

glaciers, orca and humpback whales, as well as 

seabirds. Valdez was hit particularly hard by an 

earthquake in 1964, and just beyond the new 

town it is possible to see the remnants of old 

Valdez.

 Best Western Valdez  
Harbor Inn
This property is well-located, next to the 

harbour, enjoying stunning mountain views of the 

surrounding Chugach Mountain Range. This 90 

room hotel lacks a little in character, but along 

with the views it does have all the basics, 

including a good restaurant and bar and is within 

walking distance of the downtown area. 

Prince William Sound

This vast body of water is the northern-most 

part of the Gulf of Alaska and offers dramatic 

visions of immense glaciers, stunning coastal 

scenery and sheer-sided fjords. Wildlife is 

prevalent; keep a lookout for whales, sea lions, 

seals, otters, eagles, mountain goats and bears. 

The ferry trip between Whittier and Valdez 

offers great views over the beautiful sound, while 

scenic cruises are another way to explore this 

remote Alaskan highlight. 
Kennicott Glacier Lodge, Wrangell-St. Elias National Park
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Creek Street, Ketchikan

Kennicott mine

Seals, Glacier Bay National Park

Southeast Alaska

The small settlements sprinkled along the 

southeast Alaskan ‘panhandle’ are so hemmed in 

by enormous mountain ranges that they are 

usually only accessible by air or sea. Due to 

historical isolation, each has developed its own 

unique character, making them fascinating places 

to visit. 

Juneau is Alaska’s state capital, and home to the 

fast-retreating Mendenhall Glacier, while Sitka is a 

former Russian capital of Alaska whose culture 

manifests itself in Saint Michael’s Cathedral and 

the Russian Bishop’s House. Skagway evokes 

images of the Yukon gold rush of the late 19th 

century, and here visitors can travel on the 

White Pass and Yukon Route Railroad through 

magnificent scenery. The tiny communities of 

Wrangell, Petersburg and Ketchikan are well 

located for exploring the coast and offer plenty 

of outdoor activities and wildlife viewing. These 

waters are superb for whale watching, and host 

rafts of sea otters during the brief summer 

season. The highlight of the region though, is 

surely the magnificent Glacier Bay National Park, 

where 11 tidewater glaciers calve massive chunks 

of ice into the water below.

 Four Points by Sheraton, 
Juneau 
Located in downtown Juneau facing the 

waterfront, the Four Points by Sheraton Hotel is 

close to many of the major attractions. The hotel 

has 104 spacious rooms and most have views 

over the Gastineau Channel to the front, or 

Mount Juneau to the rear. The lobby is decorated 

with an impressive collection of native Alaskan 

art and near the foyer there is a good restaurant 

specialising in modern Asian and Alaskan cuisine.

Glacier Bay National Park

Encompassing more than 12,000 square 

kilometres, Glacier Bay National Park is situated 

145 kilometres northwest of Juneau in a land 

comprising three climatic zones and seven 

different ecosystems. From humpback whales 

and Arctic peregrine falcons to mountain goats, 

seals, eagles and black and grizzly bears, the bay 

is home to a rich diversity of Alaskan wildlife. 

Earthquakes and climatic fluctuations have 

caused the 11 tidewater glaciers to retreat in 

recent years, but the park remains known for its 

prolific calving glaciers. Cruise visitors often hear 

a tremendous thundering as great walls of ice 

come crashing down into the bay, a truly 

humbling sight.

 Glacier Bay Lodge,  
Glacier Bay National Park
This National Park Service lodge is located in 

Gustavus on Bartlett Cove. The 48 guest rooms 

have either a forest or bay view, and activities at 

the lodge tend to focus on the park ranger 

programmes, which include guided nature hikes, 

mountain biking and kayaking. The highlight is 

Glacier Bay itself, with its tidewater glaciers, deep 

fjords and rainforest. Wildlife is plentiful in the 

area and sightings can include eagles, seals, sea 

lions and grizzly bears. Flights to and from 

Gustavus are by light aircraft.

Glacier Bay Lodge, Glacier Bay National Park
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Some of Alaska’s most dramatic scenery lies 

around its magnificent coastline – places such as 

Glacier Bay National Park, Prince William 

Sound, Kenai Fjords National Park and Misty 

Fjords National Monument. All of these 

beautiful locations, along with the small historic 

settlements of southeast Alaska’s ‘panhandle’, 

are hemmed in on small strips of land between 

the ocean and massive glacier-capped peaks. 

The mountains form an immense natural 

barrier, making the construction of roads 

between towns an almost impossible task. 

Access is therefore limited to air or sea, and a 

cruise is the most comfortable way of reaching 

these remarkable spots. There is another 

advantage to cruising this stretch of coast too. 

During summer months, large populations of 

whales, bears, sea otters, bald eagles, seals and 

sea lions, as well as mountain sheep and vast 

seabird colonies can all be spotted.

A wide variety of ships operate in Alaska from 

small expedition vessels to large cruise ships. 

We can guide you through the options to help 

you to choose the one that suits you and your 

budget. Here is an introduction to the various 

vessels that we recommend.

 UnCruise
Offering seven night cruises around the Alaskan 

‘panhandle’, UnCruise trips mainly explore the 

fjords and islands between Ketchikan and 

Juneau. Their small cruise boats, accommodating 

between 22 and 88 passengers, are easily 

manoeuvrable and can access waterways that 

larger vessels are simply unable to navigate. The 

emphasis is very much on excellent personal 

service and learning about, and exploring, the 

natural environment. They run an active 

programme which includes guided walks, 

kayaking, whale watching, cultural experiences 

in Alaskan villages, and on-board lectures.
Glacier visit, UnCruise

Whale watching, UnCruise Kayaking trip, UnCruise

Alaska cruises

UnCruise ship Safari Endeavour, Misty Fjords National Monument 
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Restaurant on a Silversea Cruises vessel

Holland America LineLindblad Expeditions Veranda cabin, Holland America Line

Regent Seven Seas

 Lindblad Expeditions
Operated in partnership with National 

Geographic, Lindblad Expeditions offer 

small-ship voyages with a team of onboard 

naturalists to enable passengers to learn all 

about Alaska’s natural world. Cruises operate 

between Juneau and Sitka. A passionate crew 

guides the boat to hidden coves and narrow 

channels that only experts know. The ships 

accommodate no more than 148 passengers, 

although most vessels are smaller than this. 

Zodiac landing craft and kayaks enable guests 

to get close to whales, bears, eagles, marine life 

and the remarkable scenery.

 Holland America Line
Established in 1873, Holland America Line has a 

reputation for luxury cruising, combining 

comfort with value for money. It operates a 

variety of ships to Alaska, departing from either 

Vancouver or Seattle and offering both 

round-trip and one-way seven night cruises to 

Seward. These venture along the coast, calling 

in at small settlements along the way. Each 

vessel accommodates 1,200 to 1,900 

passengers, and on-board facilities include a 

selection of restaurants and bars, fitness and 

spa facilities, and a range of entertainment.

 Silversea Cruises
These intimate, luxury Silversea Cruises ships 

can sail up narrow waterways into the heart of 

a city, or tie up right at the pier while others 

must anchor offshore. Carrying a maximum of 

382 guests, all cabins are spacious, ocean-view 

suites that include butler service, and most 

include private verandas. Fine dining, wines, 

Champagne and spirits, and on board gratuities 

are included. A series of guest lectures are 

offered on board, as well as a superb range of 

shore excursions, enabling you to get the most 

out of this spectacular region.

 Regent Seven Seas Cruises
This cruise line has earned a well-deserved 

reputation for excellence and impeccable 

service. Its Alaska ships are large, yet 

accommodate a relatively comfortable number 

of guests – usually between 400 and 700. Most 

suites have their own private balcony, while 

other facilities include a variety of fine-dining 

restaurants, a fitness centre, a spa and a wide 

range of entertainment options. All gratuities 

and beverages are included, resulting in 

excellent value for money. Cruises are for seven 

nights and explore the coastal settlements of 

Alaska.

Travelling onwards
A cruise can easily be combined with time on 

land exploring either Canada or Alaska in more 

depth to make a longer itinerary. Add on a visit 

to Denali National Park, the Kenai Peninsula, a 

self-drive or train trip, a stay in a wilderness 

lodge to watch grizzly bears catch salmon, or a 

journey beyond the Arctic Circle.
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Motorcyclists on the Alaska Highway, Kluane National Park

Sundog Retreat, near Whitehorse

Yukon

The grandeur of the Yukon landscape almost 

defies description. Predominantly mountain 

wilderness, it is a magical place that captivates 

and charms every sense. The Yukon was the wild 

backdrop to the Klondike gold rush and its 

incredible landscape and the hardy pioneers who 

tried to tame it are immortalised in the writings 

of Robert Service and Jack London. 

Canada’s highest peaks can be found in Kluane 

National Park, while the historic Chilkoot Trail 

wends its way from Skagway in Alaska through 

seemingly impenetrable mountains to reach the 

iridescent blue lakes of the interior. The unsealed 

Dempster Highway, the only road in Canada to 

cross the Arctic Circle, heads north through this 

magnificent landscape towards Inuvik and the 

Beaufort Sea, while in Dawson, the earthen 

streets and wooden buildings hark back to the 

gold rush days and the many eccentric characters 

who made their home here. Today their 

traditions live on and you can still pan for gold or 

gamble your life savings in a gold rush-era saloon. 

The capital, Whitehorse, is a small, busy town 

but elsewhere the scattered population is hugely 

outnumbered by wildlife. 

From late August the Yukon is a superb place to 

view the spectacular aurora borealis as it casts a 

magical spell over the territory’s natural wonders.

 Sundog Retreat,  
near Whitehorse
Located just outside Whitehorse and a ten 

minute drive from the Takhini Hot Springs, this 

property’s location in the forest is ideal for those 

wishing to experience the Canadian wilderness. 

The cabins are simple, but comfortable, and are 

equipped with their own kitchen, deck and 

barbecue. The main property has an outdoor 

hot tub and sauna. A network of hiking trails 

cross the property, allowing for wildlife viewing 

and mountain panoramas. In the wintertime, this 

is a great place to view the aurora borealis, away 

from the glare of city lights. During the day, 

snowshoes are available for use, before retiring 

to the property’s cosy building that has been 

specially designed for aurora viewing.

Kluane National Park

Established in 1972, this gem of a park covers 

21,980 square kilometres in the southwest corner 

of the Yukon, bordering Alaska’s Wrangell-St. 

Elias National Park. It is a land of precipitous 

mountains, the world’s largest non-polar icefields 

and lush valleys where Dall sheep, grizzly bears, 

moose, lynx, wolves and wolverines thrive under 

a sky that plays host to golden and bald eagles, 

Arctic terns and peregrine falcons. The park is 

home to Mount Logan (5,959 metres high), 

Canada’s highest peak, and glaciers more than  

1.5 kilometres deep. The icefields are largely 

inaccessible but the green valleys offer a variety 

of walking trails, while stunning Kluane Lake, by 

the edge of the Alaska Highway, is framed by 

snow-capped mountains whose glaciers feed its 

ice-blue waters. 

Dall sheep, Kluane National Park
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Shop fronts, Dawson CityBombay Peggy’s, Dawson City

Scenery along the Dempster Highway Palace Grand Theatre, Dawson City

Dawson City

Few places in Canada evoke such a strong sense 

of history as Dawson City, now registered as a 

National Historic Site. For a few short years from 

1896 Dawson City had the richest gold mine of 

all time and was at the heart of the Klondike gold 

rush. Many thousands of people struggled across 

almost impenetrable wilderness to seek their 

fortunes here. Today the town’s wooden 

boardwalks, historic saloons, false-fronted 

wooden houses and rutted dirt streets retain 

that frontier atmosphere. There are many places 

to visit including the Palace Grand Theatre, 

Diamond Tooth Gertie’s Gambling Hall, the 

Robert Service and Jack London cabins and the 

Dawson City Museum. Nearby are the gold fields 

of Bonanza Creek and the Klondike River, where 

it is possible to try your hand at panning for gold.

 Bombay Peggy’s, Dawson City
Still bearing the name of its former madam, this 

restored gold rush-era brothel has an intriguing 

history, having also served as a mining company’s 

headquarters, a family home, a boarding house 

and an art gallery. Now a historic inn and pub, 

Bombay Peggy’s has seven uniquely and 

exuberantly decorated rooms furnished with 

antiques and many with claw-foot baths. With its 

colourful past it is hard to imagine a better place 

to appreciate the living history of the Klondike’s 

gold rush years.

On 16th August 1896 George Carmack and 

Skookum Jim discovered gold in Rabbit, 

soon renamed ‘Bonanza’, Creek near 

present-day Dawson City. The news was 

met with great local excitement but didn’t 

reach the outside world until the following 

year due to the harshness of the Yukon 

winter and the remoteness of the location. 

Over the following three years over 100,000 

would-be prospectors set out to make their 

fortunes. Of these only 30,000 or so arrived 

at the gold fields, having survived the harsh 

Yukon Gold Rush
terrain of the Chilkoot and White passes, 

laden with a year’s worth of food and 

equipment. From a population of around 

500 in 1896, Dawson City’s hastily 

constructed dwellings housed a population 

of over 30,000 within a couple of years. Of 

these, only 4,000 struck gold and since those 

days more than 570,000 kilogrammes of 

gold has been mined in the Yukon’s Klondike 

gold fields. The Yukon gold rush was 

deemed to be over when gold was 

discovered in Nome, Alaska, in 1899.
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Tailoring your trip

The itineraries shown are designed to give you a 

flavour of what is possible, and are routes that 

work particularly well. We can use these as a 

basis to plan your trip or can design a completely 

different itinerary to suit your tastes and 

interests. Please call one of our Canada and 

Alaska specialists to start planning your itinerary.

T   01993 838 705

Getting around

The breathtaking mountain scenery of Alaska 

and the Yukon is best experienced by road, and 

we can arrange a hire car to enable you to 

explore at your own pace. Alternatively you may 

wish to travel by train between Seward and 

Anchorage in the south and Denali National Park 

and Fairbanks further north. Due to their 

remoteness, some of Alaska’s coastal settlements 

and stunning glacier-packed inlets can only be 

reached by light aircraft, ferry, or on a scenic 

multi-day cruise. Alternatively seaplanes are an 

exhilarating way to reach remote wilderness 

lodges or to go bear viewing. Visiting Alaska and 

the Yukon in one trip allows you to combine 

great national parks, history and wonderful 

scenery. 

When to go

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Q Q Q Q ~ 3 3 3 3 3 3  3 Q Q Q  
3 3 The best time to travel.

3 A good time to travel, but there may be some factors to be aware of.

~ Travel is possible, but this is not the best time of year.

Q Snow or ski season.

The brief summer in Alaska and the Yukon, from 

June until the end of August, is by far the best 

time to visit. Temperatures during the summer 

can get surprisingly high, although there is always 

a risk of rainfall. With the exception of 

Anchorage, most accommodation closes outside 

the summer season. Some do remain open for 

excellent winter aurora borealis viewing.

  Time difference: GMT -9 hours

Prices

We offer trips to cater for a wide range of 

budgets. You can find up-to-date guideline prices 

for your trip to Alaska and the Yukon on our 

website, alternatively please call our specialists to 

discuss your plans.

Wrangell-St. Elias National Park

Alaska & the Yukon 
Explorer
This popular itinerary includes all the main sights 
of Alaska and the Yukon, and takes you to some 
spectacular wilderness regions. Highlights include 
visiting Denali National Park and Prince William 
Sound, discovering the region’s gold mining 
history, and seeing some outstanding wildlife.

Day 1 Arrive in Anchorage.

Day 2 Spend the day in Anchorage.

Day 3 Drive north to Denali Park Entrance.

Day 4 Travel by coach into Denali National 
Park. Enjoy a guided nature walk.

Day 5 Travel north to Fairbanks.

Day 6 Explore Fairbanks, and perhaps take 
a flight beyond the Arctic Circle.

Day 7 Drive south to Tok.

Day 8 Cross the Canadian border and skirt 
Kluane National Park to reach  
Haines Junction.

Day 9 Travel from Haines Junction to 
Whitehorse.

Day 10 Explore Whitehorse.

Day 11 Drive north on the Klondike 
Highway to Dawson City.

Day 12 Discover Dawson City.

Day 13 Visit Bonanza Creek, where gold 
was struck in 1896 and is still mined 
today.

Day 14 Drive along the scenic Top of the 
World Highway back to Tok, Alaska.

Day 15 Drive to the port town of Valdez.

Day 16 Take a cruise in Prince William 
Sound. 

Day 17 Cross Prince William Sound by ferry 
and then drive south to Seward.

Day 18 Enjoy a full day cruise in Kenai Fjords 
National Park. 

Day 19 Cycle around the pretty town of 
Seward. 

Day 20 Drive to Anchorage to drop off your 
car and continue your onward 
journey.

Grizzly bear, Brooks Falls, Alaska

Seaplanes, Alaska
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Suggested itineraries

www.audleytravel.com/alaska • 01993 838 705 • Alaska & the Yukon

Alaska Explorer
This is a comprehensive trip taking in all of 
Alaska’s principal highlights at a relatively 
unhurried pace. Combine scenic drives, 
spectacular light aircraft flights and leisurely 
cruises to get right to the heart of some  
stunning landscapes.

Day 1 Arrive in Anchorage.

Day 2 Spend the day exploring Anchorage.

Day 3 Drive to Denali National Park.

Day 4 Explore Denali National Park. 

Day 5 Spend a further day exploring the 
stunning Denali region.

Day 6 Travel to Fairbanks. Take a paddle 
steamer cruise.

Day 7 Embark on a spectacular light aircraft 
journey beyond the Arctic Circle to 
Anuktuvuk Pass.

Day 8 Travel to the mining ghost town of 
Kennicott on the edge of Wrangell- 
St. Elias National Park.

Day 9 Spend the day exploring Kennicott, 
McCarthy and Wrangell-St. Elias 
National Park.

Day 10 Enjoy another full day exploring the 
national park.

Day 11 After an exhilarating flight out of the 
park, drive south to Valdez.

Day 12 Cross Prince William Sound to 
Whittier by ferry and drive to Seward.

Day 13 Cruise in Kenai Fjords National Park.

Day 14 Explore Seward and Kenai Fjords 
National Park.

Day 15 Drive to Homer. Try your hand at 
halibut fishing.

Day 16 Fly to Katmai National Park to search 
for grizzly bears. Return to Homer.

Day 17 Drive to Cooper Landing.

Day 18 Return to Anchorage for your 
onward flight. 

A Taste of Alaska &  
the Yukon
For those who are short on time, this trip is the 
perfect introduction to the beauty of Alaska and 
the Yukon. Travel on traffic-free roads through 
glorious scenery, stopping off to see some unique 
local settlements and have some exhilarating 
wildlife experiences.

Day 1 Arrive in Whitehorse. 

Day 2 Explore Whitehorse. Stroll along the 
banks of the Yukon River.

Day 3 Drive to Skagway in Alaska, passing 
the iridescent lakes and mountain 
scenery of the southern Yukon.

Day 4 Enjoy a full day in Skagway, a historic 
gold rush town.

Day 5 Board the ferry in Skagway for the 
short, scenic crossing of the Lynn 
Canal to the small town of Haines. 

Day 6 Spend a day discovering the 
charming craft shops of Haines.

Day 7 Head back into Canada and the little 
town of Haines Junction, where you 
can cycle, canoe or hike.

Day 8 Relax in the vicinity of Kluane 
National Park, a vast wilderness that 
is home to Canada’s highest 
mountains and prolific wildlife. 

Day 9 Drive east, through the small 
settlement of Champagne, back to 
Whitehorse.

Day 10 Squeeze in some last-minute 
shopping and sightseeing before 
boarding your onward flight.

Stay longer

For those without time limitations, this trip is well 
worth extending to see more of interior Alaska. 
You may wish to visit Fairbanks and Denali 
National Park, or go whale watching and see 
calving glaciers in Prince William Sound.

Fjords of Alaska
One of the easiest and most pleasurable ways of 
discovering the impressive coastal scenery and 
interesting settlements of coastal Alaska is on a 
cruise. There is no packing and unpacking and it is 
a great social experience. This is an example of 
one of the many itineraries available.

Day 1 Arrive in Vancouver.

Day 2 Spend the day exploring this 
delightful waterfront city.

Day 3 After a morning of sightseeing, board 
your cruise ship and set sail.

Day 4 Cruise along the rugged and 
spectacular coastline of British 
Columbia.

Day 5 Arrive in the pretty waterfront 
community of Ketchikan.

Day 6 Sail through the magnificent scenery 
of Tracy Arm Fjord before arriving in 
Juneau to visit the impressive 
Mendenhall Glacier.

Day 7 Arrive in Skagway where you may 
wish to take the scenic White Pass 
and Yukon Route Railroad over the 
Chilkoot Pass.

Day 8 Spend a day discovering the former 
Russian capital of Sitka. 

Day 9 See the massive Hubbard Glacier.

Day 10 Arrive in Seward where you 
disembark and are then transferred 
to Anchorage. 

Day 11 There is time to explore  
Anchorage today before boarding 
your onward flight. 

Stay longer

You may wish to see more of interior Alaska – 
perhaps visit Fairbanks, explore the Kenai 
Peninsula or see grizzly bears in the wild.
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Canada and Alaska offer a wealth of different 

experiences but by also visiting the United 

States you can add even more variety to your 

trip. There are excellent road, rail and flight 

connections between the two nations and it is 

easy to combine Canada’s Rocky Mountains 

with Montana, Wyoming or Colorado or 

continue south from Vancouver along the 

Pacific coast. Atlantic Canada, Ontario and 

Québec can easily be combined with a visit  

to New England, whilst Hawaii offers a 

wonderfully exotic add-on to stays in Ontario 

or British Columbia. Distances are immense 

but there are plenty of options for exploring 

these two countries in one exciting visit. 

New England
The historic city of Boston, pretty rural  

villages and superb whale watching make up 

just a small part of New England’s appeal.  

All this, combined with magnificent beaches, 

mountain ranges, a rugged coastline and 

scenic byways, make New England a very 

rewarding destination. 

New York & the Capital Region
The bright lights and non-stop attractions of 

New York City contrast with the peaceful 

lakeside vineyards and brooding mountains  

of northern New York State. Likewise, 

Washington D.C.’s great monuments and 

museums are a world away from the quaint 

settlements along Chesapeake Bay, the 

waterfalls of Virginia’s Shenandoah National 

Park or the spectacular Blue Ridge Mountains. 

Extend your trip into the USA

The Grand Canyon, Arizona

The Deep South
This region offers a varied experience, from 

historic antebellum cities and a vibrant musical 

heritage, to the alligators and spicy cuisine of 

southern Louisiana, and Mississippi’s great 

plantation houses. This region covers the 

states of Kentucky, North and South Carolina, 

Georgia, Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi and 

Louisiana. 

California & Nevada
There’s far more to California and Nevada 

than Las Vegas, Los Angeles, San Diego and 

San Francisco. Superb national parks such as 

Yosemite, Death Valley, Sequoia and Kings 

Canyon offer excellent wildlife viewing and 

magnificent scenery, while the deserts of 

southern California and Nevada contrast with 

the vineyards, waterfalls, lakes and giant 

redwoods of the north. Both are linked by 

magnificent driving routes, the greatest of 

which is California’s superb coastal drive.

The Rockies
With a back-drop of the stunning glacier-

capped peaks of the Rocky Mountains, this 

region is an outdoors lover’s paradise. Here 

you can learn to ride on an authentic 

Western ranch, see wolves and bison in 

Yellowstone National Park and raft down an 

untamed river. The Rockies region includes 

the states of Montana, Idaho, South Dakota, 

Wyoming and Colorado. 

Texas & the Southwest
Colossal canyons, ancient indigenous culture, 

cactus-studded deserts and Western heritage 

juxtaposed with cultured modern cities are to 

be found in Texas and the Southwest. This 

region covers the states of Texas, Arizona, 

New Mexico and Utah.  

Pacific Northwest
A diverse region, the Pacific Northwest is 

best known for its beautiful temperate 

rainforests and driftwood-strewn beaches. 

Inland, lush vineyards line the banks of the 

mighty Columbia River, while the jagged peaks 

of Olympic and North Cascades national 

parks are home to bighorn sheep, elk and 

antelope. The volcanic slopes of Mount 

Rainier and Mount St. Helens are easily 

accessed from the cosmopolitan cities of 

Seattle and Portland, while in the south, there 

are some wonderful walks around the deep 

blue waters of Crater Lake. This region 

includes the states of Oregon and 

Washington.

Hawaii
Lush vegetation, palm-fringed beaches and 

dramatic scenery make Hawaii one of the 

USA’s most popular beach destinations. Learn 

to surf on Waikiki Beach, take a helicopter 

flight over erupting volcanoes on Hawaii, go 

whale watching in Maui or admire the 

breathtaking Na Pali cliffs on Kauai.

Find out more
We have a brochure dedicated to the USA.  

Please contact our specialists on  

01993 838 755 for your copy. Alternatively, 

please see our website for further details.
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Contact us

Address:

Audley Travel, New Mill, New Mill Lane, Witney, 

Oxfordshire, OX29 9SX, United Kingdom.

Telephone: 01993 838 700 

Email: canada@audleytravel.com

London Office:

Audley Travel, Monsoon Building,  

1 Nicholas Road, London W11 4AN,  

United Kingdom.

Honeymoons

Canada and Alaska make wonderful honeymoon 

destinations where it is easy to combine 

relaxation with adventure. From staying in a 

romantic cabin in the mountains to visiting 

dynamic cities like Vancouver or Montréal, 

watching bears in a temperate rainforest or 

enjoying a picnic lunch at the top of a deserted 

mountain, there are plenty of opportunities to 

create a unique and extraordinary trip. Our 

specialists can advise you on where to stay to 

enjoy dramatic sunsets in special locations, and 

suggest an array of memorable activities such as 

white water rafting, dog-sledding or helicopter 

flights to ensure you have an unforgettable trip.

AITO Membership

Audley is a member of the 

Association of Independent Tour 

Operators. The Association represents Britain’s 

leading independent tour operators and 

encourages high standards of quality and service. 

Audley abides by the Assocation’s Code of 

Conduct and adheres to the AITO Quality 

Charter which can be viewed at www.aito.com

Terms & Conditions  
and Travel Insurance

Your booking is subject to the terms and 

conditions of Audley Travel which are detailed in 

the booking form. It is vital that you have 

adequate travel insurance and we are able to 

suggest a number of policies either for the 

duration of your trip or on an annual basis.

Photography in this brochure

We would like to thank the following 

photographers for the images used in this 

brochure: 

Alamy, Andrew Stuart - Adventure Canada, 

Arctic Kingdom, Audley staff, clients and 

suppliers, AWL Images, iStockphoto, Lyle 

Grisedale, Mike Wigle, Robert Harding, Ryan 

Bavin, Superstock.

All images used in this brochure were obtained 

in good faith by Audley Travel Group Limited 

and in the belief that all necessary consents and 

clearances were obtained for their use. However, 

if you believe that unauthorised use has been 

made of an image belonging to you please 

contact us on 01993 838 040.

Visit our offices

If you would like to discuss your travel 

arrangements in person we welcome 

personal visits, please call in advance to 

arrange an appointment with one or more of 

our country specialists. Our offices are at the 

New Mill, a 17th century converted wool mill 

on the outskirts of Witney, ten miles west  

of Oxford on the edge of the Cotswolds.  

We also have an office in West London if  

this is more convenient for you.

www.audleytravel.com/visit-us

www.audleytravel.com

Our website is packed with 

information, features and advice 

covering all our destinations 

across the globe. On the site you can 

browse by theme, special interest or 

region as well as viewing additional 

accommodation options and itineraries 

that are not featured in this brochure. You 

can download all our brochures online or 

contact us via the website where there is 

the option to tell us about your plans so 

that we can start tailoring your itinerary.

Flights

A number of airlines fly directly to various 

gateway cities in Canada, including British 

Airways, Air Canada and Air Transat. We can 

also arrange flights with airlines that offer 

convenient onward connections to a large 

number of towns and cities throughout Canada 

and Alaska. When selecting your airline and 

route we will take into account current airfares 

and taxes, your itinerary, and whether you wish 

to fly from a regional airport. Your specialist  

will discuss these options with you, along with 

the benefits of upgrading to a premium class  

of travel.

Responsible Travel

We’re passionate about travel, but also deeply 

aware of the responsibility we have to the people 

and places we visit. We believe that a visit from 

an Audley traveller should have a positive impact 

on the destination and, wherever possible, bring 

real benefits. We always endeavour to use locally 

owned hotels, work with local guides and 

operators, and promote community and wildlife 

projects. For more information about travelling 

responsibly and the charities and projects we 

support please visit www.audleytravel.com/rt

Useful information

Bull moose, Denali National Park

Skyline, Toronto
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